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SATURDAY MORNING, OCT. 24, J 846.

[From the Long Point Advocate.]

On Tuesday, the ISlh inBtunt. the Liberal

Member* of the Bkock Dimtbict Council and

a few of their frieudi, entertained the Hon.

FfiANCis HiMCKS, the late Representative of the

County of Oxford, at a Public Dinner at the

Royal Oak Tavern, Woodstock. The day

I'M unfortunately very unfavourable, which

prevented the attendance of a number of gen-
tlemen from remote parts of the country.

About fi o'clock,?. M.,the Chair was tnken

by Wm. Carroll, Esq., District Councillor of

JJorwich ; the Vice (Jhairmen were Eliakiin

Malcolm, Esq , District Councillor of Oakland,

and Charles Chadwick, Esq., District Council-

lor Df Dereham. Mr. Hincks sat on the right

of fiie Chairman, and Jared Vining, E»q., Dis-

trict Councillor of Nissouri, the Senior Mem-
ber of the Council on his left.

Ailerdoing justice to an excellent dinner,

provided by Mr. Hill, the CImirman rose to

propose the health of the Queen.

He said he thought he could propose that

Toast with great propriety. He had been, he

might say, bom a Loyalist. His father was
one of eight brothers who had emigrated to

the United States before the Revolution.

—

Whtn the war broke out his father v/as the

otdy one of the eight that adhered to the British

Crown (cheers.) He had afterwards emigrated

to New Brunswisk, where he (the Chairman)

wu born. His father had served in the British

Qrmy, and he (the Chairman had do.ne so like-

wise, (applat'se) and he had imbibed principles

of loyalty from his earliest youth. (Loud

cheers.) He felt assured that the health of

the Queen would be heartily responded to.

1st. The Queek.

The next regular toast was prefaced by the

Cheirman with a few appropriate remarks, and

honoured with the respect due to the consort ol

our beloved sovereign.

9nd. Pkimck Albert and the Royal Fa-

hilt.
3rd. The Governor General.

In proposing this Toast the Chairman said,

he knew little of the Governor General, but he

believed he was an old soldier, and as such lie

respected him,BB well as on account of his being

the Represen'ative of his Sovereign. He (the

Chairman) was himself an old soldier, having

erved throuehnut the lest war, and having been

in every engagement on the frontier.
;

Atli Tug PgnfLR—the only true source of

lei^tmate power.^
'

^

The Chairman had now to propose the toast

of the evening ; Our Guest, the Hon. Francis

HiHCES, whose presence among us after a lonr

absence, was most cordially welcome. (Great

applause.) When, said the Chairman, it be-

came known that Mr. Hincks was in Upper

Canada, the Council of the District happening

to be in session, the Reform members thereof

determined upon inviting him to accept a public

dinner at W^^odstock. 1 he time fouirt-'paratioii

of 'he last three year*, and to compare the

conduct of our Ministers with that of Eng'ish

(talesmen. Twice within the past year has

Mr. Draper, by making overtures to the lead-

ing members of the Opposition, virtually ac-

knowledged that his administration Uoes not

enjoy a sufficient amount of public confidence,
j

At this moinunt the Ministry lb virtually dis-
|

organized. One member resi}»i.ed several
|

months ago and his place Ims not been filled
j

up, although it has been oflered lo a membrro."

the Opposition, r.nd has hpeii by him refused. I

(Cheers.) Mr..Secretary Daly made arrange-

ments several montiis since to receive llie

vacant office of Civil SecreUiry, which has

been conducted by a clerk since Mr. Higgiii-

son's departure, merely to f uil the convenience

of the Ministry. Mr. Papineau, aftur an ab-

sence of months, has returned to his office,

althougii he only holds it until it is convenient

to appoint a successor. Compare these pro-

ceedings with English practice. When Sir

Robert Peel resigned previous to the last se.s-

sion of Parliament, Lord John Russell was

called on to form an administration. He e.\-

perienced difficulties from want of co-operation

among his friends, &. he iminciljately abandoned

the task, and his opponent was reinstated. He
did net attempt to conduct the busine.ss of the

country with an incomplete Cabinet, nor wonld

he have been suffered to do so. But here.gentle-

n\en, we have during the last three years had a

Ministry whose whole conduct is a practical

violation of P sponsible Goverrment—which

introduces measures to Parliament only to

abandon them, and which is unable to carry

out the policy of the party by which it has been

placed in power. We have in tlie circumstances

attending a late appointment which has caused

some discussion, proof positive that the practice

of the presentCovernnient is not dissimilar from

that of Lord Metcalfe. Sir Allan M'Nab applied

personally to the Governor for the appointment

of a deputy. He was authorised to write to

his friend with an offer of the appointment and

iheMinis'.ers afterwards corapelledtheGovernor

to retract his promi8e,tlu.s bringing theGovern-

ment of the country into contempt with the pub.

lie. 1 need not however prosecute this sub-

ject. Responsible Government will never bo

carried out honestly by men who are at heart

oppoi^ed lo it, and whose real object is to induce

a belief that its working is inipraelicable.

