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Gr EM DESQ" iption of the ecent

Dr. Wilfrid Grenfell of the Labrador
Deep Sea Mission Telis of the Awful
Hurricane Which Recently Devastated

That Coast---A

Splendidly . Written

) |

Story of a Thrilling Experience.

(Montreal Witnpess.) :

Dr. Wilfred Grenfeli writes to the

“Witness” from the S. S. Strathcona, off
the Labrador coast, under date of July
30th, as folgpws:
. The storm of July 26-27 has eclipsed all,
sther interests in Labrador, and has beea
the most terrible experience that any of
us have ever seen. I have on board at
the present moment a skipper who has
lost his vessel and eVverything in it. We
saw her floating bottom up, a mass of
wreckage. This is the sixtieth summer he
has fished on the Labrador coast, and :n
11l those years he has never seen anything
to compare with it in any one harbor;
but as we do not know the total damage
along the coast yet, it may be that greater
total loss has been made before. There
were, twenty vessels in the harbor we
picked him up in. Sixteen are total
wreeks. One slipped and ran twenty miles
to the south.< Only three held on, one
with her mainmast and bowsprit gone.

Perhaps the most interesting way to
describe the gale is to give our own ex-
perience. We left Cartwright on Satur
day at 6 p. m., the barometer falling
slightly and the wind northwest. “ By 8
p’cock it was blowing hard, with heavy
squalls and a great deal of rain, together
with thunder and lightning away in the
northeast. Before we got ‘to Cape Por
tupine we saw two schooners running un-
der short sail, apparently for Pack’s Har-
bor. It got so bad that I actually turned
the Strathcona around to run also, but
changed my mind ‘and immediately turn-
»d again and punched into it. It was get-
ting very dark, and there were a great
many shoals and reefs nearby, so we de-
cided to anchor in the open under the
shelter of Fish Cove Head.

For an hour or so it fell flat calm, with
the barometer still falling. I might say
here that the total fall of the barometer
during the gale was six-tenths of an inch
of mercury, from 30.5 to 29.6. The exact
same fall had taken place the week before
and had been accompanied by moderate
northwest winds only, so that there was
nothing whitever to indicate the threat-
ening severity of the breeze. i

At 2 oclock we got under way with
the first etreak of dawn, and headed for
Indian Harbor, which we reached at 6
o’clock. It*was then blowing very heav-
ily. By 8 o’clock is was blowing a whole
gale, and even in a harbor only about
four hundred yards wide, and with no.sea
whatever, almost all the small boats were
driven ashore or smashed at their moor
ings. There were four schooners in the
harbor, and one of them drove before ghe
finally brought up.. Our own new motor

were able, fortunately, to splice our two
long lines together, ‘amd, with- the help
of ‘eome of ‘Mr. Jarrett’s men, ‘winch’lier|
off to the Strathcona, where she lay
astern. A good deal of damage gas done
to Mr. Jarrett’s own boats.

The storm was so bad ghat we were
unable to land and shake hands with Dr.
Stewart at the hospital until Monday
morning. The worst of this storm was
about 11 o'clock on Sunday night. The
wind used to hit the vessel like a great
sledge- hammer, and drive her aft ‘until
her chains came tight; so that we lay
under steam all the while. The wind
kept up all Monday, in spite of a rising
barometer, though it was much ‘less in
intensity. In the evening Mr. Currey’s
launch came alongside with Captain Man-
uel Stone. He told us that he had slip-
ped his chains at Tinker’s Bight, and’
run to Ice Tickle, where his schooner was
lying safely. He told us there were six-
teen vessels and one hundred and thirty
men ashore in that open roadstead, and
that all the vesels were total wrecks. So
we left at once, to see if we could be
of any assistance. 0

There was still a good sea running, and
we did not feel like facing the ragged
shore in the dark, so we anchored in Em-
ily at 9 o’clock. The wind had chopped
around to the north now, but was still
blowing fairly strong. * In.the morning
we called at Holton, and found that all
was right except twe vessels had run
ashore, having shipped their anchors and
run from Red Point. One of these, the
“Welcome,” we were able to tow off, it
being just the top of the tide. The
other, the “Lizzie Bennett,” was con-
demned as a wreck. She was twenty-two
years old, and had a soft-wood bottom,
and it was time she went to-her long
rest.

We could see nothing ashere; in: Little
Holton or Lance Island, but-on rounding
the Tinker Head a most distressing sight
came in view. A forest of ‘masts,
tangled in every direction, made it look
even worse than it was. Floating in the
tickle was the capsized and battered
wreck of the “Curfew,” a schooner that
had lain just behind us at Cape Norman
on our last visit. Another vessel, ‘the
“Sylph,” was lying on her side, her spars
level with the water, bedraggled sails
hanging in tatters from their fastenings.
Above her was a motley “crowd of hulls,
all jammed into, one another anyhow,
some of them away up above the Iével
of the water, two of them standing
straight up on their keels and looking
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The names of the schooners were as
follows: *‘Alice Gordon,” “W+ H. Stone,”
“Ontario,” “Plover,” “Thetis,” “Minnie
P.,* “Kimberley,” “Flower of Home,”
“William R,” “Puma,”’ *‘Yukon,” “Trus-
iy,  “Fiopd)”. ' “Curfew,” . ‘Swan,"
“Sylph.”

