
Sinters, also Sr. do St. Nom de Marie, Above this i- a crucifix, a statuette !
Miss Perpétue Leclerc, of Sr. Ko- of the Pleased Virgin, two pictures of I All the time not spout In prayer Is

gene. I'. lay Sister, and Sr. Marie saints 3x4 Inches in size and without I 8p«*nt in work. The S stern make all
Pernadettv |uee MU* Mint Menard, of frames. Above the bed hangs a picture kllltia vf church vestments and church
St. Hyacinthe, I*. Q, touriere or out 10x12. Each cell is provided with one j necessaries, linens, caudles, flowers, etc.,
Sitter. common chair, a white metal candle placques are painted, as well as statues M1 we Wt‘rH to claim any merit from

Sr. St. Coeur de Marie later founded stick, a broom, dust pan and duster. :iud crucifixes, also rosaries and scapu- I our suffering, that would depreciate our 
the Convent in Portland, Oregon, and The walls are without paint or paper ; lars and other articles of piety. Saviour's suffering. It would be equiv-
died in that city several years ago. Sr. plain clean plaster. The floors are Shrouds lor the dead are made to aient to saying: “His sufferings were
Marie Réparatrice, who was a devoted common wood, neither painted nor car- order and articles embroidered. All ,l,,t sufficient." A comfortable false
mistress of novices for several years, petted in any way. work is performed in perfect silence and creed." Our sufferings in themselves
also passed away som« years ago. Sr. On each cejj door is an inscription in a spirit of penance. Washing and »re supernaturally worthless. United
Marie Bernadette, touriere Sister, also ench aH . • uPar solitude, only beat!- Ironing and the heavier work of the with Christ’s, they are profitable unto
long ago bade adieu to this vale ot tears, tilde,” “To bumble self, to repair, and to household is performed by all the Sisters life eternal. So far fromdepreciating
Thus three of the self-sacrificing found- suffer such is my device," “He loved in common, choir Sisters as well as lay His pains, we put a premium on them
resses have gone to their reward. me and delivered himself for me," “1 Sisters. ‘ bX striving to imitate them. He

But the scriptural “grain of mustard am the servant of the Lord,” etc. A saint has said, “ the cells of the "" to sutler, not out of need,
seed” has not ceased to grow and multi- monks united in the desert were like a hut from condescension. He w< uld
ply, and many of Ottawa’-, fair daughters hkiib aims ROME hpaotivui. fainting* tav** of bees." There each had in his make us like Himself. He would 
as well as those of other cities have lu the corridors, on the stairways and hands the wax f labor, and in his mouth havens co-operate in our own redemp-
sought and loved the shadow of the in the principal rooms, are magnificent the honey of psalms and prayers.” tion, fight with Him for our liberty,
cloister cf the Precious Blood. oil paintings, all are the work of the Thus it is in our own day in the mon- 11 our sufferings depreciate Christ’s,

sisters. None of them are framed. In astery of the Precious Blood, for silence then all human activity is worthless 
the entry is a striking Rose< f Lima and j8 on|y broken during work to recite »“d injurious to the omnipotent God. 
a little further on Is a beautiful Annuu- aloud a short prayer every fifteen The Almighty could dispense us from 

Papal approval on the LOth of October, ciation. In niches on the stairway, are minutes. * labor. Christ could dispense us from
1890. Seldom has an institute been so two statues of the Sacred Heart and St. other vonvbnth founded mortification. It is not a question of
highly honored while still so young in , Theresa. „ .. ...... r possibility; ’tis a question of fact.
years, being then only In its thirty-fifth lu the novitiate hall is a work of art Blood” have bwn ‘founded since' our What a mockery of truth to represent 
year, and during the lifetime of the which merits more than passing notice, glut» branch was established, as fol- Vhri#l ■u«®rl“« on the cross as a

An alcove is painted to represent a , , 1SHS «« ,,ivprH i> . martyr in the arena just to entertain
bank ot violets on which a lattice work Rmoklvn N V •!«!>•> MuntâviVlà the spectators. he Roman populace

In 1808 the Sisters purchased “Elm- stands through which lilies peep. A y.J i>0/t|and Oregon"' ISO'. Sher- ,u*vw dreamed of sharing the pangs of 
bank," which had been the residence of statue of the Blessed Virgin stands . . ,ooj; i. t the victims who died to make a Roman
the lato Mr. MaoKsy, situated on Echo j In the alcove. The enable .hue. MMehe.t^,‘N. 11.: 11)02, li.tarofcutm I 1IA'“‘ thrr"„ ™ Chrieti.ne.
Drive and extending to Bank street, great artistic skill. Ill this novices Notre Dame de Levis P. <>.; I',li)7 j C hrist followers, win» fondly dream that
A wing to the stone residence and a hall are portraits of the founder and Juliette |> n * ' ' to crucify the flesh is superstition and
chapel were built of wood and the Sis- foundress, desks for study and a harmou- | ,, [folly. He said: “Take up your cross
ters removed nere towards tne end oi lum lor practice. i M'V.viviN a -oviate fol n dim. i and follow Me." The traditional meau-
.Jum-in 18U8. In the basement is a very small Of the four foundresses of this com- iug of the word cross is clear. It is a

reason for our deeds. Mental anarchy 
is as insupressible as a volcano.

