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SALVATION AND DESTRUCTION
CONTINUOUS PROCESSES
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and the perils that threaten life How
from the centesl fact of sin. - And salva
tion conaists, negatively, in the sweeping
away of all of these, whether the sin |
itself, or the fatal facility with which we
yield to it, or the desolation and perver

sion which it brings into all the facultics
and susceptibilities or the perversion of
relation toGod, and the consequent evils,
here and hereafter, which throng around
the evil-d¢ The sick. man is bealed,
and the man in peril is set in safety.

But, besides that, there ia a gregy deal
more. The cure is incomplets gill the
full tide of health follows convalescence.
When God saves He does not only bar
up the ron gate through which the
hosts of evil rush ont upon the defence
less soul, but He flings wide the golden
Faur through which the glad troops of
lessings and of graces flock around the
delivered spirit, and enrich it with all |
0ys pnd with all beduties.  Bo the posi
tive side of salvation is the investiture |
of the saved man with throbbing health
through all his veins, and the strength

that comes from a divine life. It is the
bestowal upon the delivered man of
everything that heneeds for blessedness
and 1or uferred, and
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a life, of many t itiful sod
sweet and gracious, of the graduval in-
crease of distance from Him, union with

whom is the condition of true life, of
the gradual sigking into the pit of utter
ruin, of the gradoal increase of that
death in life and life in death in which
living consciousness makes the - con-
acious s1bjrct aware that he is Jost : lost
to God, lost 1o bimeelt

Brethren, it is no pert of my business

| l"» to e this morning who * were

| hesrte, in whon

o vnlarge won sach awlful thoughts,
but the heighter the Hght of ssivation,
dutker | colipae of rujn whieh
gy it rotind. . This, then, Wabe 6
ontrast
11— Now note, secondly, the progred
stversens of both menduers of the alterns: {
i g iw
Al ataten of heart oF mind tend 16 in
‘ by the very fact of ‘Bontioossoe. | «
1a n grocens, and eviry part of g1
sjiritusi being s in dving maotion and
tintous setion 1o & given direction. |
S the aw o wirld, and for-every
in it, in sl regions of bis life
s rouch &s in the religious, s “ 4
1 that bath shall be g1 1 fie
shall have sbundance
Lok, then, at this thought of Ui pr
ores ich these two cmnditions be
e d more confirmed, eon
solidated, snd complete.  Salvation i a |
| progressive thing. In the w Testa |}
ment we bave that great idea looked st |
from three points of view. Sometimens |
it ix spoken of as having be |

&d in the p»\' in the can

ing sonl

bave

been

aid more than once
is mpoke of as being ace
present--“Ye are sa
than once. And sometimes it is

ated to the futire No

»w is your

{ New : stame)

passages which coin
with this text in regarding saiva
«, not the work of any one moment,
i nlinuous operation ranning
a pornt either in the
tuture, but & continued

“The Lord added
1 daily those that were

By one offoring He hath
prriected dor ever them that are being
saneLble And ire & pussage in the
socutid Bodsteto the Corinthians, which,
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Lt sxt, we read of the preach-
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Bo the process of being saved is going
on - long a8 & Christian oan lives'in
s worid’, and évery one who professes
Curiat's tollower ought, day by day,
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and conats, instead of pressing inward
and makiog it sll your own. G :wmg
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And on the other side, as certainly,
there is progressive detériorstion and
ruin. How many men there are listen-
far
'r beiny: delivered from their sins
when the y were lads than they bave ever
been since! How many in whom. the
sensibility to the message of salvation
has disappeared, in whom the world has
ossified their consciences and their
there is & more entire
and uostruggung submission to low
things and selfisa things, and worldly
things, and wicked things, than there
used to be! Iam sure that there are
people in this place this morning who
were hu better, and far happier, when
+ poor and young, and eould
nu“ t nv with generous emotion and
at the Word of God, than they
are twday. Why! there are some of
you that could no more bring back your
tormer loftier impulses, and compunc-
tion of spirit, and throbs of desire to:
wards Christ aud His salvation, than you
could briog back the birds’ nesta or the
suows of your yoythful years. You are
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God, and so find himswif, and the other
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ty of woe and evil the lies beneath every
human life ap » p» o ibility
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cmbined, bul which yel are hoth troe.
It in true that nen perish, or are saved, |
because the Cross - is to them respeciive

iy “ foolishness, ' or * the power of God,”
And the other thing ia (rm—, that the
| Cross is to them “ foolishness,”” or “ the

power of God," because respectively they
are perishing or beiog saved. Tuat is
not putting the cart hefore the horse,
but both aspects of the truth are troe,