On a rocky point beyond which divides
the Bight from a -harbor known as
Mousey, lay another  large, two-masted
vessel,- hove up like the poctures one sees
of -vessels lifted out on ice floes, with
her bow raised as if she were jumping
over 'a sea made of rocks instéad of wat-
er—a grim, almest. sardonic appearance.
Numbers ‘of skippérs. were soon aboard
the “Strathcona,” glad to hear of the
safety of Captfain: Stone, who had run
in the gale, and péwplexed beyond meas-
ure as to what to' do next, forieverything
was in pieces.” On' shore we' found the
usual wreck-tents, built out of ‘spare
sails, in' which the men and women were
huddled ‘together alongside the remains
of the 'vessels that had formed their
homes on 'the water only forty-eight
hours ago. Every cove, and:even every
niche in -the -rocks, was full of wreck-
age, and the whole scene was one of the

psaddest' I have ever looked upon.. It was

perfectly obvious' that not a single - one
of the ‘vesséls could be saved, and none
of the crews were yet ready to leave, for
they had not.been ahle yet to strip the
hulls ofr the poor fittings which might
fetch a few dollars. . So high had the
heavy seas hove the vessels that most
of the crews had not lost their persopal
clothing, and ' though most of the food
had been sqaked in the cahins, yet there
was still enough to feed all hands. One
schooner, however, had lost  everything;
ingluding. " the " skipper’s . new - $30. watch
and telescope; but he told me that they
did not ‘want for molasses; for: the cask
had washed ashore, ‘the sole surviver. of
a large and gallant craft. ‘ !
No human life,"however, had been li)st?,
though there had been "some very ;close
shaves, ;and one or -two had enly just
sucqeeded in ‘escaping with *their lives,
having “stood by until ‘the last mom-
ent. One skipper told us'that the first
to land had been his girl; ‘who, on the
schooner striking, had jumped first, and
whose joyful 'expressions appeared to
have struck the skipper as somewhat
mis-timed, for she was thanking God
that they were ashore. Just at the very
time. that these vessels were driving to
their doom on Sunday evening, confined
to the cabin-6f the “Strathcona” by the
gale, we had been voicing the famil-
iar hymn, “Eternal Father, Strong. to
Save.,” We are thankful to be able to
say that, :so far as we knaw, out’ of
thirty-five vessels lost, at any rate, not
a single life has been sacrificed. i
Having been around and seen all the
men, taken photographs of the /vessels,
and made. all arrangements.we' could, we

three dax}ge}‘ous‘ harbors that we knew
‘were at_ t_hlg time ‘of the year usually
filled with' schooners..  Though we saw
one vessel lying on ‘the~strand as we

.passed, “we _decided to- go straight to

King’s Bay and' eall at the others comin;
ing comin
back. When we rounded the head illltg

boat drove ashore about 10 o’clock, but we

as if they had dropped out of the sky.

. the roadstead;: almost a similar scene, of

d.let_pter, met. our “eyes. ' ’{'e‘n vessels were

Jmasts ‘respectively.
-until. the foffrth attempt,. after

decided -to: run  still .further north to|'

ashore. One was afloat again, though,
lying over at an angle of forty-five de-
grees, and with three sets of pumps. go-
ing.. She proved to be a brand new
vessel, the “Alan C.” The skipper was
trying ,to keep pace with the water, in
order that he might beach her and pos-
sibly’ repair héf, for he said, “Whatever
happens, no. one. shall pick the bones of
this vessel,” by which he meant that he
was determined not to sacrifice her.” I
found later that he had built: the schoon-
er himself last winter, and to see other
people: plundering her, even legally,
would be like seeing vultures pick the
bones of one’s own baby. -

The names of the stranded schooners
were:—“Alan C,” “Louie Maud,” “Han-
nah Jane,” “Pendragon,” “Cecil Smith,”
“Sophia,” “Albert A.” “Hattie  R.,”
“Eric. Roy” and “First. Trial” The
“Sunflower” was still- lying at anchor,
but she had . her -bowsprit and ' jib-boom
carried away during the:storm. ;

Two flags were at onece hauled up i
the rigging for help, and ‘it again being
the top of ‘the tide, we were able, after
two or three pulls, to haul off the ‘Louie
Maud” amidst much cheering. Our next

task; however, was a much harder one,
for 'the vessel was'a very lagge one, the

“Sophia,” ' belonging to ' Messrs Rork.
Moreover,; the ‘movements of ‘the “Stratn-
cona” were greatly hampered. by our hav-

'ing ‘to ‘“work with an anchor down. ow-
ing to the crowd of vessels, anchored

around. The sectnd attempt to' get her

off’ bioke | odr ‘new ' six-inch haweer, and
on' - looking - at the vessel it seemed  as

if wa. could . make no impression on her.
Lines - were ' fasteped. .to her mainmast
head from othér schooners' to ballast her
down; - but: they: -seemed ‘to make ' little
impression” on "her 8o .we fastened our
ropes . to’ the ' top and’ hilf-way up heér
This. ‘brought . her
right. down on: her ‘bilge; but’it ‘was not
again
breaking our. big-hawser, that we 'were

able to claim her’as a free vessel. More- |

over, ‘this ' time ‘we  taok: greatér risks,

.going' full eped “ahead, and the bang,
theugh it made sis' tun very near an-}:

other schooner, gave us just the added
force we needed. ' - i

Here again the picturesque fisherman’s
camps, made ‘out of oars and sails, lined
the beach, and everywhere wreckage of
every kind. and variety lay scattered
about. We sat  talking with. the skip-
pers until midnight, the topic all the

time returning to the terrible disaster |

thdt had overtaken the fleet. ~ The loss
in_nets will ,probably be much greater
than that éven in schooners, for every-
where ‘as wé came alohg we saw tangled
twine and kegs adrift, indicating the fact
that probably hundreds of the great cod
traps, at a value of $300 to $400 apiece,
had. been torn to shreds by the -furious
ey N - v | .