Some people choose to believe that our 
Divine Saviour suffered for us, in such a 
way as to dispense us from all suffering.

tivated Miss Oaouette a heart. Until Time passed with inevitable trials and 
such time as her sublime task could he contradictious for Miss Cannette and 
commenced she preferred an active and indecision and anxiety for Bishop La

Rocque. but the hour for action at 
length came.

In the mediaeval days in the Old 
World the establishment of a uewlorder 
devoted to prayer and jienance was 
heralded by extraordinary manifestions 
from heaven, and these were not lacking 
to the new community in the new world 
fifty years ago.

WITHIN CONVENT WALLS WO IlK DONE II Y THE MISTERS

GOLDEN JUBILEE OF THE SIS- useful life in her father's home to all 
PRECIOUS the foibles with which young women of 

means usually conceru themselves.
Gossiping residents of St. Hyacinthe, 

of which every town has not a few, were 
not slow in commenting on Miss Caou- 

Tbe Institute of the Sisters of the etfce's manner of life. Some criticized,
Precious BloodIcelebrated the fiftieth some censured, some considered her
anniversary of the foundation of the foolish, and even among those from 
community on the 14th of September, whom she .should have received encour-
lu the Ottawa Convent aud all the con- agement, she received nothing but new
vents of the Precious Blood,but particu- suffering and coldness. When Miss 
larlv in the Mother House In St. Ilya- Caouette assumed a plain black costume 
cinthe the ceremonies were of a special- in token of her renunciation of vanity, 
lv solemn nature. “ eccentricity ” became the topic of dis-
3 This is a community of the contemple- course, but when later a distinguished 

tive order. Contemplative religious society lady united with her many “ of 
aim at imitating the hidden and in- little faith ” were shocked and knew not 
terior life of the Saviour, and do not what to say. 
mix with the outer world nor engage women's tong DBS
directly in external work for its benefit.
They are cloistered, that is to say, they 
never leave the convent or enclosed 
grounds unless permitted by the Bishop 
for a very grave reason.

While the active orders, owing to 
their work for the spiritual intellectual 
or corporal welfare of the outside world 
are understood by the world, the con­
templative life is sometimes regarded as 
a useless one.

“Why don’t they do something ?” is a 
question often asked. Unfortunately 
visible and material success is the be­
loved id»*M of too many of ns. 
can one say that a life is useless which 
is devoted, however, secretly to adoring 
Almighty God, to meditating on the 
life and sufferings of His divine Son, 
and praying, hour after hour, and day 
after day. for the church, for the con­
version of sinners, and for the eternal 
welfare of the world at large. Will 
the thinking world agree with Tenny­
son that : “More things are wrought by 
prayer than the world dreams of.”

Some say only “melancholy" people 
become religious ; but a mistress of 
novices will not usually receive a melan­
choly character aud those who know say 
that “joy and peace pervades the 
cloister."

Religion replaces the twilight of 
transitory dreams by the radiant ser­
enity of an undying light. Religion has 
consecrated the supreme triumph of 
love. “She crowns the most tender and 
powerful passions by something sweeter 
and stronger still, the happiness and the 
glory of sacrificing them to God. It is 
in monasteries that this science of true 
happiness and real love has been longest 
taught and practiced.1'

Religion does not interdict the warm 
impulse of affection, or penetrating 
sympathy in souls consecrated to God.
The bonds of friendship are sweeter still 
when sanctified by “love divine.” Why 
then, I wonder, should anyone think a 
monastery “gruesome” or “cold.“

THETERS OF 
BLOOD

By M. Teresa O’Fariell

INSTITUTE IH FOUNDED
“Autumn once more begins to teach, 
Sere leaves their annual sermon preach. 
And with the southward slipping sun 
Another stage of life is done."

It is the month of September, 18(11. 
Miss Caouette is about to gather ripe 
fruits of “summer hours"—about to 
realize the ardent desire of many years. 
Miss Caouette had attained her twenty- 
eighth year.

