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"I can't help that, and. further, I don't believe it."
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Kitty made no reply.

"You will not be so foolish as to break your engage-
ment for anything so small and petty, or, at least, you'll
give Ted a chance to explain ?

"
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" Does your mother know ?
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"Nobody knows. I engaged myself to him without
askmg anybody and I disengage myself in the sameway—that's all." said the girl proudly.

Again Clare felt an insane desire to shake her. Her
chagnn was infinite. This had happened at a most
mopportune moment. There was very much at stake
where her own position was concerned, and, knowing

w u '^y * P'*^' ''^** °^ "'"d, she had no doubt
but that this would militate seriously against both her
and Cynrs prospects.

She was in the mood to quarrel with anybody—with
Ted, with Anna Helder, with Kathleen most of all
Only she dared not. Admirable mistress of herself, she
preserved an expressiwi of profound regret which was
most convincing.

"I think you have been most premature. But I hop-
that even yet you'll give Ted a chance to explain. Pro-
mise me that you will, before you speak to your mother
or let anybody in the family or outside of it know what
nas happened."

"I can't promise anything, and, as I have said, there
>s no explanation possible. Anna Helder sent me a
package of Teds letters this morning. They cover a
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