HE GIRAYFE
2Dy all the strange
gflatures to be seen in
BBlogical gurdens, none

more remarkable

the giraffe, the
@lest animal in the
Mrid. It was called
§ camelopard by the
fcients, because it had
legs like the cawmel,
was spotted like
leopard ; but it is
# really like cither
@mal, though it hus
gue resemblauce to
J@ camel, as in the
) pe of its nostrils and
s@per lip it is more
guly allied to the
br; but its most strik-
i peculiarities are all
g ow, und in general
i it is unlike any
er quadruped. The
pts with which it is
Jorned are  totally
ilerent tothose of the
@pard, being large,
$d of irregular shupe,
wafd are urranged in a
gfonetric pattern aloug
g sides. The swmall
Mrus with which its
fod is armed ure mude
f born, like those of
e 0x or deer, but are
g bone, and scem like
i prolongution of the
dWpues of the skull ; they
«d terminated by =«
Bt of stiff bristiey.
¥ The singular shape
[ % the giratle is adapted
its habits of life; it
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Tux Girvares,

feeds ou  the young
branches and top shoots
of the trees, and its long
fore-legs and neck en-
able it tu browse at a
far greater height than
any other animal.

n feeding it stretches
up its neck, and with
its loug prehensile
tongue, which it can
protrude to a surprising
distance, hooks down
the tegder shoets abd
leaves nto its mouth,
Hut the cieature’s pecu-
lar torm, though en-
abling it to feed on
what 1t bhes best, 1
<otye times the canse of
ity desteuction. The
fore-legs are so long
that to 1each the ztound
1 has to stre b them
wide apart, and bend
down s ek wm oo
semt oiscde, and winle
drihinginthisdefeuce-
less attitude the hon or
leupatd - springs  upon
i1, and OVETpOWers it
before 1t can  tecover
wself.  The girfle 1y
1ather o« tinad antmal,
and ay it tuus with
givat swiftness it usu
ally  seeks  safety
fhisht  bat when hoerd
pressed it will tun and
Twat b even the hoy
by strihungzs out with ity
strong ore-hoots, s
hurus, too, though they
ate so stall, wre cap-
able of jutlicting severe
injunies.