The remedy is with the people alone. They
alone are responsible for the picscnt state of

afiUirs, and they will do well instead of expect-

ing relief from a change of (iovernor8,tooxert

themselves to secure a Vtter representation.
'T*^^ ^^ !'>:;* "'Ci :;;:i!?t rrif!V!t!Cf> the niihiic th".t

our objects are bucIi v-a oueIu to eniltip xm to

their support. Tt>e present is a most favoura-

ble opportunity for doing so. Party spirit has

in a great degree suknided and the public at

large are enquiring calmly as to the views of

public men. It is singular eni'Ugh that at this

crisis the most promint-nt question before me
public is one calculated to unite in it» advocacy

many who have formerly bopii opposed to each

other, but whose inlen-Hts with respect to this

are identictilly t]i'^ same. I mean the

Assessment Bill had also been denounced
the last eleakion. Ynu will all recollect t1

cry ab<vjt board fences, fruit trees, &c., bit

when the present Ministry introduced a bil

upon the subject, the very same principle hai
been adopted of assessing according i^; Value

True, the assessment of personal property wal
not provided for, the whole taxation being

thrown upon the owners of real property, who
are the farraert. I have perhaps already tres-

passed too long on the patience of my friendf.

(Cries no, no, go on, go on), but ( conceive it

incumbent upon nie to refer to one or two sub-

jects of a personal character, and 1 will endei-

vonr to be as brief as possible. Most of tlio^e

present have heard of the Rev. Mr. Burns, wlo
paid a visit to this part of the province & hu^

caused some excitement. It is not my intentlcn

to say anylhinjidisrespectfnl of that genllemap

now, nor have I ever dune so. I disapprovel

of his proceedings believing them calculated 'o

excite dissension among the people, and 1

fearlessly expressed this opinion, nor can I now
retract it. I will state facts, ^ir. Burns came
to Montreal, a stranger, and almost immedi-
ately commenced prraching in the streets, his

object being to convert the Roman Catholics.

He spoke oftlie religion of the great majority

of the people of Montreal in terms which led

to violence, and the end of it was, some two

thousand persons assembled in the streets of

the city with arms in their hands to shed one

another's blood. Such was the stale of feeling

caused by Mr. Burns' preaching. If that

gentleman wore right then ail llie other clergy

oftlie province were wrong, inasmuch as none
of them had pursued a similar course, and

Mr. Burns himself, by abandoning the field,

has virtually admitted that he was in error.

—

There is another subject upon which I

desire to make some explanation. I allude

to what has been termed the Jesuit Contro-

versy. Now all I desire to do on the present

occasion is lo make a plain statement of facts.

I will not revive old controversies, nor do I

wi.=h to impute blame to any one who has

differed from me ; bull certainly mu.stsay that

niy views have been wholly misunderstood.

—

The origin of the dispute v.as a statement made

by the Rev. Mr. Wilkes at New York lo the

effect that great ignorance prevailed airong the

people of Lower Canada, and that this was

caused by the influence of the Catholic Ciergy

against education. I, connected as I was with

a press which was the organ of Catfiolics as

well as Protesi.iius, fell it my duty to correct

what I believe to be a misstaienie«it. It was

not a fact that the Catholic, Clergy had opposed

education ; "'> 'fie rpiii^ry. the edncjitieiiftl in

^iiiJt>..no\^ri.>utV«rOae«<la.'«re-i>igniy or<i<iit..:.:o

to those who have established them. At their

colleges an excellent classical educaiion, with

board, is provided fo> less than £itO a year. I

will not pursue the subject, but will just read

an cAiidct or two from papers vv-hich all will

Rdmit to be good authority. The first, strange

to say, is from the Banner. That print, on a

recent occasion, said :
" the Church of Rome,

wbi^iih wa.s wont to dread education, atid the

iliurch of England, which habitually neglected

matter broi
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