
tnuit, in conieqnence be made lubseryient to

itisapport."
Now, as to England, I shall presently ad-

duce fact ngainst aasprtion. But the opera-

tions of the party-patronage system must be

vastly more marked and more banelul in Ca-

nada, than it is here exhibited to be in the

United Slates as our examples. The popula-

tion is much smaller here than there ; and the

number of offices larger, in proportion, and

they were greatly multiplied by the late ad-

visefs, and proposed to be multiplied to a

much greater extent. The violence & per-

sonality of party are increased in proportion

to the smallness of the population, and the

amount of patronage to he distributed tor v'w-

ty purposes. This system, once the rule ot

government in Canada, and all hope is extin-

guished that the Janus temple of social war

will ever be shut, or social peace ever be en-

joyed. Between the rising youth of Canada

and all promotion theie is an impassable gulf,

however "splendid their talents," or shining

their virtues, or high their attainments, unless

they can provide, and prove the possession of

the additional requisite bridge of political par-

tieanship interest. And this apple ot discord

—Ihis premium for partisanship— this offshoot

of the worst species of democracy— this ex-

tinguisher of inobtrusive virtue and intelli-

gence—this system of political and moral

corruption—this blood-sucker of the religious

and moral feeling of the country ; is dignified

as the " essence of responsible government"

and all who do not fall down and worship this

golden image of party idolatry, are to be cast

into the furnace of party proscription and ex-

ecration, heated seven times hotter than it

was wont in former days ! Such a system

•will prove Ciirran—the gem of Irish intellect

—an idiot. He said " I have known tumult

and disorder to make many a rich man poor

;

but 1 never knew it to make a poor man

rich." This newly advocated system of re-

sponsible government will indeed make a

rich country poor but il is the patent though

unprincipled wav to make poor political par-

tiganarich. Under its operation cunning will

be the desideratum for the public man, and

moral principle will die, pnd with it will

crumble the whole constitution of govern-

ment ; for, as the learned Schlcgel, in his ad-

mirable lectures on the philosophy of history,

remarks—" At no lime has a political consti-

tution or mode of government been duvised,

which could permanently supply the plaee of

principle." May the Ruler of Nations avert

such a calamity from Canada !

For Sir Charles Metcnlfe to be a party to

such a system— much more the stipulated tool

of it—would not only be violating the com-

mands of his Sovereign, and the still higher

commands of the King of Kings, and wither-

ing every verdant germ of Canadian excel-

It'nce and hope, with the simnan blast of the
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the seal of condemnation to his own appoint-

ment as Governor General of British North

America, In the late debate on Canadian

nflfaira in the British House of Commons, Mr.

Bullet said that Sir Charles Metcalfe belong-

ed to " tha ranks of the opponents of Her

Majesty's present government;" Lord Stan-

ley said Sir Charles " was not a supporter of

the present Ministry ;" Sir Robert Peel snid

that Sir Charles was not even personally

known to a single member of the present Go-

vernment, until aft^r bin recommendation to

Her Majesty as Governor General of Cana-

da. The emoluments of that otfice are larger

than those of Secretary of State for ihe Colo-

nies. The Ministry in England have many
needy and office-seeking; dependants lind

friends— noble and otherwise— to wlioinsuch

an office would be an invaluable boon, and

who, no doubt, regarded themselves as having

strong political claims " for services render-

ed."
° And, had Her Majesty's Advisers acted

upon the new and detestable article incorpo-

rated into the political creed of the late Advi-

sers of the Governor General to regard thetr

opponents as "enemies," and fill up " allva

cant offices with men of their own party,'

then would Sir Charles Metcalfe not hav»

been (as Mr. Buller expressed it) taken from

the ranks of their opponents. He desired not

the office : he desire't and needed not itscmo

luments ; the affirc. needed him ; Hi r Mnjes

ty's Ministers residviiig (as Sir Robert I'eel

has more than once avowed, and as Lord John

Russell declared, after the passing of the

Municipal Corporation Bill,) to recommend

persons to office according to thi'ir fitness and

merits, advised the appointment of one ol

their "opponents" in the person of Sir Char-

les jMctcalfe. This is British rf^ponsiblc Go-

vernment, as practiced by Her Maje.'ity's Mi-

nisters in the very appointment of ihe present

Head of the Canadian Exe^utive, and this is

the true responsible government for Canada.

Sir Charles Metos'fe's peculiar fitness for the

situation of Governor General of Canada, was

asserted even bv Mr. Hume, and eulogized in

the strongest terms by the late Councillors

themselves, at the comirencement of the late

Session of the Legisiolure, niter they had had

several months' confidential iiilercourse with

His Excellency. But having changed their

doctrine of Government, they have in a cor-

respondinff ratio amazingly changed their lan-

guage in rec^ard to Sir Clnrles Metcalle, and

have done but little else in their speeches for

months past, than attempt to falsify the words

they themselves had enipb.yed in Failiament

durinir the discussion of the answer to the

.Speecli from the Throne at the opening of

the Session. Thi^ is only another addition to

the cataloirue of their inconsistencies and

self-contradictions which 1 have heretofore

pointed out : whiUl Sir Chiirles M';tcalfe,

true to the principles sanctioned by \i"T iVla-

ieslv and her advisers in his own appointment,

true to the equal rights and privileges of all

classes Of Her Maiesty's subjects in Canada,

coiitinups to maintain what the late Council-

lors advised Sir Charif s Bagot to declire to

the Johnstown District Council, " tiiat inn

distribution of the patronage of the Execu-

tive Government shall be confined to no par-

ticular section or party, reliaious or political.
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