
SOME ASPECTS OF RABBINIC
THEOLOGY

INTRODUCTORY

My object in choosing the title "Some Aspects of

Rabbinic Theology" is to indicate that from the follow-

ing chapters there must not be expected either finality

or completeness. Nor will there be made any attempt

in the following pages at that precise and system-

atic treatment which we arc rightly accustomed to

claim in other fields of scientific incjuiry. I have often

marvelled at the certainty a- onfidcnce with which

Jewish legalism, Jewish transcendentalism, Jewish

self-righteousness, are delineated in our theological

manuals and histories of religion; but I have never

been able to emulate either quality. I have rather

found, when approaching the subject a little closer,

that the p'^culiar mode of old Jewish thought, as well

as the unsatisfactory 3tate of the documents in which
this thought is pr .- .ved, "are against the certain,"

and urge a{)on the stucicnt cautioa and sobriety. In

these introductory paragraphs I shall trj- to give some
notion of the difficulties that lie before us.

To begin with the difficulties attaching to the un-