Close beside us as we lay.at anchor was

‘an -old friend from Battle Harbor, whose

vessel had been sorely 'damaged by the

' drifting - Pendragon, which had broken off

her bowsprit and nose; and, in the skip-
per’s language, had “‘split her ‘abroad.”
Her hold had filled’ with water, and a
soup, thickened ‘with the fish- he had la-
bored so Ward: for, batrels of flour, spare
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him swashing about, when, after the gale
he mdnaged to board her again. Like many
others, he was working at her day and
night without eleeping, and ‘there seeméd
some prospect of his. saving her..

The dominant note all through was one
of cheerfulness, and one wrecked {riend
who had lost everything he was worth
on the sea; whenever I héard him talk-
ing, was always discussing the prospect
of the fishery, and never.referring to his
own cruel loss. One skipper, who ‘had his
vessel wrecked. last year, lost his vessel
again in this breeze ‘and both- his s6n and
daughter are at present.in howpital seri-
ously ill, while he has only, as ‘e says,
“an,empty house to return to.”. The man
is a good man, and yet he seems to be
having - the~experience of a second' Job. :

Wednesday, with that perversity which
tharacterizes tlings nautical,- broke abso-
lutely, calm and sunny. There were lots
of caplin and fish playing in among the
very echooners, so that it was possihle to
'jig ‘them ' off the: deck.” But' the ' poor
schooners were recovering from' the battle
shock, and only a few'brought home boat-
loads of fresh fish.’ Some, in between mo-

‘ments‘ of spreadifig twine’ and- repairing

it, were ‘changing over fish "and gear’ from
lost - vessels to the survivors,- All day
long relays-of mem- were' coming in’ ar}d
carrying enormous masses of mn;ed'  twine

"higher: and  higher up’ the Hills ‘around;

for, truth 'to say, the land was’ndt large
enough around -to hold it all, and you
couldn’t: walk on’ the shore ‘without, being
tripjped up by the meshes: .~ - .~ '
Three more schooners: were. put-up for
sale, this morning—the - Firet. Trial, . 'I'f%‘r:

‘Hannah Jane and the Pendragop

first was. high up on.the beach:and the
:people were Jiving, aboard; hut her bot-
‘tom was broken and there was no getting

her off.- With sparsiand masts, she fetch-
ed six dollare, . Rhis was’ appg:ei;ily yery
high, for the others had averaged :from

‘thirty - cents” to thrée dollars; © T myself
‘bought - the ‘Hannak' ‘Jdne; a * very . old
friend in which I had voyaged:

s . which
had’'lived 'in our harbor :of: Bt.. Anthony
year  after year alongsidé  us, the .only,
schooner in‘the harbor.’’ She-only fetched
two ' dollars and thirty cents. A‘ihe fish-
ermeri’ did not seem ‘to care. one, whit to

.bid for.wrecks; and most of them were

occupied either at: twine or. brjt _in
more fish. The Hannah Jane: had two
fine masts, good spars ¢hd quite good rig-
ging. When we left, we left her where
we found her, her tall spare etanding aloft
as a kind of, friendly memorial, only m
the guise of a tombstome. . =~ . . -
As Lloyd’s agent for. these latitudes, I
am well . aware underwriters - are . often
surprised at how little schooners fetch
when sold at auction. . To ulden‘gpd_ it,
you must place yourself in a. lonely, iso-
jated harbor, where the mail hoat never
calls. Then consider the absolute abeen-
e of a single cubic inch. of. spare .space
to carry away your P s; , whereas,
if you have lost your own vessel, you.can
scarcely get carried away, without buy-
ing more impedimenta, Moreover, fish
is more valuable ‘than wreckage, and
when there are so many Wrecks ahd,'so
miny destitute people, the . good: nature
of those left afloat is taxed, to the utmost.
Still, itis very hard to see such’ terrible
edcrifices, and when the large, ninety-toa
oak-built schooner ‘Pendragon’:was. put
up, I sent our skipper to bid for her. on

a chance that we ‘might get her off.’She
had lovely: pitch- pine spars; and had been
a Banker. It ed . 'u\d«owix-ﬁght-‘om
to sell her for a couple of dollare.for
wreckage, eo we decided to' buy -her-and
try to take her.off. .She was so good'that
‘various - individuale. wanfed: ler’ deparate
portions, and as it was no.good to: tew
her off half-sold to other people, ‘there~
sult was that she ran up over five.hun-
dred dollars, . though there seemed o
chance of eaving: her 'td the surveyors.
The _fish" was' taken out, leaving thirty
tons of ' salt, which poone wantedt, and
‘the poor, owner,
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as it was 'the property of the
we. lu&n’tt'l\u ‘heart ‘to throw it ‘ihto’ the

‘sea, ‘as we could séll it for him or buy
it "if’ ghe came off. It proved our ruin.
We noused togéther’ the “tio tops of hér
tall. spars and -along the. long ‘bight 'had
our wire hawser running-on“a big ‘shackle.
The' line had to rise up’out of the sta as