On the 14th September, the day on 
which the church celebrates the feast of 
the Exaltation of the Cross, Bishop La 
Rocque formally blessed and inaugur­
ated the infant community, which began 
its existence in the quaint home of Mr. 
Jos. Caouette, father of the foundress 
on Girouard street, St. Hyacinthe.

With the foundress were associated 
three highly esteemed young ladies of 
St. Hyacinthe. They were Miss Hen­
rietta Hamilton, who had come from 
England some years previous, and up to 
this time had taught English in the 
congregation of Notre Dame Convent 
School, Miss Euphrasle Caouette, cousin 
of the foundress, aud Miss Sophie 
Raymond.

The opening ceremonies were very 
Depressive, aud were attended by 
several bishops and a great Dumber of 
priests and faithful from the surround­
ing dioceses.

PROFESSION TWO YEARS LATER

PAPAL APPROVAL
Alas ! what untold suffering have not 

women’s tongues caused. I might in­
clude men's tongues, also, in this case, 
but the dear, masculine faults are ho 
numerous, that I may be excused for 
tempering justice with mercy aud elimin­
ating the guilt of this one from their 
already heavy catalogue.

However, Miss Caouette frequently 
had reason to wish tongues wer«- silent, 
that she might pass uiffiotieed. With a 
recluse of old she might have replied to 
objections to her resolution : “ 1 hear 
a voice you cannot hear, 1 see a hand 
you cannot see which beckons me away."

Ever since the days of Christ the way 
to God has been the way of Calvary. It 
is not surprising then that such a sub­
lime work for the salvation of souls 
should have met with obstacles and that 
its foundress, like the Divine Master, 
should have been more familiar with 
thorns and brambles in her path than 
with roses and smiles of encouragement.
But the love of the souls He died to re­
deem was too strong in Miss Caouette's 
heart to al ow her to abandon her inten­
tion. The salvation of souls was music 
to Miss Caouette; her absorbing thought, 
the realizing of what she felt was the 
work of God destined for her in founding 
a community of cloistered religious who 
would consecrate their lives in prayer, 
penances and reparation for the sins of 
the world.

To her devotedness and the work ac- . , . . ,
complished from the foundation of that I richly decorated chapel, 
work until her death the many branches first branch in Toronto

of her community in Canada and the The late Archbishop Lynch, of 
United States bear ample testimony. Toronto, having asked for a colony of

the Sisters of the Precious Blood, the 
first branch convent of the community 
was founded there in 18(>9, and is situ­
ated on St.‘Joseph street.

In 1874 Bishop Bourget, of Montreal, 
called the Sisters to his diocese. Their 
convent in that diocese is situated at 
Notre Dame de Graces.

OTTAWA FOUNDATION

The rule of the Institute received

foundress.
convent at “ei.mrank"

But how

Neither the chapel nor the monastery kitchen, a refectory and a laundry ' muuity which has made such marvelous burdensome, a heavy word ; hut there 
can claim any architectural beauty, nor, without a vestige G modern apparatus ; progress in the last fifty years only one i it in. Shirk it and you shun Uhrist. it
of course, any appean-.uce of wealth, for lessening of labor, ordinary tubs and j survives, viz., Rev. Mother St. Joseph, j is the toll exacted for travelling on the
The grounds are extensive and in front wash boards and a large table for iron- nee Miss Euphrasie Caouette. She is King's highway. You can t break
of the chapel are well shaded by beauti- iug. ‘he much loved superioress of the through the toll-gate with Christ
ful trees. From the west side of the q„ descending the stairs to the Toronto monastery. planted there. St. Paul, taught at the
monastery the grounds «re enclosed ior lauudrv we see a life-size crucifix on a coxgratulationh to community leet of Christ, practised personal morti-
the Sister*' use. This is the ouly part ,„i[lted background representing 0.1- Aud msnv congratulations will be ex- llcatl'm. sweated at the loom,
of the world outside the convent walls vary and j„ an excellent piece of work. t|l|ldl.d to the good mother these days watched, and wept .cl. t I:. . I himselfwith
which the Sister» ever see, or where 0n this same basement floor also Is the „nd many fervent wishes expressed that the .. ......................... f > hrmt. He did It
they may enjoy out-doer life. I’rocure or bursar's office. she may be spared still many years to l,u*' *° ,"u1ch,l" attain higher perfection

The interior of the public chapel, ms kou betbextants the community fur which she ha* made “ through fear of filling away and of
which is open to all every day, ,s very «' "M fob bbteeatants many aaerilcea, and which the lalth- '>«•*«« t.hriat. I chastise my body
pretty and inspiring. Many very good In the basement under the public fu| |laTe |eani(.d t„ hold iu auch hlph : and bring t into subjection, lest per-
paintings decorate the walls, represent- chapel are four neatly and comlortably v8t(1(,m , before the celebration uf I haps while I preach to others I myself

