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API'KNDIX. Ifll

bank rcinaincil in tlie possession of ii r<irei;^ii ])o\vei, circiiinstanci's

inifjjlit occnr to maki* the iioii^libomliood of sntli po\v(M- liijflilv inju-

rious to us in many of our .nost iiiijioitant concorns. A divided

jurisdiction over tlu- river nii<2;ht bef^et jealousies, discontents, and
dissensiotis, \vliicli the wisest policy on our part could not prevent

or control. AVith a train of colonial <;;overnnients established alonj;

^ the western bank, from the entrance of the river, far into the inte-

rior, under the command of military men, it would be dillicult to

preserve that state of thitij^s which would be necessary to the peace

and tionquillity of our country. A single act of a capricious, un-

friendly, or unprincipled subaltern mi;^ht wound our best interests,

violate our niost unfjucstionable iij.>;hts, and involve us in war. IJut,

by this acquisition, which comprises within our limits this j!;rcat ri-

ver and all the streams that emjity into it, from their sources to the

ocean, the apprehensions of these disasters is banished for ages from

the United States. W'c adjust by it the only remaining known
cause of variance with this very powerful nation: we anticipate the

discontent of the great rival of France, who would |)robably have

been wounded at any stipnlation of a permanent nature which fa-

voured the latter, and which it would have been dillicult to avoid,

had she retained the right bank. We cease to have a motive of

urgency, at least for inclining to one power, to avert the unjust

pressure of another. We separate ourselves in a great measure

from the European world and its concerns, especially its wars and

intrigues; we make, in line, a great stride to real and substantial

independence, the good eflect whereof will, we trust, be felt essen-

tially and extensively in all our foreign and domestic relations.

Without exciting the apprehensions of any power, we take a more

imposing attitude with respect to all. The bond of our union will

be strengthened, and its movements becouic more liarmonious by

the increased parity of interest which it will communicate to the

several parts which compose if.

In deliberating on this subject in a financial view, we were

strongly impressed with the idea, that while we had only a right of

deposite, or, indeed, while the right bank lomained in the possession

of a foreign power, it was always to be expected that we should, at

some time or other, be involved in war on (juestions resulting froni

that cause. We were well satisfied that any ^var would cost us

more than hereby is stipulated to be given for this territoryj that

none could produce a more favourable result, while it might, espe-
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