FOUR.... sash olba v ilneniiud
the Strathcona went. fiill speed

ahead; and
the big schooner  keeléd' ‘over : almost ‘to
the ' water, - but - without 'any . dead -jerk.
Twice ‘after 'this:we' tried,- and each time
moved: her'a’ljttle. At laét her ‘bow/was
afloat. ' Then, with one mighty rash,:ov-
er she heeled” and? st~ last ‘foated: safély
in.dleep»“.m' n_ e ." 4 ,
" ‘To.our dismay, we:had- made"her 1éak.
1t ‘was getting dark when 'she canie ‘off,
and the anchors and cliaie were all ‘lost.
It seemed ‘' poer ’ eutlovk - for* her.. We;
however,  suborneéd: one ~or 'two “men 'to
help: us,” and - haVing'eked - out “liries
endugh: to tie her to, wrecked< bulls’ tht
were ' lying* about, ' we .went ‘off - to"eccure.|
anchors. -One was * ‘trawled up’ by
process: known as! ‘réeping,’ i, droppis
a grapple at random  over :tlie ‘boftom.
Xe anchors:: were-almost’ as- plen

o

: post’ as- plentifnl <as
ood fish, it -was-not-a difficult matter, the
. ok et

anchor being smigll;: byt a. second/of e
able- size for us we ‘Yo" abatidon”
were - unable - to-lift - it ;into  »
‘At eleven o’'clock- all' was ready for.-
and . watches ™ were -set - $o "keép thi
going till ‘merning.: A4~ two ;velan
fom Yale' and -Botwdoin Univérsities, res-
pectively, were ‘willing-to. > onthis dut
e birden wha consierubty” Hghtdued.:
There - are: ‘many: ways: to ‘stop™ leaks, -
very. successful ‘onte’ at *times: béing:to.

er and then:heave:in a’lét. of eods. . T]
dirt ‘collects:in tlse‘cracks amd: steps;them.
‘We , had '-to: -reglize, however,’ that:. swe
could: not. wait .another hpur, asialready
His Excellency the Governor, with”whoim
we ‘had ‘an’ appoifitment . in: Gt
Bay, . must” have:-been: 8
So. we_handed our “salved: échooner -to:.
friend ‘who had 16t his, ‘afid he is'to have

her -at- cost” if he ‘brings ‘hér home. ./ His |

own was a_beautiful craft,: built by him-
self. only " this winter. " She ﬁonwl -with
both. pumps: goidg. "~ Bit jall- “to get
at’ the leak .were unaygiliag and. morta
flesh can’t stand ‘at the. pumps more tha
2. certain time. _She was beached therefare
on the. larid, but-her keel”did ngt cor
dfyat low' water,’ and'/éo it proved - im-
possible to' save her.:.. Meanwhle we, had
many patients; and' had- to teke’ two “ifite
our’ little -hospital; #0" our ‘hands -were: in-
deed full. - £itec
Tt b o e e
ﬁ!?‘mym"?'aic “so we left the -&yﬂﬁ
The. vessel, the Dorothy 'Kane,’ ' had, "how:
ever, ‘‘cleverly -get oft- the evéning ‘ béfore: by

at. | moment - we:

This - we “learnt from the wrecked "crew ‘of
the schooner ‘Rambler,’ whom we picked up
on 'our way there. They were in a large
trap boat, with all, their persona) effects that
they had rescued. These we added our
family.. We -now: headed for Sieigh Tic.
kie, and were soon boarded by meny friends
Four vessels were lost - here, and -one of
these the skipper asked’ us to survey, -whick
we somewhat rashly promised; for, after
§téaming some six miles, we saw the schoon-
er awash on a.sandy beach on wWihich the
-seg~was- breaking furiously. -The whole bay
is shallow, full of. rocks-and :shodis, —an¢
uricharted. "S6 how’ the 'schoonér got in,
don't know. ; The surf was so gniform each
way that we saw we wouid have to &0 miles
to  get.nmear her: 'We, therefore, rowed in
in_ the big trap beat last picked up. We
heid Her up just outside the breakers, on
‘the: rolling : - _and surveyed the wreck
from a ‘safe distance. It was easy to con-
eran . her, . for the "breakérs were beating
right into” her,’ and nothing on earth could
save. her, Her :name<was the ‘‘Ivyy’ The
skipper and. crew’ were. mot able .to leave
| her. yet, as. they had_a cod trap.aad other
valyable ‘propérty they hoped to''save. The
last' we saw of-this friend he was rowing
along shore -looking out for some place to
land. . He .eventually--found it opposite a
river - mouth, into 'which he Trowed,’ but
be had:a couple of miles to walk ck -to
his property. G 2 .
“When the gale came:on, ¢
the crew of another vessel, which ’ had nl:
read hurst one-chain, so that when his vesse.
drove to sea, the  whole eleven men had to
take to the ‘trap boat.’ In this way they tos-
sed ‘about ‘during the long, miserable nightd
eventually mdking-a- landing on. the same
strand as his schooper drove.on, oniy they
ran. in behind & tiny-rocky, point which just
saveéd ‘them momentarily from'the sea. Chm-
ped ‘under.-a “sail ‘the:beach;, we saw %u-
tiwo -men-left: to; tryjto save his.trap, and dn
the beach was every kind of wrecked prope

