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If llu' writi'i' nf llif inci-f liiiir li.tliif iiiIkiiiIimI ti> ti'll till' Inllll lid

vvii« piihcr I'Xirciiu'lv iuiiuriiut. uv ux

iv i mil iiii« II <^' 1^ II ii»' linvii, I.*-'

li'Kiiiiilw iiiiliirt iiiiiitii in ihil I'lilili'l'

of words to c'oiivi'V iii.> uU'Mn, as llu! followiiim' lini-t' iinnulive of tiu-ls

will sliow. (.iiiiTU Aiini's i'lin]it'l, us Ikis iihciuly ln'oa hliowii, was
oiiuiimlly biiill for ii foii'.!;ii'UiHioii;il iuciiii)i.'-lioiiM', Iml llio liiiiKU'is,

liudiiifj; llml bolli lowii ami htulc R'l'iisfil to allnw tlu'iii loiist- il I'orMii-li

n |uir[io.sc' 111 lluit [ilai'i-, afu'iwurd i-otivciti'd it into an E|iisco[iul c-hiirch,

wliicli llioy called (iiicfii Ann's cliaiud. Tlu; licil, wlindi was ii-;.rniarly

used fronillie liiiic ol' its arrival till l7('iG, wilh the I'Xi'epliiai of a few

of the hist years, when it was used but ouec in a month, had on it the

foUowini:? hdiel ;
' presented to (lueou Ainie's ehapel by the bi>ho|i of

London.' The diseontinuaiu-e of i)nblii' worsliiu in the ehaiu.-l, three,

sabbaths ont of fmir, indiieed tliose who Hvcd in the vicinity, a j.',realer

jmrt of wiioiii had aliciuh'd tho eha|ii'l, to form a new juirish, build a

ineetinR-house, which was raised June tweiity-thinl, 17C. I, eonslitnli! a

new chnrcli, and settle a con^retiatinnal minister. In 17(iO, public wor-

ship ceased entirely in the chapel, whicli, • beincr thus deserted, went

to decay.'*
'

'riieChrisleiiin;;' basin, which is of silver, is in ihe pos-

session of St. raid's church.' '* The bible, was i.;iveu, by a Mr. Jack-

man, to tho church in Boscawen, New Uanipsiiire, and the eoniinuiiion

cloth was worn, as a sliawl, by a Mvs I'almer; llu; bell remained for

ten years unmolested, and apparenlly niichunied by any jiersun or

society, in the belfry of tlie deserted chapi'l, wlu-n the steeple was
blown down, about •. vi-ar befoit> the. fall of the house, throwiniiC the

hell into the street beeinjf this, JMr. Duvid \V'liilniort', an innholder

in the neighborhood, wheeled it iiilo his barn, where it remtuned for

some time, unconcealed and unclaimed, till, at the n i[ue.sl of I\lr.

Whilmore, colonel Josiah Little removed it to his own house, where il

remained, unconcealed, as is well known, till the biiildinu; of tlio

Belleville scliool-liouse, where it was used, both for school-house and

nieeting-honsp, ready to bo delivered to any [.crsou or society leuJilly

or equitably entitled to it. Keciuests were made to Mr. Little to tiivo

up, or .sell, the bell to St. Paid's ehiindi. To all these requests, Mr.

Little's uniform answer was, in substance, this ' The bell is not mint!

to give or sell. Any person or soi'iety, cliumiii!.!: it, can have it by

substantiating the claim.' Satisfieil that no such claim could be lei},ally

made, certain persons, wlio they were, or for what motive,! pretend

not to say or know, tlctermincd to obtain possession of the bell, and

accordingly, as it would seem, employed, for iliat pur[iose, some stufiid

agent or agents, whoso organs of actiuisitiveness must have vastly

exceeded those of locality, as they did not appear to know the dillerenco

between Kent street school-house in Xcwbnryport, and Pilsbury's lane

in Newbury. They accordingly made a sad mistake, and instead of

taking queen Anne's chapel hell, carried otf the Kent street school-

hou.se bell, which lias the following label: 'Joseph Joyet fecit 17^)7.

Lebeau alia grande angc,' which they, no doubt. sni)posed meant, being

interpreted, 'presented to queen Ann's r' apel by the bishop of

London.' The selectmen of Newbnryport, however, thought ditfer-

ently, and, in the course of the day. reclaimed the bell. Having

bailed in this attempt to obtain the right bell, the thieves, having studied

tvjpography for over two months, and having selected what they doubt-

less deemed a suitable time for the accomplishment of their design,

determined to try again.

* Reverend doctor Mor.ss.