{ you see nothing in Jesus Christ, and
His desth for us sll, exeept  foolish
ness,” something unfit to do you any
ood, and unnecessary to be taken into
socount in your lives—oh! my friends,
that is the condembation of your eyes,
sid not of the thing. you look at. If a
man, gezing on the sun at twelve o’clock
on & June day, says to me, 1t is not

bright,” the only thing I'have to say to
him is, “ Friend, you had better go to an
ocnlist.””  And if to us the Cross is “{ool-

ishness,” it la because already a process
of “perixhing” has gone 8o far that it has
attacked our capacity of recognizing the
wisdom and love of God when we see it.

But on the other hand, if we clasp that
Cross in simple trust, we find that it is
the power which saves us out of all urs,
sorrows and dangers, and “shall gave us”
at last “into His heavenly kingdom.”

Dear friends, that message leaves no
man exactly as it found him, My words,
I-ferl, this mnming‘ have been very poor,
set by the side of the greatness of the
theme ; but, poor as they have been, you
will not be exactly the same man after
them, if you have listened to them, as
you were before. Thedifference may be
very imperceptible, but it will be real.
One more, almost invisible, film, over
the wyc-ha” one more thin layer of wax
on the ear ; one moréTold of insensibility
round the heart and conscience—or else
some yielding to the love; some finger
put out to take the s-lmunn. some
tightening of pressure of the sickness ;
some retoval of the peril snd the dan-
ger. The same sun blinds diseased eyes
and gladdens sound ones. - The same fire
melts wax and hardens clay. “This
Child is set for the rise and fall of many
in Israel.” “Tothe one He is the savor
of life unto life; to the other He is the
anvor of death unto death.” Which is
He, fer He i one of them, to you ?

.- .
Twelfth International Christian En-
deavor Convention.

The twelfth International Christian
Endeavor convention is, next July, tobe
held in Montreal. In many respects
this city is admirably adapted for its
reception and entertainment.  Situated
on the bank of the Bt. Lawrence, a rail-

. wiy terminus for many important lines,

it is equally accessible by water or by
land. Past experience with its winter
‘carnivals has satisfactorily shown that
transportation lines which centre here
can handle an immense number of visi-
tors with comfort to all concerned.

‘As in Minneapolis, the homes of the
city will open their doom to receive the
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| Children like to gather around grand-
} father's or grandmother's chair, and hear

them tell abous the days n they
were young. They may nterested
{ to-dsy in hearing sboot the Sabbath as
i1 was kept in New England filty years

| ago. It began Saturday night, as soon
s the sun went down behind the westera
byils, when the children heard their
| father or mother calling from the door,

Come in now, boys and girls; don't |
you know it is sundown?" They went
into the house very quietly, these young
‘...m gat down mno studled the Cate-
| chism questions and Bibleverses. There
was quite & strife to know who could
commit the largest number of verses
ench week. Many of the scholars would |
recite whole chapters to their teachers
Now that those scholars have grown to
be gray-haired men and women, they
tell us that they believe that kind of
teaching was the very best kind of Sun-
day-school. No matter how many other
things they have forgotten, those Bible
verses have stayed l.y them. They can
repest now every verse they learned
then. A dear oid blind grandmother
says she does not know what she shonld
do now, were it not for the Bible verses
ahé learned when she was young, When
her heart is troubled, she repeats the
fourteenth chapter of John, *Let not
your heart ‘be troubled ; ye believe in
God, believe also in Me.” When she
feels weary she repeats the chapters in
Revelation about the beantiful civy, with
its gates of pearl and its streets of gold.
When she feels burdened with her sins
she repeats the verses about Christ's
forgiveness of those who come to him
penitent and believing. Early in the
morning some quieting pealm comes to
her mind.