Seven years later a wing of the pre- I ing the Crucifixion, Jthe Mater furnished bed rooms, a dining room thi8 golden anniversarv.—Ottawa Even- 8hould become a castaway "(l Cor 9:27).
sent monastery was begun, aud advanced Dolorosa, the Ecce Homo and many and a parlor for the convenience of iug Journal. ’* Are we made of finer clay ? Chastise-
frotn year to year, until its completion scenes iu the suffering life of Christ, ladies woo may wish to retire there for b _____ § m_______ 1 ment «>f the flesh does not necessarily
presents a well-finished monastery aud All are the work of the bisters. Very a number of days of prayer and retreat mean the discipline used by moral

llatteriug comments have frequently from the cares and vanities of the CRUCIFY THE FLESH heroes. But chastise ourselves we must
been heard on the artistic decoration of world. ' or become The Church 'tys
this chapel on festivals. Apparently the sisters do not impose down the law of lasting and abstinence.

To the left of the sanctuary we see the austerity of their own lile on the *ri* Prone to vindicate our con- it is the easiest form of chastising our
the Sisters' choir, as it is called, a white retreatauts, for they speak iu the high- duct, right or wrong. I'ride is a secret, b0(ji«»8i It is the A. B. C of mortlflca-
painted grating dividing their chapel est terms of the kindness shown them. tenacious companion. All unwittingly ^iou. It is the milk given to the babes,
from the sanctuary aud the public Scrupulous cleanliness, order and we approach a practical religion whose ^he moral infants. Meat In for the 
chapel. neatness have a beauty all their own heart-symbol is: “Whatever I do is | strong. Meantime if we refuse the milk,

and this beauty is everywhere visible right. The seusual man scoffs at vvhivt can we take ? Saoerdos in St.
iu the monastery of the I’reeious Blood, mortification. Why ? Because he thinks .John's Calendar. Brooklyn.

it absurd. But, again, why does he so 
judge it? Because be is unmortified, 
sell indulgent, a gond animal man. Ills 
deeds are but a profession of his creed:
“Whatever I do is right.” In the name 
of truth and common sense he berates 
the mortified man. He does so, not be­
cause the conduct of his brother is a 
scourage upon his own fat back, but be­
cause he is a lover of what is right aud 
true. So he says, so he asks us to he- The Course 
Heve. 'Tis a hard saying. Word b'a“s
jugglery and pretentiousness are never | > i,Mhe Àcaiiemi<- Deparinu-m i«miI alien tion is 
in season. Lent is a serious time. The ' N.^dfewoik'8"1" ^ F,,,e Ar,s* lMd‘n and
Church does not ask US to please mortify ' T'umls on wmpirting Him Musical Course 
our fiesh during this season. She com- I passm* a siKTr^ftil «'xamin.Tlion. romlm-tnd l»v
mauds us. We d„ not argue with the j
physician who prescribes bitter inedi- i f,,r the degree <>r Bachelor of Music of Toio 
cine. We take it in silence. The I University

,, j, I he Studio is affiliated with theChurch could not, if she would, dispense .m,i aw .mis r.-aciu is" < vrtificatcs
US from the law of mortification. Self- 111'the Collegiate Department pupils aie prepared
preservation, nature', dictate, prescribe, '« "« clISnïT'l .’ST"
self-mantery. The law in our members, Diploma', awarded for pmli. o il. y m Phono- 
the growling of the beast, will rule aud K^aphy and Typewriting. For Prospectus, ad-
ruin if we do not mortify the deeds and *ie 
instincts of the ilesh. Evolution is now 
king in the things of the mind. Man 
assumes suj>eriority over his for bears 
as a birthright. Fasting, it is graci­
ously conceded, was necessary for a | 
more animal stage in the upward 
development of the race. But low it 
were an anachronism. It has gone the 
way of the ox cart and the stage coach. xnpnwTn 
These doctrines are in the air. They 1 LI
are disease germs, deadlier than the de­
stroyers of physical life.

Concupisceuce will yield to smooth 
school remedies, tongue filing, and 
mind-veneering, when cancer yields to a 
porous plaster. If we keep the rod of 
mortification from the back of our un­
ruly passions, we may be as learned as 
Plato, but, morally, we will be degener­
ate savages. We must drink deep of 
the living water! of faith to nerve onr- 
selves for fasting. If there were a right 
to believe anything there would be a 
co-relative right to do anything. Act 
is but the incarnation of belief. As 
long as we are rational we must have a

Two years later Miss Caouette made 
professioZt as Mother Catherine Aurelie 
du Pricienx Sang. The community 
numbered ten. The cottage monastery 
was no longer large enough, aud the 
community removed to a larger house at 
a short distance.

