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flie fuitlicr clinrsfcd (lie surveyor uitli pcrmiUiiis

siicli iKT^-ons as Moiiltl pay liim lor it, t(» cut down
tlu; Inrs wliicli were siiiil to hclonijto (In- kiiit;.

The Mirvcyor tlierfii|)oii ijrolerrcil liis incmoriiil

((» the irovciiior ami council, jiistit'yiiiir liiniscUiii

llii! iliscluir^'c ol Ills liiisf, 1111(1 coniplaiiiiii;: of

Mr. Cooke, one of llit; nicinbors of (lio couik il,

for olliiiously coiuTriiiiig himself >vi(li llic ad'airs

of till' surveyor's ollice, and obslrucliiig liis mea-

siire.s for tiie service ol tliu crown. Mr. ("ook(>

had ninny friends in tliu liuuse ready U> su|)|)oit

him, and this dispute was the l)ei,'innini{ of tin-

public controversy which continued until the end

of Colonel Shute's administration
;

parlies were

formed, new subjects for contention from linu; to

time were furnished, until at length the governor

was forced to leave the province.

Wo do not find a^iy vote of council upon this

memorial, but the governor espoused the cause of

the surveyor, and, to shew his resentment against

Mr. Cooke, when the list of counsellors was pre-

sented at the next election, directed his Kpeoch to

him in particular, and let him know he would
excuse liim from attending at the board fur the

ensuing year.

(Anno 1718.)—Mr. Cooke, soon after, jirosentod

his memorial to the council, in which he justified

liis own conduct, and iharged Mr. Hridges with
" using liis utmost <'troits to invaih; I lie rights and

f)r<>pcrlies of the people in (he province of Maine

)y his exorbitant actions, as well as basely betray-

ing the (rust the crown had invested him with,

by daily selling iuul l)artering the very logs and
timber, which he gave out was the king's, his

master, whose bread ho then eat." The coiniril

suffered the memorial to lay upon their t:ibie, but

acted nothing upon it. Afterwards, upon the

appointment of a coniinitteo l)y the house, they

joined a committee of council to consider in general

ol Mr. Hridges's conduct. This connnittec, in their

report, jiistilied Mr. Cook'.', and coiuleiniied iho

procceilings of the surveyor. Tlie council jiut off

the consideration I'f this r<'|)ort also, but the house
voted their acceptance of it. The governor, of
course, transmitted to the board of trade an account
of all the::e proceedings, and very soon received
nn answer, censuring (he house of representatives

fo, countenancing and encouraging Mr. ('ooke.
This being laid before the house, tliey by a vote
ileclared that a censure of the board of trade was
occasioned " by sending home the papers on one
side only, whereby their lordships were ii.formed
ex parte.'' The house had avoided any direct

attack upon tiie governor until tins vote, many
of the principal members this year being well

ad'ected to him, but the paily, without doors,

(^pecially in Ho.ston, had been in(Ma'.ing against

him, and, at the next election for that (own, they

s( lit all new membeis, and a change w;is made

in many other towns, unfavourable to the gover-

nor's interest.

The lainous projector Captain Coram, in (ho

year IT 1^, was busy in a si heme for settling N'ovii

Scotia and tin; lands Ik tween Nova Scotia anil the

l)roviiice of Maine, and a [iclition was prelerred by
Sir,\lexanderCairnes,.lanies Douglas'jand.lo^huii

(Ie(-, in behalf of (heinselves and (il hers, prn> inj?

for a grant upon the sea-coast live h'agues s. r;'.

and five leagues u. c. of Chilnictow harl)our,

where they proposed to biiild a (own, and to

improve the country rouml i( in raising hemp, in

making |)itch, tar, and (urpentine, and they

undertook to settle a certain number of families to

consist of '200 persons in three yt urs, (he rest of

Ills Majesty's subjects not to be |)rohii)iied lishing

on the coasts under regulations. To this petition,

Mr. Dummer, the Massachus<lts agent, oi)jec(ed,

because of the last clause, which laiil a restraint

upon the fishery. The lords of trade, however,

reported in fiivour of it, but it stoppid in council.

Another petition was |)referred by \V illani .\rm-

s( long and others who had been otliceis and sokliers

in the army, " praying lor a grant of the lands

between Nova Scotia and the province of Maine,
the said tract of land having been conquered by
th(> ]'"rench in \(i9(i and possessed by them until

1710, when it was recovered by the llnglisii, and
by the treaty of L'trccht was with Nova Scotia

given up by France to the I'rilish crown." Tiic

conquest in 1690 was the taking I'euKKpiid fort,

and holding possession of tin; harbour two or three

days. This, however, wiis made a serious affair,

and (he agent, Mr. Dummer, was .several (inns

liearil before (Ik; lords of (rade. The general court

being restrained from conveying these landswithout

consent of the crown, it was propo>ed, tliat if tl:ey

would consent to resign the jurisdiction bet«>'en

Kcnnebeck and I'enobscot, the crown should con-

firm the property of the soil, but upon the pro-

posal's being communicated to the court, they

instructed their agent to inalvc no concessions.

One Sarah VVatts, setting forth that she war.

heir at law to Tiiomas (iofie, deputy governor
and one of the 2G patentees of the old colony,

claimed a 20th |)art of the coh)ny, and (he issues

and profits for HO or 90 years. She filei' a bill of
coniplaint in chancery against the province, and
there wasaconnnissioii of sequcst'-alion for several

New iMigland ships in the river, which cost the

owners several guineas each to the sharpers who
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