As our Sabbath began at sundown Sat-
urday night, it closed at sundown Sun-
day night. To tell the whole truth,
we must admit that the children of those
times looked out of the windows pretty
often to see when the sun was going
down, and when his great round face
began to sink behind the hills, and when
the last thin golden edge dropped,
the long xeprmmn of child-nature was
over, and they began to romp and play.
They were kept pretty strict in those
days. Now perhaps they are not kept
strict enough.

We went to church, or “to meeting,’
us we called it, twice on Bunday. After |
the morning service there was Sunday-
schbol, then a short time for luncheon.
Those who did not live very ;near the
meeting-house took a few cookies or
molasses cakes, sometimes doughnute
which were done up in a paper and car-
ried into the pew. I don’t believe there
ever were such cookies as we had thcse |
Sunday noons. Grandmother always |
stamped them with a bunch of flowers |
cutter.  After we had eaten and were |
an!-iaﬁad, the bell rang again, and we
went in and heard anotner sermon. No
doubt it was good, but we children
thought it was very long. Bat it was
over at last, and away we went to our
homes.

But that was not the end of Sunday.
In the evening there were meetings in
the school houses in the town, which
were given out to be held at early can-
dle-light, and everybody who went took
& candlestick and candle, and all were
ighkbed and placed about on the school

eaks.

1 don’t know why it was that in those
days young folks used to be so afraid of

endeavor hosts. dation at
hotels is necessarily llmn.ed and for this
reason the '03 committee find it difficult
to sssign definite headquarters at this
early date to state delegations, but the
hospitality of the ci 'i%ena will more
than make good any lack on the part of
the hotels. As is well-known, Montreal
is largely & French speaking city, but
the interest exhibited in the coming
convention is by no means confined to
its English residents. The French and
English newspapers, without a single
exception, liave come to the aid of the
committee in acquainting the people
with the purpose and methods of Chris-
tian Endeavor, and in calling upon them
to asaist in the preparations for the great
convention. 80 great has been the in-
tecest aroused that already more accom-
modation has been promised than was
at the disposal of the '92 committee in
all the hotels of New York.

For the meetings the use of the Na
tional Drill. Hall has been secured.
This is an immense stone building, ab-
solutely fire-proof. with an assembly
room with an area nearly 40,000 feet.
Along esach side of the main room is &
row of smaller chambers, many of them
oapabie of holding several hundred per
sous, and especiaily suited for the com:
mittes meetings of state officers.

To supplement this a huge tent 230 by

50 feet haa been purchased, which will
be pitched on the square difecty oppo
site thie Drill Hall, wod will accommo
fnte & second m
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minister coming in at the front door,
and when their mothers went to find |
them to have them “come in and see |
the minister,” they could not be found.

But still they thought he had a ghost-

y power to keep evil away from them.
(,mndfnther used 1o tell us about old
Parson West, who lived on the top of
the hill in Stockbridge, where Dr. Field
lives now. The children thought him so
very good that a little boy who had to
rive & cow home through the woods
after dark every night,and who was &
very timid boy, used to keep his courage
up by saying out loud, “Old Dr. West!
Old Dr. West!” He was sure no harm
would come to him- when he was under
such protection.

Were the old times better than these ?
I don’t know. There was more rever-
ence in ‘those days than there is now,
and so far they were better. Bat in
some respects I think we have improved |
upon our fathers. The minister has laid |
aside somewhat of the old-time reserve,
a8 he has laid aside the old fashions,
the cocked hat and kaee buckles, such
as Dr. West wore, and has found a
way to come nearer to the hearts of
‘children, #) that now when they see him |
ooming, they are more likely to run
after him than to run away from him. |
As Goldsmith, in his Deserted Village, |

wrote of the old English country pamson
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A Bignifieant Ladder.

Jacob had incurred the displeasure of
his brother Esau, and was obliged to
flee from his father's dwelling-place in
Beersheba, In accordance with his
mother's advice he directs his course to
the-distant abode of her brother Laban,
in Mcxopotamia. This long journey of
nearly five hundred miles, through the
entire land of Palestine, and far beyond
its northern boundary, was performed
in peculiarly trying circumstances. It
was probably the first time that he had
left an endesred home to reside else-
where, was not far from
eighty years of sge, which was, in pro-
portion to the usual period of human
life then, about what twenty-five years
is now.