DEATH OF REV.' MOTHER CAOUETTE
In 1905 sad news was wafted to the 

several branches of the community. The 
Mother Foundress was stricken with a 
serious form of heart disease. 
Bishops of the different dioceses in which 
these convents were situated spontane­
ously ordered the superioresses of each 
convent with several companions to pro­
ceed to the Mother House in St. Hya­
cinthe.

This was an extraordinary privilege 
to accord to cloistered religious, who 
never leave their cloister without very 

Thirty nine sisters has-

A VISIT TO THE MONASTERY
The But would you like to visit the mon­

astery ? On entering you find on the
right a small parlor in which the Arch- cjj0ir alters wear a white woolen
bishop and chaplain sre received, and tun, , ,m0 piece dr,,8S| a girdle
on the left the chaplain » room, which ,s ()f w„rated in whi,,b is woven the In-
not often in use, a» the chaplain, Rev. t nts of the Passion, a long red
Father Constantineau, resides at the 
Archbishop’s Palace. To the left also 
is the parlor in which visitors to the 
Sisters are received. A grating, painted 
white, in both parlors, divides you from 
the cloister and the Sister whom you 
wish to see. Thus far and no further 
may the world enter a cloistered oon-

Although this sounds austere, the re is 
nothing gloomy or sad about the convent 
parlor, and the happy and smiling faces 
of the religious betoken happy and con­
tented lives. These Sisters do not 
wear veils over their faces like the 
Carmelites aud some other austere

DRESS WORN BY THE SISTERS

©bucaticmal.
On the 130th July, 1880, the late la­

mented Archbishop Duhamel of Ottawa 
asked Itev. Mother Caouette to found a 
branch of the institute of the Sisters of 
the Urecious Blood in this city. The 
Rev. Mother and Sisters in chapter as­
sembled on the 15th August of the 

year, aud decided co establish a 
branch iu Ottawa, but the matter was 
deferred until the following year.

Apparently the financial prospects of 
the community were not sunny. They 
could not afford to build a convent in 
Ottawa, but in this they who were 
wedded to holy poverty found no sorrow 
but rather joy.|

On the 25th of March. 1887, Mgr. Du­
hamel wrote to Rev. Mother Caouette 
offering her and her community a small 
wooden house of one storey on St. Pat­
rick street, near the Archbishop’s Pal­
ace, which had been the first residence 
of the Gray Nuns of the Cross. The 
little chapel which these Sistera had 
built at the back of the bouse was still 
in the state iu which they had left it.

I Le would leave the property, be wrote, 
at her disposal for a certain number of 
years until their means permitted them to 
buy a property and build a monastery, 
and he offered to cede also to them aud 
enclose for their use a portion of the 
Arcnbishopric garden adjoining this 
property.

Two days later Rev. Mother Caouette 
replied that after consultation with the 
officers of the community, with the 
Bjshop of St. Hyacinthe and Mgr. Ray­
mond, they unanimously accepted with 
thanksgiving His Grace’s offer, and re­
garding the humble home offered 
to them she wrote: “It is more fitting 

which should remind us

ST. JOSEPH’S 
ACADEMY

INSTITUTE OF CANADIAN BIRTH 
Many have been under the impres­

sion that the Institute of the Sisters of 
the Precious Blood was of ancient and 
foreign origin, but such is not the case. 
This community owes its origin to a 
Canadian lady, and was founded in St. 
Hyacinthe, a picturesque little city on 
the Yamaska river in the Province of 
Quebec, juat fifty years ago, on the 14th 
of September. Hence it can claim both 
native and modern birth.

Miss Aurelie Caouette was the foun­
dress, and Mgr. Joseph LaRocque, Bis­
hop of St. Hyacinthe, was the founder, 
and was assisted by the wise counsel aud 
zeal of Monsiguor Raymond.

WHO WAS MISS CAOUETTE ?
Anrelie Caouette was born in St. Hya­

cinthe in the Province of Quebec, on 
the 11th of July, 18:33, aud was baptized 
on the same day in the Church of the 
Rosary. Her father, Joseph Caouette, 
was a wealthy blacksmith, and a highly 
esteemed citizen.

Aurelie was one of seven children, 
three girls and four boys, and from her 
tenderest years manifested unusual 
piety and a winning amiable disposition. 
At an early age she was placed as a 
pupil in the Convent of the Congrega­
tion of Notre Dame in St. Hyacinthe.

Gifted with a rare intellect she soon 
attained first rank among the pupils. 
Her open-hearted gaiety and joyousuess, 
her thonghtfulnese of her companions 
and generosity in assisting them in the 
most amiable and delicate manner, 
obliterated the thought of her superior­
ity aud success aud at a period when 
as a rule jealousy is so easily fostered in 
young hearts, little Aurelie was the re­
cipient of nothing but affection from 
her class-mates.

