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able to conjcfturc the contrary.,

as there are no Performer's Names
annexed to the Dramatis Per-

fono'.

The Orators, Cdtn. of
three Afts, by S, Foote, ivo,

176Z.—^This is the laft Piece this

Author lias produced, anc! tret

with very good Succef^ -ii ,v

performed at the liulc. Tneatij in

the Haymarket in the Middle of
the Day, during fonie Part of the

Summer of 1762. The Bills

published for it were under the

Idea of LtEiuret on Evglijh Ora-
tory, and indeed Part of the firft

Aft is taken up in sn Ironical

Kind of Lefture on that Subject.

—The tv'o laft, however, arc an
Illuftratio 1 of fome of the Prin-

ciples laiii down ih the faid Lec-
ture, by Examples with Regard
to ihc ievcral Methods of arguing

and declaiming, peculiar to the

Oratory of the Bar, and that of

fame public AfT' nblies, the for-

iner is an imaginary Trial of that

ideal Being, the Ghoft o( Cock-

Lane, and the ether in a fuppofed

Meeting of Mechanics andT La-
bouring Men at the noted Robin-

hood 6'ociety.—-In the Purfuance of

his Plan, in Order to point out
the Abfurditics which are fre-

quently run ihto both in the
Matter and Manner of Argu-
mentation, Mr. Foste has throwii

into his Defign a great Tariery cf
Gharafters, fome of which hav6
been fuppofed to be drawn from
real Life, particfularly one of an
eminent Bookfeller of a neigh-

bouring Kingdom, who, with all

the Diladvantages of Age, Per-

fon, and Addrefs, and even the
Deficiency of a Leg, is perpetu-

ally giving himfelf the Airs of the
greateft Importance, contiiiually

r^neating Stories of his own Wit,
.A not contented with being a

tqoft tirefomc E^otift in other Re-

o s

fpefts, is even continually talking

of his Amours, and boalling of
being a Favorite with the Fair

Sex.—Such a Charafter is furcly

a genuine Objeft of Ridicule

;

the Stage fccms to demand it as

a Sacrifice at the Shrine of Com-

mm Senfe ; nor can I think the

Dramatic Writer juftly chargea-

ble with Perfonality, who, feeing

fo extraordinary a Flower growing

in Nature's Garden, does not ex^

elude it from the Nofegay he ;s

gathering, becaufe it grew in a

partic».?lp»- ^"i% and that its gla-

rli g C.jiOUis had happened to

have been ohfcrvcd by hundreds

befides himfelf.

Orestes. Opera, hy Lewis
Theobald, 8vo. 1 7 3 1 .• Th is

Piece, tho' in the Title ftiled an

Opera, Is in Reality a regular

Tragedyof five A£ls,with nothing

to give it a Right to the former

Tiile but fome few Pieces of Mu-
fic introduced in various Parts of

it.——The Scene lies in Scythia

Taurua, and the Story ot the

Plot is that of the Expedition-ci"

Orcftei and Pylades to that Coun-
try, in order to bear away the

Statue of Diana, which had been

fent down thither from Heaven
j

which Exploit they at length at-

thieved by the Afliftance cf Ipki-

gtria^ the Sifter of Orejles, at

that Time, tho' unknown to

them, aPrieftefs of that Goddcfs

in her Temple at Tauris, where
the fought-for Statue was depo-

fited.

OsrwAN. T-ag. by Francis

Qentleman.—-T.h.i.^ Piece hfts never

yet app'^ared in Print, altho' 3-

bou the Year 1751. Propofals

v.'i publiflied both for the pfint-

. \i and £ling it by Subfcription,

efch Suofcriber for a TItket at

the Performance of it at the little

Theatre in the Haytfiarkct being,

by the Propofal, entitled to a Co-


