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•* falcl the Apoflle Paul to the Minifters of the
^* Church of Ephefus and its dependent Chiir-
** cbcs, and to the whole flock, in which the
*' Jrlolv G1k)11: lias placed you Bifhops to rule
*' the Church oF God, which he has acquired
** with his Blood." Jets, 2oth chap. 28th v.

ilence 5/. Peter calls the faithful " a people of
^ acquif^tion," 111 Ejwft. chap. 2. v. 9, he-

cauie they were purchafed by Jefus Chrift at

the price of his blood. " And my fervant
*' David (hall be ^'ling over them, and one
*' Shepherd over them all." Ezekiel, 37th

-chap. 24ch v. " and my fervant David their
•' Prince for ever," 25th v.

'* Like a Shepherd he will feed his flock,"

Ifaias, 40th chap. 1 1th v.
—

'tis needlefs to re-

mark that by David the Prophets underftood

the Messias who was to be of David's race.

The Saviour fays of himfelf, " 1 ain the

good Shepherd," John, 10th chap. 1 1th v.

—

!and the lO'th v. he lays, " there will be one
•* Fold and one Shepherd." Hence St. Paul
to the Heb, chap. 13, v. 20, " the God of
** Peace, who railed from the dead the great,
*' Shcj)herd of the Sheep in the blood of an
** eternal tellament, our Lord Jefus Ckriji ;"

of this Great Paftor 'tis faid in tlie 2d Pfalm,

9th V. " thou fhalt rule them with a rod of
*' iron." I'o Ihew the inflexible equity of his

judgments and his abl'olute power ; and *SV.

Paul to the Ro?nan<':, chap. 15, v. 12, citing

the piophet 7/(//tf>v, favs, " there will be a root

"of