MISS caouette's school days

As a pupil she was remarkable for her 
modesty, her horror of attracting atten­
tion, and her utter lack of affection. A 
lovable simplicity was ever the keynote 
to her character, and such was her 
lively faith aud love of prayer even 
in those early years that when sable 
night had lulled into sound sleep all 
the other occupants of the convent dor­
mitory, little Aurelie was more than 

surprised by her teachers kneeling, 
hands clasped appealingly and rapt in 
fervent petition to the Giver of all good 
gifts.

Is there not something touchingly 
significant 
this young soul already preparing for 
the life work for which she was destined; 
a cloistered life of prayer and reparation 
for the sins of the worldly.

Days and years passed happily for 
little Aurelie, in this educational sane 
turn, and all too quickly it would seem, 
for at the age of seventeen, when most 
young ladies are longing for graduation 
honors and the gay whirl of worldly 
society, Miss Auriele Caouette was sad; 
the thought of bidding adieu to her 
beloved teachers and companions was 
painful.

She wrote thus to a friend : “I must 
leave this asylum of innocence, this 
asylum where I have tasted all the 
happiness of a peaceful life embellished 
by the charms of virtue which I see im­
printed on the countenances of so many’ 
virgins, I must leave here. Oh 1 what 
a sad destiny is mine. I must leav<‘ if 
not forever, at least for a time.”

BIDS ADIEU TO CONVENT SCHOOL

scapular extending irom the neck, back 
aud front to almost lower edge of the 
dress, a white linen guimpe, and coiffe, 

bite linen band across the forehead 
and a black veil, un the front iold of 
which is appliqued a small red cross. 
A white long cloak is worn in the 
chapel in presence of the Blessed 
Sacrament. A silver cross and ring 
completes an inspiring and harmon­
ious costume.

The lay sisters are attired similarly in 
everything but the tunic itself which is 
black on account of the kitchen and 
culinary work to which they attend. 
The touriere or out-sisters, that is to 
say, those sisters who attend to the out­
door work of the community aud are 
not cloistered, wear a plain, black dress, 
red girdle and neat white cap and black 
veil.

St. Alban St. 
TORONTO

grave reason, 
tened to the Mother House.

Her iilness was oi long aud painful 
duration, but borne with that serenity 
which had marked all her sufferings, 
perfectly conscious she continued to 
calmly advise and direct her religious 
until the very last. Thus did a valiant 
life close with a valiant death within a 
few days of her seventy-third birthday.

REV. MOTHER CAOUETTE'S RELATIVES
Of Rev. Mother Caouette’s family, 

only one sister at present survives, 
Madame Louis Benoit, Mother of Dr. 
Benoit, of St. Hyacinthe, three of whose 
daughters have consecrated their lives 
to God in this community. They are 
Rev. Mother Aurelie de Jesus, Super­
ioress of the convent iu Ottawa, Sister 
Immaculate, assistant Superioress of the 
convent in Toronto, and Sister Cather­
ine d'Alexandrie of Ottawa.

The late Mr. Elie Caouette, the young­
est and best beloved brother of the late 
Mother Foundress, also gave three 
daughters to religion. They are Rev. 
Mother Catherine de Jesns, at present 
Superioress of the convent in Portland 
Oregon, Sister Marie de la Trinité, bur­
sar of the Ottawa convent, and Sister 
Marie de Carmel, one of the foundresses 
of the Brooklyn convent and at present 
residing in the Toronto convent.

ruction in this Academ 
suit ihlc tn the edurati

1ÏÏ

i loveinment Art

orders.
When the Sisters removed from St. 

Patrick street,before their present clois­
ter was completed, a favored few were 
permitted to visit the interior, and an 
intimate friend has favored me with an 
accurate description.

More or less curiosity exists ever y- 
where about cloisters and their interior 
furnishings.

It is commonly agreed—among men— 
that curiosity is a woman's failing. 
Idle curiosity I would not be ambitious 
to gratify. Pious curiosity can be 
gratified through another source.

But recently a gentleman was heard 
saying that an illustration of an interior 
of a cloister “would t appeal to him.” 
This could not be construed as mere 
curiosity. It is “intellectual vigor," as 
Johnson defined it, and I concluded the 
Journal would be pleased in this case, 
as in every case, to foster “intellectual 
vigor."

MOTHER SUPERIOR.

