
1897] Vie Bible and the People. 5

coimon. people if they liave a hecart to worship God. This is
but a sinall part of whiat flie Bible can do for inen, and it is but
incidentai to Mie giving of its more sarious message. But it is
-worth mentioning iV hiere, because men are too often frighitened
away froiii the inost winsome book in the world because they do
noV knowv what is in it.

(b). The people necci the Bible to give thorn hope. The
,question c"Is life worMm living V'is ever hovering as a graunt
spectre in the horizon of niany men to-day, and to live seems for
thon- littie mnore than Vo bc perpetually pouring water into a
sieve. rrliey are working -%'ith forces that semi ever drivingr
them to the Wall, until at last they have lost ail amibition and
aliiiost ail hope. The messagce of the Bible is what these need.
It -will enlarge their horizon and let them sec that our life's cen..
tre of grraVity does noV lie wý.here they hiad thoughit it Vo lie; it
Nvill leV them sc that God is in the field. It will shiew them
what a broad and blessed thingr life may becomne, because it, ma.y
be possible for tlîeî to say, 19 o nie Vo, live is Chlris-t." IL is this
hiope and this outlookz that the people of Ontario and Quebec
necd Vo-day inore than Vhcy nee'ý anythiingr cisc. Avid it is tuie
Bible alone that tells whiat Mils life is and whiere iL inay be
found. IL tells of flic ncw birth, and of forgiveness of sins.

(e). The people need the Bible also Vo give Vo timeir lives
ce ti-ige of divie idccriism. The shadow of the other 'world
necds to fill on our ordinary homnes Vo, give then the charîn thai;
always cornies Vo, tue inan ý%vho lias the anchor of bis hope iii
anmother world. I once w'alked in the Trossaehis witm a Bighilaud
sheplierd w-ho wsbringingr his shoep in the spring baek Vo his
homne iii tue North, and iL wvas impossible Vo -%alk far xvith hlm
%vitliout realizing that thiose quiet mountains thirough which we
'waiked and in lvhie hoived hiad entercd into bis lioart with
thoir doininatingr idoahlismn. This could be seen in the roverent,
gIinces hoe cast upward and Ixeard in tue quiet tonos of his voice.
Thon' are grander and miore miajestic mountains than even these,
but iiy are noV seen with the naturzal eye, and it would be, the
gre.at", t ble..siing if every hiome in Ontario werc situated -where
thieir slîad1ows fiail. It is this that, wvil give richness to, the lMe
of otir people; it is this that w-ill grive thon a charin that noth-
ingr can resist. The sweetness and tcnderness of the home where
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