It must have been with sad emotions
that he turned his back upon the favored
spot where he had been tenderly bronght
up'as his mother's favorite son. Who
has ever gone from the beloved parental
home for the first time without a heavy
heart? Well do many of us remember
the quivering lip and moistened eye be-
longing to that part of our experience.
Nearly all of us can sympathize with
Jacob on this his first departure frim
the home of his early days. Our hesrts
follow him as he goes forth upon his
long way through Judea and Samaria
and Galilee, as the land was afterward
divided ; and as his course stretches far
beyond the mountains of Labanon, we
seem to see unmistakable evidences of
the struggling emotions of hia tender
heart. Onward he presses, in loneli
ness, his griefs whispered all to himself,
uncheered by either friendship or sym
pathy.

It requires no very vivid imagination
to see his more than sober countenanve,
as he wends his way, during the first
day, through the dreary regions where
afterwards Hebron and Bethlehem and
Jerusalem were found, till, as night
approached, ard the sun was set, he
sought a place where he might tarry
until morning and rest himself from
the fatigne of that eventful day. There,
in primitive solitude and in the open
air, he laid himself down to aleep, trost
ing in the arm of sure defence, though
in the midst of nmo ordinary perils.
Without any buman habitation, and
with no tent to pitch, he makes the earth
his bed, and the starry canopy his cover-
ing; while his pillow was a heap of
stones. His cares and toils are soon
forgotten, and he is kindly held in the
refreshing embrace of needed sleep.

But though he sleeps; his mind is not
inactive, and its workings show that
his GGod bas not been forgotten during
the preceding day. Ordinarily, sleeping
thoughts are but the continuation of
waking thoughts. = Goethe says, in his

“The objects which had
occupied my attention during the day

though he

"often reappear at night in connected

reams. On awakening, s new composi
tion, or a portion of one 1 had already
commenced, presented itself to my
mind,” It is said of Lord Jeffrey that
when he went to bed with his head
stuffed full of names, dates and other
detalls of . various causes, they were all
in order in the morning; which he ac-
counted for by saying that during sleep
they all crystallized around their proper
centres. As Jacob had engaged in
heavenly meditations, through the day,

: he would naturally be favored with

1 .
2"3 mm"w:“n?,:i‘hm"edhit du:k)w'}ai'r;j | heavenly visions by night. The state of
or in the hay-mow, when they saw the | Pi% mind was indicated by bis dreaws.

In these visions or dreams, he saw “a
ladder set up on the earth, and the toj
of it reached to heaven ; and behold the
nngeln of God ascending and descend-
ing on it.” While this pleasing sight
was doubtless an intimation that he was
under the direction of a watchtul Provi-
dence, yet it may be regarded as more
richly significant in its representation of
Christ. Indeed, our Saviour seems to
authorize us to regard the ladder which
Jacob saw as an emblem of HimseIf.
Thus He said to Nathaniel, “Verily I say
unto you, hereafter ye shail see heaven
open, and the angels of God ucemlmg
and descending upon the Son of man.”
The truth which Jesus would thus teach
appears to be expressed in language
drawn from the account of Jacob's lad-
der, and this may justify an application
to Christ of the ladder seen in the patri-
arch’s dream. There is very general
| agreement as to this allusion. Augus-
tine and Bengel might be quoted to this
effect. Alford says, “The words have a
plain reference to the ladder of Jacob.”
Trench says, “What Itrael saw, the true
‘Israelite’ shall bebold the same; yea,
what one saw in a dream, the othershall
{ behold in walking reality ; and more
and better even than this ;

was & God far off’;

now, standing at its foot, He speaks s

for now the

Word has been made flesh; and the
tabernacle of (iod is with men.
Watchman
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Of all Grades fn Barrels and halt

SOLE MAKERS

Of hugh-class Syrupe fn Tins, 316 and 61b., each

Harrela

T ASTLE % SUII
HEMUHI LS AKD
LEADED GLASS

MU NION PLATR- AL

GRATEFUL COMPORTING

'EPPS'S COCOA

MREAKFANY

Londan, kogiand

CURRIE & HOWARD,

L ——

FURNITURE
| s T“"“‘l‘;':‘l"', LI

l TAKE NOTICE!

wook e best WOGDETOC

K HAY
ANADIAN OATS, C U OATH, BARLEY MASH,
%.‘I”’.X\“‘((](\“KI‘AU.. AKD OAYTE ann
BRAN, for sale ot lowsst masket rases fir Uagh &%
I MAYHARKEY NQUARE.