St. Michael’s 
College

DAILY ROUTINE OF THF. SISTERS

The convent bell rings every morning 
at five. A sister who is appointed to do 
so passes from cell to cell, repeating 
“Benedicamus Domino" and awakening 
the sisters who may not have heard the 
bell. The sistera respond; “Deo Grat­
tas" and arising offer a short prayer 
and dress.

From half past five until half past six 
the sisters spend in meditation. At 
half past six they assist at Mass and 
remain in the chapel at thanksgiving 
until half past seven when they break-
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At nine o’clock they recite Prime, 
Tierce, Sext and None of the Divine 
Office aud afterwards meditate 
the sufferings of Christ until 9 45.

At a quarter 
the bell rings for examination of con 
science. At twelve they recite the An­
gélus and proceed to the refectory for 
dinner, which is partaken of in perfect 
silence. Not a word is ever spoken in 
the refectory at any meal. During the 
meals some spiritual work is read aloud 
by one of the sisters.

After dinner the sisters pay a short 
visit to the Blessed Sacrament and 
have recreation until half past one, 
which is enjoyed in the garden or in the 
community ball. At half past one they 

present at a s ritual reading.
At three o'clock the Way of the 

Cross takes place, followed bv Vespers 
and Compline which is not offer until 
after four o’clock.

At half past five a third of the Rosary 
is recited and the sisters remain in the 
chapel in prayer until half past six. At 
half past six supper is served and the 
sisters leave the refectory reciting a 
psalm and have recreation until eight 
o'clock, but interrupted at half past 

while the litany of the Blessed 
Virgin!is recited.

At 8 o’clock the Sisters proceed to the 
chapel again to recite the last prayers 
of the day and to read the subject of 
meditation fur the following morning. 
The Memorsre is recited and the Sisters 
retire to their cells. At 8:30 the bell 
tolls and the Sisters are heard reciting 
that touching psalm of supplication, 
De Profoundis, for the departed souls 
and the Sisters ret're to their comfort­
less couches to rest.

At midnight the Sisters are called to 
the chapel for the recitation of Matins 
and Lauds and an Act of Reparation for 
the sins of the world.

It is an impressive sight to see the 
Sisters in the choir at this midnight 
hour praying for the sinning world. All 
the Sisters, choir, lay and touriere wear 
a vivid red garment with the coiffe and 
black veil which they wear during the 
day. It is their supreme hour of expia­
tion and on three nights of each week 
they leave from the chapel alter praying 
for corporal penance.

“They die not, who when life was theirs, 
Worked for the souls of men ;
In noble deeds their words inspired, 
Their spirits live again."

They who labor in God’s vineyard 
Sow*that other souls may reap ;
And the seed their hands have planted 
Grows when they from labor sleep."

INTERIOR OF THE CLOISTER before twelve o'clockfor a sanctuary 
of the immolations of Golgatha . . .
to lay the foundation of our little edifice 
we are well content to have for a corner 
stone the glorious humility and rich 
poverty of Christ."

On crossing the threshold of the 
cloister we enter a passage which leads 
to the “Community room," where the 
Sisters assemble to receive religious in­
struction, the chapter meetings are held, 
spiritual reading is attended and re- 
creatioH is enjoyed. One side of this 
room is occupied by book shelves, con­
taining
literature. A number of chairs and a 
sewing machine comprises the furnishing 
of this room, which measures 25x20 feet. 
On the same floor is the Sisters' choir, 
the Superioress’ room, aud the sacristy.

On the second floor above the Com­
munity room is the novitiate ; adjoining 
is the novices’ infirmary, secretary’s 
office, the linen mom, the artists’ room, 
where church vestments and other 
articles are designed ; there is also on 
this floor a room wi ere artificial and 

Uovers at e made, and also one iu

Rev. F. G. Powell, C. S. B.

MGR. LAROCQUE THE FOUNDER
Bishop Prince had decided upon the 

foundation of the Institute of the Sisters 
of the Precious Blood, but his death 
occurring before the accomplishment of 
his desires it is related that he left as a 
legacy to his successor the execution of 
his designs regarding the spreading of 
devotion to the Precious Blood and the 
establishment of the said institute.

Mgr. Joseph La Rocque, who 
noted for his great prudence and dis 
cretion, was
the episcopacy of St. Hyacinthe.

He would do nothing in haste. He 
wished to acquire a personal knowledge 
of all the reasons for so grave a step, 
and as if nothing had previously been 
done he proceeded to try the vocation 
of the foundress and nothing that could 
enlighten him regarding her dispositions 
aud real merit w»s neglected.