Rounding ' the next .headland, "we spled an-
other -schooner ashore;: and .hoping it might
be the ‘Aléxander,’” which had drifted out

he had on boara

| with 2l hands from Sleigh Tickle, we stea-

wed’ in’ and anchored. It turned’out te bé,
‘however, the *Water . Lily;,’ ‘and  we' nearly
gut swamped -coming in ‘through the: break-
ers,. bringing - up with a tremendous rush be-
. mﬂa -hn‘k "ﬁl'.“‘ 1" %‘iﬁ' “e&
ter ‘of the ~sunken ship eonly ‘at’ the exa
needed- it. . ‘The" whele "of : this
bay is  very shallow, and there are ugly
br rs here and there away off in the
Way." “'Nor is ‘there any chart at all of it
This is ome of”the most beautiful..baysiis

| fiabredor, » however, | with an exquisite. sandy

ely: & background : and
beach ' above -beach'.of old; sea levels cover-
ed ‘with 'flowers and ’ grasses that flourigh so
abundantly” in-- that -Kind of ground. -More-
over, : thiere are.séveral fine .rivers, good .for
beth - ellm::' -:d“ trout, ' that have never
kpown:a rod-dnd line. . S 4

“At”last' we"came again to Tinker’s Bight
where ;the- poor wrecks lay huddled. on the
top of ome-andther. < The -barbor was agais
fiill- of ‘scheoners anchored, not one whit de-
terrad” by the . grinning ' spectres around -the
shore, while flitting: before a fair wind were
innumerable schooners, their wings & read

wide: 3s 'if ;they. were- swooping down liter

beaeh,. : lovely

BE- | aily on- their, prey: Onms couhn't help thismk

ing - of : the \mosquitoes. on_ the ‘land; .as fast
as “you Kkill' ohe, ‘another comes and settles
Fish, fish; fish, ‘everyone ‘s ‘after fish, ané
they have hardly time to lift their eyes te
look: slong the’ land. Here we took aboard
forty. wreckéd men and their goods, and twe
wemen, and: set sail for Indian . Harbor
where _the. men  could be safely’ housed’ sud
thelr boats stored. till they- should ‘want them
....Here we also learned.of :twe
more ‘wrecks at the Stag Islands, .off which
red’ on that fateful Saturday night
Pompey Island, ‘and of two"neas-

haye  landed our friends, T 4
e- Mission :oom,,-wn%
most all on. the,fleor, and cooking and eat
ing .there. Our sick men are aiso lapded
and . th?'e ‘is a senee of peace ‘and guiet-3»
bout the>ship. 'As-we haven’t Had. our-clotbe
es "off fer: tliree .days,: of done more than Me
dawn on alocker for an hour or two st
time; we in:&l’pnu ‘sotnewhat ' eagerly ‘the

six’ hour’.run -up' the Bay, where we ‘are«th

we a
ot one a
no;unn. e
A Now we
are ‘housed-in 'the-

throwing away e lot.of her. salt.and:Roist-
ing her' canves, the wind being off-shore.

mieet. the Gqvernor, 4s we can: all/ then -turs

{n.and:sjeep,  except the gctyal watches, -

WHEN THE WORM

THE ROMANGE OF A FARMER

TURNED OR.

{

Backman Stood For His Second Wife’s Sons and Her ‘First

tiusband Until They Stole

Trouble. g

His Shirts Then There Was

{

New York, Aug. 14—There’s & good
chance for a woman of fifty or therea-
botts to become the wite of Philip Back-
man, of High Falls, Ulster County, pro-
vided she measures up to Mr. Backman’s
specifications. It was he who ‘wrote_w
Comptroller Metz asking for aid in getting
a helpmate. Mr. Blackman sat in the
midet of his cows and pigs and told all
about the desire of his heart. .

“She muet be. about fifty,” said this
would-be husband, who is sixty h@meelt,
“gnd she must be strong and willing to
work. She must be able to cook and do
housework and darn and sew, and :be. uee-
ful. I'm sick of these servants I'm hir.
fng. They’re all for themselves. Good

y and no work is’ their motto. You see

f:ck’s been all against me these last two
years. (First my wife died, it's just two
years ago this spring, and then about six

later my barn burned down and
it held hay and buckwheat worth about
$500, besides what oats and barley I had
in it. Luckily my horses and cows were
not brought back from pasture that night.

“Then, a little while ago, I lost a colt
which I valued as much as half my farm.
Well, T just began to think to myself then
that if 1’d had z wife all these here things
wouldn’t have happened.

“Begides, my eon and I were leading a
dog’s life here all alone, with no ome to
cook our meals, We'd eat raw meat and
zoffee, and 1’d buy some bread around the
corner. It was awful! .

“Loging my colt was the last straw. 1
%egan right then to hunt for a wife.”

Mr. Backman is an old man, but he &
6till hale and hearty. He owns a farm of
ylearly ninety acres. Besides the great
iprofit which he reaps from his crops, he’
makes nearly eighty dollars a month from
butter making. And now, to add to his
pther industries, he is going to sell milk.

When asked how he had succeeded ‘n
this matrimonial’ projects, he said that he
had tried out several women as help, with
a view to matrimony,
given it up as hopeless and turned to
Comptroller Metz in despair.

“About six months ago,” he eaid, ‘L
was making a trip across the mountains
when 1 came across a woman named Jane
Jenkins, whose husband had deserted her.
85 1 hired her to come across here and
look out for the household part of my
farm. She had two grown soms and ehe
brought them along.

“They didn’t do a thing around the
farm, didn’t give me a hand at anything,
but I didn’t say one word about it until
one day her rascally husband came herz
and she took him right in as if it was her
own house, and he didn't do anything,
eithex

“At last something happened that just,

]

Moving Picture Machines

Kdison and Powers, and all stan-
dard makes of mu}:lhincs and sup-
plics at Jowest prices, ready for
jmmediate shipment, also slightly
weed films from 3c. per foot up.
Shipments prompt, prices right.
Write today for price lise to Can-
ada’s First and Largest lxchange.