Alway

THOMAS L, HAY
‘ Telephose 610

December 7.
B.V.P U

oUR OBIECT.
The unification of Heptistgoung
imula

their instruction in Kaptist
through existing denominational in

W0 ondanisations are entitied 1o rep
depend for our umity Bot upon AN

name or met Our common bo
Tostament, n the fall armation of
WE ARE ONE FPROPLE WITH O

[Correspondents to this departmen
their communications 1o J. H. M
herst,

To supplement the studie
of our Lerd, courses of le
subjects announced some W
being arranged for by adja
One programme is thus far
lows
“ Christ in the Old Testame

shadowings of the Inca

A. STEELE, Amherst.
“Four Portraits of Chri

Authorship, Purpose and

Gospels,”—W. F, PARKE
“The Bilent Years; or, ]

Training of the Divine ¥

B. S»irH, Bpringhill.

More Model Laymen

Not perfect ones. God |
the world by such Christia
& community is blessed by
and example of men and w
keep the path and let th
shine” that they may bess

“One of the favorite models

is the famous “Torso,” whi
head, arms and feet; wha
made it ove of M.(ohul
teachers. The
not he so mutilated ss thnl
substance of his cf

»od and inspiringy I\

y positive faults, some
cannot prevent bhim from
useful, The model layma
first of all, & converted ma
of manner, no culture, dec
wealth, beneficence—nott
oan atone for a lack at th
The church exists for the
for which Christ came, to

The model layman is

Christian, He reads not «
papers, 80 a8 t0 know son
politios and aomkmeroe, bu

80 a8 L0 eop ste|

!iam( God and wi i
He studies the Bible u.ui
of the church. He has

y

determined that no mi h
shall prevent him from |
his intellect and heart. I
large church in a large
only eight official membe
ty-eight took any religi
It goes without saying th
is & narrow, ignorant, un

The model layman is
liever. He cheers the he
tor and brethren by a regv
at the prayer and class
from time to time (not ev
the old but ever new story
h!)smcnll salvation, or les

the Aarons and
his hands are heavy, whn
without them? More ¢!

man in modern times Mr
the shackles of the laity
the scriptural doctrine .
hood of all believers.”
every layman to" his ord
ment on the last page
“ Let bim that heareth s
The model layman si
not farm out that int
although if need be he is
seme one to help him do
thinks the worst possibl
choir is to let it do a
Whether led by & prece
or a chorus choir, he i

his own of the singi
ting all eople sing.
The mnd layman is
does not expect to

“the church of the hea
called to official position
attention and energy in
of the church just as fait
stantly as into hissecula
would no more think of

self from a quarterly con!
meeting of missionary

from the meeting of the
bank. If put on the visj
of & mission Sunday-sc
faithful as in & comm
railroad. He has wit

that, like all other busing
busiress requireth haste
sttended to now, and

continually.
He is also s giver.
terned after His * who,

rich, for our sakes beoan
through His [mn‘ﬂi
He cannot think a Ohris
less grateful and loyal o
00, &t the very least, he
tenth of all his esrniy
uses | and, sa his suooe
indly raises the
rom tme to time un
offgring. He cannot lo
Lying in wick edness with
ing hin Lord how best
gold which perisheth
bheaven. I God has |
solemn responsibility of
for » river of wealth,
prayerfully considers ho
it from rulning his own
direct its waters to the
the world, whether a4
the other side of the
not clalm to own the |
alses the fact that he is
tellor for Jesus Chriat
Flret, last, and alway
man puta thg chureh fir
s Interests above all b
He loves it He sery
it mont, as God doe.
the gates of Ylon mo
dwalilogs of Jaoob."
disciple. Mo rogulate
of e w0 subserve I

every day with \ho‘:
He gathem his family
domestic altar when
sscends. His

outnu"ul:m
m o
and that nothin
m‘l’u
.- i 00N
consecration to G
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