At times the Bishop even questioned 
public opinion. The foundation of such 
a convent was generally censured in St.
Hyacinthe. It was the assurance of the 
Divine Will that the Bishop desired 
above ail things, and he resolved to 
wait. Thus the question remained for a 
long time undecided.
...... who was MGR. Raymond ? Eight Sisters had been elected from

Monsignor J. S. Raymond, Domestic the -Mother House in SG. Hyacinthe to 
Prelate to His Holiness, for many years establish the Ottawa Convent. They 
Superior of the Seminary of St. were: Sr. St. Coeur de Marie, nee Miss 
Hyacinthe and Vicar-General of the Corinne Duguay, of Baie du Fevre, P., 
diocese, was^Miss Caouette’s spiritual Q., :Superioress, Sr. Aurelie de Jesus 
director from her childhood until his nee*Miss Marie Benoit, of So Hyacinthe 
death in 1887. He was regarded as a niece of the foundress; Sr. du Divin 
perfect type of the cultured Christian Coeur de Jesus, nee Miss Mathilde 

Miss Caouette bade adieu to her con- gentleman, and his scientific knowledge, Massue, of Varnne* P. Q ; Sr. Marie 
vent school days to return to an affec piety and zeal won the respect of all. Réparatrice, nee Miss R >sa Desnoyers 
tionate and happy home circle. Socially, He was the first apostle of devotion to „f Montreal, niece of the well-known 
both in Montreal and St. Hyacinthe, the the Precious Blood in Canada. Magistrate Deanoyers of that city; Sr.
affable and accomplished Miss Caouette Obviously Mgr. Raymond was deeply Mary Immaculate, nee Miss Mathilda 
was exceedingly pojiular, but higher interested iu the establishment of the Mereau, of Brooklyn, Ts. 'iSr. St. 
and nobler aims than the vain and Institute of the Precious Blood, and Francis of Sales, nee Miss Clotinde 
worldly could solve had long.before cap- greatly assisted Bishop La Rocque. | Vaguant, of ÿt. Marcil, P. Q , all choir

CONVENT ON HT. PATRICK STREET
And the little wooden structure 

which was then occupied by three ten­
ants, and had been the cradle of the 
Gray Nuns in Ottawa (at that time By­
town), was vacated and carpenters set 
to work to make alterations and repairs.

A less imposing or more unpreten­
tious monastery could not be imagined 
by any one than this little abode of 
piety presented exteriorly. But the 
mystical beauty of the interior of the 
little chapel still haunts the memory of 
many of ns.

a well-stocked library of sacred

Convent of the Sacred Heart
LONDON. ONTARIO

The training given by the Religious of the Sacred Heart comprises 
besides a thorough grounding in the ordinary branches of education :appointed his successor in

in this incident ? Was not Christian Doctrine.
Elements of Philosophy.
Ancient and Modern History. 
Literature, Ancient and Modern.
The English Language in all 

its branches.
Elements of Natural Science. 
Mathematics.
Latin, French, German. 
Needlework.
Music.
Drawing, Painting.

SISTERS ARRIVE IN OTTAWA 
The sisters arrived in Ottawa on May 

23, and accompanied by the Rev. Mother 
foundress, after first Vespers of the feast 
of our Lady of Good Help, May 24, 1887, 

conducted in procession from the 
Basilica to their new abode.

The arrival of the first contemplative 
community in Ottawa was heartily wel­
comed, and the Sister Portress was be­
sieged from morning until night by an 
ever-increasing number of visitors, who 
have continued to be not only visitors 
but admiring friends of the Sisters. 
SISTERS WHO WERE ELECTED TO OTTAWA

ip,which shroud* and vestments are made 
to order. Above the sacristy on the 

11 >or is the Professed Sisters’
Infirmary.

O'- the third floor are nineteen cells 
and three small dormitories, divided in­
to apartments, or cells, by white cotton 
curtains.

seven
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FURNT8H1NG8 OF SISTERS* CELLS

k * s
S?.» H.

The furnishings of every cell is the 
In each is a bed, which is liter- 

bed.” Instead 
or other bed-

ally “plank 
mattress

ding, a board is laid on an iron 
frame, covered with a sheet in summer 
and in winter with a quilt not an inch 
thick ; corn husk pillows are provided 
and white pillow-slips and spreads.

A wash-stand, wash-basin and pitcher 
of the plainest, the stand being 

merely a wooden bracket attached to 
the wall.

Another piece of furniture combines 
an oratory, a prie-dieu, a wardrobe and a 
writing desk in one. It was designed 
by the foundress and shows decided in­
genuity. It |is made of common wood, 
stained, and on the desk part is painted 
in black the form of a c ffln outlined in

-if
■

’ Conversation in foreign 
languages is made a specialty.still The Convent is agreeably 
situated, surrounded with large 
play grounds and every arrange­
ment is made that may contri-

GROTTO OF . LOURD 
ON THF. GROUNDS

bute to the improvement and comfort oi the pupils.
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