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Cbe Chvee 9Languaýes of the Croes,

SEADING- St. Johin's touching story of the RZedemier's
"J !'Passion w'c find. in the description of the closing scene.

Stliese wordls: "'And Pilate wvrote a titie, and put it
on the cross. And thie writing w~as, 'Jesus of Naiza-
reth the King of the àecws.' This titie theni recad

miany of the Jews; . . . and it -vas written in Hebrew,'
Sand Greekz, and Latin." (S. Johni: -xix, 19, 20). Now~ thiesc

tlirec tongues are calleci the "Three banguages of the Cross.'

M. lîatever -%as Piiate'.s motive in setting tif this inscription
over the hicad of the Mes.sialh, tiiere wvas triy a certain peculiar
fitniess tin this fact, thiat Iiroi1ghi ail thie agony of' flie Crucifixion.
througli thet darkness and ihie convulsions of Nature, titrolugli
the rcnding or the -Veil of! the Temple, thcse t1iree mute wîinesses
of GodI's kzinipýSll and aliigh-tiie.ss, shouid stand over Ilis liead.
For they hiad donc, wccdoing. an(l were destincd Io (do great
tluiigs iin thie accoinllishînent oe Iris îïiarellous andf mîerciful
dlesigns ,vithî man.

lu the mnmber tliree, -\vichl Plato calls thie ' 'inotiier andi the
nistress oie ahl nun})ers,'' there is a niystic nature. Thel MfoSi,
ly Trinity-sublinmcst of ail wondrs-is the perfect type of

excellence in tliree. Thie Wlise Men thaï: followed tic Star or
Bethiehieni of Juda w'ere tlirce ; and thr-ce are the cardinal v'ir-
tues, Faitli and Hope and Love. Thiree countries. Greece. i taiy.
and England, liave produceed the thi-ce great epies. Andf so it
was onfly in accordaince witli this planl of the uniiver-se-triniityý
in unity and unity in trinity-that titis unique inscription shionld
be Nvritten in the thirc tongues seilyset a-side hy Godl froîi
,ail the languages and dialeets of the cartli.

In lthe designs of the Omnipotent, wl'ho, fromn the beginining
of ages, hiad w'illed to liavè for a long succession of centuries
a1 peculiar people to be the giiardians of Dis la.wvs and lthe kecepers
of luis coniandinents, tule ilebrew tongmi.c mas an instrument
by no mnean s insignificant. Language is one of the tliwee great
marks of distinction belw'een races; and witiî the singul ai and
mnost hionourable *excep)tioni of lreiand, cvery great na;tionialiî.y
thaï; lost ils Icangiiage lias i)ecoine a«,bsorbed in ine stronger
p)eople. And Jreland lias reniained startiingly distinct froml tlle
,c;ister lsland only because lier ciidren liad a superabundfance,
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