
imlilU- oplrilun of tin* t.'oijntry wa« clearly
HKHliiMt f%Mh iibvciitluni. Having thU
111 ml ml, and the poBHtailun by th«
(Heat Xfirthern of the V.V. A E. charter,
wf tiaJ maili; repeated attempta to In-
tfi.at (In. u.N.It. ayHtem In the work of
f.ul.-lLiriif th«- V .

\'. At I-;. IhiLtHHh i.i iti.;

cuHxt. un<I of giving t.i the people on
t)ie cua»t tlial opportun'ty of doing buaU
tienn with the Interior that would natur-
ally rurnilt from the completion of the
line, I may way that pcraonally, with
the concurrencp of the BSiocutlva Coun-
cil, I vlMlti-d HI. I'aul f.T the purpoae of
taking up these propoaaU with tha
Qreat Xorthern ofllclala and gentlemen
repreatntlng the Great Northern Inter-
eHtH waitfil upon the Qovernment In
Victoria and dlacuased the whole quea-
tli.n at length of making connection with
the coast cltieM. But for aome reason or
another there waa delay upon delay.
Explanatlona were alwaya given, but
there waa no actual work of conatructlon,
and after the patience of the Oovernment
and the people had become almoat ex-
hauated, we Anally proceeded with the
present arrangement, by means of whic>i
we can expect to aee the road completed
shortly and In operation under the Juris-
diction of the Canadian Paclflc Railway
eyatem.

All the business relative to the Hope
Mountain system, the extension of the
road through the Nicola, Simllkameen
and Okanagan country, has been very
complicated. In the first place there
was the old charter of the Midway and
Vernbn road, which upon a pronounc»>
ment of the Supreme Court was declared
to be still In force, despite the fact that
the number of men and animals engaged
on the work of actual construction would
not Involve any great outlay In wages
from month to month. However, In the
wisdom of the Court. It was declared
that the charter wa« atlll In force, and
when, on investigation, it wns found that
the project of the Kettle Valley must to

some extent trespasa upon the territory

of the Midway and Vernon, a great many
difflcultles presented themaelves, which
had to be removed before any railway
ex;>ectlng to receive recognition at the
hands of this country and this Parlia-
ment could be taken into account. The
Midway and Vernon had carried out
large and expensive surveys and other
railway ploneerlnj work of a costly
character. When the Kettle Valley pro-
posed to act under the charter of the

Midway and Vernon, the Provincial Qov-

ernment stipulated that they should not

proceed with Its operations until the

rlKhlH of the Midway and Vernon were
pn>Iii'rly ailjustfil.

Home time elapsed before the riues-
tioHH Inchlenlal to these rights wsrs
.1Ih|' st-il of, an<l even then, when the
Movfrnment of the day whs advised tiiat
fVfryihing waa satisfactorily arranged,
tliurc remained many outstanding ques-
tions that ^rere not adjusted until a later
dal.-. 1 n-collect, in the course of a
nitli.-r nrduoun campaign through the
noun.lary ami Hinillkameen country,
being subjeL'ted to some unfair abuss
upon thlK matter. Pointed and offen-
sive refert-ncea were made to the KetU*
VJtllfy pn>if', t |,i'c-auMf It was suld that
this corporation had failed to meet the
payment of some wages and some store
accounts that were due to people along
tlic surv.y.-d route from Midway to Ver-
non.

Happily, I am in a position to amy
that the Midway and Vernon difficulties
have been disposed of and the ground
cleared for the entry of the Kettle Val-
I'-y. Tli»- \'.. V. Hi K. corimratlun, which
has every right to the recognition of this
Legislature, has been enabled to make
arrangements satisfactory to this Go*--
ernment. to themselves, and to the Ket-
tle Valley, which will give them acceaa
to the coast cities, t am also glad to
he able to state that questions relative
to the Interests of the city of Grand
Forks, the Boundary, 81mllkam<<n and
NIcoU districts have also been disposed
of, so I approach the subject tonight
of presenting to Parliament a bill that
provides an Importtnt step In this mag-
nificent project

It Is only fair to recall, however, that
it was not until we had recourse to the
treasury of this country that we were
In a position to produce a contract that
would absolutely insure the completion
of the road The charter of the Midway
and Vemoi was declared by the Courv«
of the country to be valid, and I must
remind you that it carried with It a sub-
sidy of $5,000 a mile for 150 miles, or
1750,000. It became the right, therefore,
of the Kettle Valley, having taken over
the charter, to expect at the hands of the
Government the same treatment that
would have been accorded the original
Midway and Vernon road.
By means of this cash subsidy, in so

far 88 our interest In the road was con-
cernel. we were able to aasure Partla-
meni ind the country of the building of
a st.ndard gauge road from Pentlctun
along to the Nicola country, but there
still remained the very costly Hope
Mountain section, which even Mr. j. j.
Hill seemed to heslUte about atUcklng,