DOMINION - FILM EXCHANGE

82-3¢ Queen street, Last, Toronto, Ont.
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but had finally

broke the last shredi of -patiente I" had.
I’d béén missing my. jean shirts for quile
a while. One by one ‘they disapp‘ea.réd un-
til 1 tinally found T'had’exmetly two shirts
left,. the one I.had om and . one, change.
Then 1 noticed Jeremy in one of my. shite
and then Ephraim, her son. . :

“Well, that -settled it. - Out  they went,
and an old woman and her daughter from
upstate ‘came.’ But now "the daughter's
marryin’ and the old woman can’t do all
the work alone. So I want a wife.” -

“Any way, there’s-no one like a wife;
the others dom’t care.. Why, that Mrs.
Jenkins, she was layin’ round :the sofa all
day. And as for feedin’ a’‘chicken; she
wouldn’t do it if they were. starvin’.”

“Well, but how did you happen to
write to Mr, Metz?” he was asked.

“Why, you see, a friend of mine stop-
ped in once while I was in this fix and
he says to me, ‘Phil, you need a wife!’
‘Don’t I know it? says I. ‘I've been try-
in’ and tryin’ to get one.” ‘Well,” says he,
‘why don’t, you write .to Comptroller
Metz? He'll fix you up fine” So I just
wroté, hoping the gentleman could pro-
vide me with a good, strong, willing wo-
man of about fifty.”

The Backman house if low and ram-
bling, with an old-fashioned pump near
the front door.. The “old womay” peeped
out from the kitchen window, where she
was peeling potatoes. > The whole farm
wae laid out in a most convenient way,
with everything as easy to reach as pos-
gible. ey

Mr. Backman has been advised by those
well up in authority to transfer his re-
quest from Comptroller Metz to the Shu-
bert Brothers,

~ RATS, MICE, RABBITS

They Destroy Property Valued at
$160,000,000 a Year.

Washington, D. C., Aug. 12.—Damage
by rats, mice and rabbits aggregates
$160,000,000 each year, it is estimated by
the Department of Agriculture experts.

The bulk of the rat damage is in the

cities, one department store here report-
ing recently a loss from rats amounting
to about $50 a night. In the country
| districts the mice do an immense amount
| of damage to orchards, young trees and
! garden crops, but the king of the pests
i is the rabbit.
i ' The Department of Agriculture has
| been experimenting on -rabbit-proof fenc-
i ing, trapping and poisoning, and finds
that the three methods are all good, but
have to be selected with reference to
particular localities.

NO USE FOR HIM.
1]
“T've got you down for a couple of
tickets. We're getting up a raffle for a
poor man of our neigh——""
“None for me, thank you. T .wouldn't
know what to do with a ppor man if I
won him.”—Philadelphia Press.

In London macsage by the blind is an ac-
cepted and successful profession. Some doc-
tors.will employ mno others, In Japan, un-
til recently, none except the blind were al-
| lowed to do maseage, and in YoRobama a-
Jone it ic stated that out of 1,000 masseurs
earning a livelihood, 900 are biind.

ESTIMATE OF

Total Yield Figured' as 130,-
263,000 Bushels’ Wheat,
269,264,000 Oats, 51,690

-000 Bariey, and ,6780,000
Toas Hay and Clever. *

"GRAIN CROPS

i i wrin J
 Thyg following statement’ on the ' condi-
tion of field ¢rops and: live stock in Can-
ada is‘given: out
tisties office:— . -

The heat and drouth of July have
lowered .the - condition of field crops ‘all
over Canada, but less in Ontario ‘and
Alberta than elsewhere because the ripen-
ing season in-those provinces has been
earlier. :
for a standard -condition, ' being* a full
crop of good quality,’ wheat fell during
the month: from 84 to 76, oats from 90 to
81, barley from 83 to 80, rye from 92 to
78, peas. from 82 to 79, mixed grains
from 84 to 81 and hay and clover from 87
to 82. Beans alone have not deteriorated;
their condition at the end of the month
was 75 per cent., or one more than at
the end ‘of Jume. Other crops show 'con-|
ditions for -the end of July~of ‘78 for
potatoes, 74 for turnips, :
beets, 75 for:other roots, 77 for husking
corn and 82 for fodder corp.

Tt was too .early .at the end of July
to give estimates of production” for the
lower provinces and British Columbia,
but from ‘the reports of correspondents
in' Quebec, Ontario, - Manitoba, Saskat-
chewan and Alberta, the yields of wheat,
oats, barley and hay and clover are com-
puted to he as follows: ©

Quebec—1,575,000 ' bushels . of wheat,
37,008,000 bushels of oats, 2,280,000 bush-
els of batley, 3,616,000 tons of hay “and
clover. o .

Ontario—1§,164,000 bushels of wheat,
11,888,000 bushels of oats, 20,804,000 bush-
els of barley, 4,972,000 tons of hay and
clover. i

Manitoba—&6,164,000 bushels of  wheat,
54,202,000 bushels of oats, 21,184,000 bush-
els of barley, 158,000 tons of hay. and
clover.

Saskatchewan—47,080,000 = bushels  of
wheat, 38,130,000 bushels of oats, 2,840.-
000 bushels of barley, 24,000 tons of hay
and clover.

Alberta—7,280,000 bushels of = wheat,
28,026,000 bushels of oats, 4,773,000 bush-
els of‘barley, 10,000 tons of hay and
clover.

Totals:—130,263,000 bushels of wheat,

G

that no food can sxi?ply.
and strengthened.

starve and get little benefit.

you're looking.”

|

by the census and sta- |

Measured on: the basis of 100

78 ‘for sugar]

.garments, ‘and -other ingredients, greéted

269,254,000 - bushels> of  oats, 51,690,000
bushels of ‘barley, 8,780,000 tons’ of hay
and' clover; g £

In the western parts of Ontario har-
vesting and haying operations were large-
ly completed at #We-¥nd 'of July, and
in Alberta they unter way. In Sas-
katchewan and ) bd cutting was_not
expected to begin #glier than the second
week of August. ., % I
+ The comparative ¢ondition of live stock
for the Dominion’ at the end of the
months of June anl*July is shown in_ the
next table. ey

«~Animals June 130 .» July 31.

: A o

‘Horses .. . 94 :
"Milch cows.. ...,.. .. 94
Other ‘hérngd cattle.. 87
Sheep.. -- s eihi-a. 83
Swine : .. ¥

oo, i85 80
~ The condition has been uniformly low-
ered’ in every' province, as a Tresult of
the dry weather; but animals of every
class are reported to be in' a healthy
shebe oo ; :

SILLY: AND: HARMFUL
(Victoria, Colonist.)
A number of leading German papers
have printed the ' following absurd
twaddle: \

The Emperor \Vi}]iam has given the
German nation a good example. Accom-
panied only by & ‘gruiser and a torpedo
destroyer, the Empgror passed cooly. and
quietly through the lines of the British
fleet, “and ‘accepted  the homage . of the

‘British warships. ?The » Emperor, in: so

doing, revealed:a cool courage which many
Germans have lost in" these days of inter-
national “complications. . Many Germans
have asked themselves the anxious ques-
tion whether the Emperor would under-
take his -usudl - Segndinavian trip = this
‘summer, -becayse there was a danger that
the unscrupulous Bhglish would seize the
opportunity to ‘pravoke war by kidnap-
ping the' defenceless: Emperor while ‘he
was cruising far from ‘home.” i

Can anything more ridiculous be' im-
agined?
ing kidnapped by:/the British fleet be-
caitse s he’ was “guarded ‘only ‘by a’ cruiser
and a forpedo boat.. The fact that the
Kaiker 'has on several occasions gone to
England and  returned safely ‘home, and
that he is constantly cruising around in
waters where hé could’be easily eaptured,
if there was any object in capturing him,
does not seem to have occurred to the
minds of these astounding German news-
paper men. The London Standard’s Ber-
lin correspondent thinks that such stuff
is published for the purpose of stirring
up German feeling against Great Britain.
It looks more like an attempt to glerify
the Kaiser.

ting Carelesly |

frequently causes stomach troubles, but careful eating will never
right them. When your stomach is out of condition, it needs help
It must be thoroughly cleansed, settled
ood never does this.

BEECHAM'S PILLS

are the greatest stomach medicine human skill ever compounded.
Don’t attempt to cure your stomach by dieting.

You will half

: r Give Beecham’s Pills a chance and you
will again know the. pleasures ok a sound digestion.
return and the stomach again work without any discomfort.
will clear, the face Tglump out, while people will remark “How well
ese are facts, aot fancies, Prove it yourself.
Prepared only by Thomas Beecham, St. Helens, Lancashire, Engzland,
Seold by all Druggists in Canada and. U, 8. America,

Appetite will
The skin

Ia boxes 25 cents.

Fancy -the -German Emperor be-,

ROAD CANNOT PAY .

No Government or Company Can
* Build and Operate Hudsen

Bay Line at a Prefit. =~
- Winnipeg, Aug. 16—Mr. D, D.-Manx
commenting upon the project to’ build

.the Hudson Bay Railway as a government

enterprise, says:— .

“No government nor private .company
can build and -operate that: road’ as‘a
profitable investment. The ‘government
must either subsidize it or-hand it over
to a company: to operate under conditions
which will ensure ‘s feeding «system.
Otherwise it will be a failure.” " . °

Mr. Mann said he believed .the road |

would ultimately be a great commercial
success. He believed it would take two

three years to:build:

or

SHOULD EPILEPTICS .~
BE ALLOWED TO WED
Medical Superihtehdgnt;of Oﬂlh,
Ontaria, - Idiot Asyﬁu’n Would
Putalimit.: iy

Toronto, Avg: 14.—This: is s subject
that deferves the serious consideration of
our legislature,” said Dr.: Williams, Med:
ical Superintendent -of the ~Asylum ‘for
Idiots, in ‘his ‘report jistissued. “That
epilepsy is a heredifary disefe' is a well-
known f.act.‘ Then,” when we’consider a
man or a woman united*by the’ marriage
law to one whom they*findito be an &pi-
leptic, and’they regard’ the obligation a8
binding to their’ life’s"end, théy are' of ‘all
people. the most miserable.. . To have .to
live with one afflicted with this dread
disease as.a‘husband or wife would sap
the life out of any individual. I cannot
urge this' too strongly—that no person
afflicted with epilepsy’ should be allowed
to marry, first, becaise of the hereditary
tendency,  and, second, because of the
misery and wretchedness - brought . ypon
others. A person who has suffered ‘from
epilepsy should not be allowed to marry
until at least ten years had elapsed from
the last attack. If a law similar to ‘the
above were passed by parliament, it
would lesgsen the number of epileptics,
and also prevent a great deal of the mis-
ery in the homes of our province.

FIERCE BATTLE WITH
A MAN EATING SHARK

(Cape.Ann News.). ;

Herbert Malone, one of the crew of the
swordficherman Hockomock, had: a"battle
royal with a hammerhead shark that
started an attack on a swordfish that
Malone had speared.

'The fisherman began jabbing his .un-
looked-for opponent with one of the oars,
but the man eater still resisted the at-
tackgand made for the swordfish ‘again
and again, until Malone broke the oar.

The shark followed the dory until Ma-
lone reached the side of his vessel. Here
one of the ice hooks was baited with a
piece of meat and lowered into the water.
The ravenous shark made a dart for tne
bait, swallowing meat and ice hook. : The
fight then began te get the man. eater
aboard and it required ‘the combined ef-

1forts of the crew.of the Hockomeck to

‘make the line fast: to the rigging and get
the fish alongside the vessel.

The shatk measured ,19 feet 9 inches
from head to tail and 10 inches through
the body. : :

:
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'New Yotk drugsists report . grest falk

ing off in; the demand .for rouges,. cod: |,
manufacturegd:

metics, -lotions "and other tur

“beaytifiers.” . ‘her ,this -téndency ®is
a-part of the movement for the'inexpen-
sive  simple- life, -or--whether -the .New
York women: have' awakened. to’ the-harm-
ful - after-effects ; of these "chemical ; com;
pounds. is not stated.. Anyhow, there is
a:revival; of ‘the; use of' the’ dld:fashioped
home: prepn{ahonq, ‘those that' Have. stood
the test of time.' Here is:a'recipe for"a
home-made face wash' that: a ‘down town
druggist’ filled 18° times in:.one day: Rose
Water, 2 ounces; Eppetone (skin' food);
4 ounces; Cologne Spirits, 1 iounce. To
make the face wash put the Eppotone in
a pint: of hot water’ (mot, boiling) aud: af-
ter. it. has dissolved_ stra;
then .add’ the Roése Water and Cologne
Spirits. The daily use-of 'this preparation

| is. absolutely-harmless ‘and: there is noth~

ing better:. than " Eppotone  to 3 soften;
whiten ; and Abea.l_lt'i‘fy.- the :complexion. - .

A BONAR LAW SPEALS
At a recent school closing)in Dulwich,

England, A, Bonar Law, M.P., anative
of, New Brunswick, in distributing .the

.prizes said the great Jesson - for school:

boye| . learn was the:sense of their own
limitations.- ‘One: of his ‘happiest ‘remem-
brances of school life ‘was the’ intensity:
of friendship which existed among boys—
a kind of hero-worship, which, he hoped,
was mever altogether -lost - with ~some,
however ‘old " they might ‘be.: Although
there ‘might be some truth’ in' the  old
saying, ‘‘Familiarity = breéds - contempt,”
and “No' man is a_ hero to his’ valet]’
still ‘they ‘should remember - that it- was
ot -the ‘fault of - the hero, “but of | the
valet. ' Advorating the, study of the-dead
languages, Mr. Bonar ‘Law said. ‘that mas
tets’ at schools dnd. univérsibies could not
really educate their pupils. Al “they
could do was"to.give their, scholars an
eguipment ' to educate’ themselves.” “The
man who had' learned how to'learn could

learn® anything.” ~ Even “the "ybung . man

who succéedéd in getting' a ‘degree’ might;
for all* practical purposes, be an unieduca-
etd ‘man. To read books was one .thing;
to know how ‘te read them was a differ
ent matter altogetffer.‘ As.to the rela-
tion between success, in schoollife and
success afterwards, Mr. Bonar Law said
he though that, on the whole, the win-
ning of prizes at school gave a fair idea
of the amount of’ success which would be
attained by “the’ prize-winner in - after-life.
But . brains were not -everything. He
would 'always back the man with. great
force of character and less: brains’against
the man with great, braing and_less: force
of character. Character, sincerity, - and
being in earnest were the . things that
were necessary -to success.. The hest gift
any man could have was_plenty of work
to do in which ke, could'take an interest.

It was stated. at an inquest on.a Dean
Forest, Eng., colller, who had ' bacome ‘en-
tangled in the machinery, that on the: prev-
jous.might he woke up his wife and-told her
he had dreamed that while "working with
the machine an accidént ‘had- occurred and
he had fallen into i, - ;
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15 "nnsns*the ‘titne. ‘of “year
people  “ate’ talking' about
1 : In every big city from the
. Atlantic to the Pacific there is
. a-Big  Exhibition ' and “every
“man, . worhan and childis .
" booming The Great Fall Event
" "They are 'showing That
* ‘Public, Spirit ‘which is
 Part of 'a City's Capital
"and are spending it to draw .
‘the biggest crowds yet,

© . That's what St. John is
doing-this year. Her Citizens

are going to act this time and
let.the visitors be critics.

" ‘The Show Featares
- Are Great Now and will
- be better and greater when the

.~ Exhibition opens--September

- 12th,-worthy of an attendance
, that will beat- all records and -
set . ‘the people talking: from

‘Bangor -to” Halifax.

St.-John never was behind
when her people made ups
- their minds to take the lead.

“That's what- they're -after
this .year-an Exhibition Rep-.»
~-utabon. - ; 4
~ They want the best and
-+ are going to have it. -

. Why 2 Because Success
Spells Pleasure and
"Profit for the citizens, and

last but not least, Pride for

- 8t. John. '
~ Then in this matter of

Exhibitions let St. John set

the pace. Let the Winter

Port appear in another role-

as the Maritime A Mecca

for Exhibitiou Sight

PAINLESS
'SORN EXTRACTOR - '

Seers. .
' R/H.ARNOLD,

. Manager.




