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Lkoislativk Assembly,
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>'":• Quvhcr, Isl May, 1860.

SlH,-

I take lliu lil)eil) t«t solicit your attentiuii to a vrry important matter. 1 liave oppurt unities,

possessed by few ol' you, of knowing tlie extent of tlie actual distress now existing in tlie Province,

in consequpnce of the scarcity of iSloney and Employment, and of the paralysis creeping over its

ener£?ies, from the feeling that neither the government nor the opposition re(H)gnize tlu People's

Employment to be the first question in politics, and that to which all others ought to give way. But
if, as f believe, more than three-fourths of botii IJouses of Parliament, and as large a proportion of

the present, as well as of the late government, recognize the above great truth, and see Employment
for the People to be the great object of politics, why cannot we get it constitutionally declared ?

It appears to me that the present proposal of the government, to take u(f the tluty on books

of 10 per cent, (put on only last year), which practically is just protectiov to United States

PUBLISHERS, calls loudly for this subject being now brought up, as being a complete subversion of

the principle we conlend for ; and I take the liberty to bring before you llesolntions which would
assert our common views, in ease Mr. Gait unfortunately should persist in refusing to except Books
WHICH ACTUALI-Y A HE PRINTED IN THE PROVINCE.

RESOLUTIONS.

1. That the fre({nent changes and alterations respecting the amount of duties of Customs have

the effect oi preventing capital, foreign or Canadian, being employed in the creating and maintaining

of our native industry.

3. That it is contrary to sound policy to discourage the publishing, within the Province, of

School Books, and to prevent the only mode of securing uniformity in the lea(rliing of our private as

well as our public Schools, and a national Canadian education and sentiment.

3. That there ought tt) be a distinction drawn between Books which we do print and which we
do not print, the latter being a lit article to add to the list of articles, such as Tea, Sugar, &c., which
we c:^nnot grow or manut'acture, and on which there ought, therefore, to be no duty, except for

revenue.

4. That, generally, we (tught not to reduce the duty on articles which we can manufacture, ex-

cept the Americans reciprocate with us in the particular article.

5. That the Employment of the Province is invided, and Annexation of Canada to the United

States made more the interest of Canadians, by the course of the Imperial parliament and authorities

—the Free Trade legislation of the Imjjerial parliament in 184G having left the Canadian farmer in

a position to be greatly benefitted by annexation which would give him the American market as

'.veil as the English market for his producliojis ; and the late interference of the Imperial authorities

regarding the Canadian TavitV, and especially in regard to Books, making it the interest of the

manufacturer to go to the United Slates, as by doing so he gets the American as well as the Canadian
market /rce /row dutif.

G. That the danger to the farmer has been oniy temporarily averted by the Americans having

yieldetl tt) Canatlians nriprocitif in wtlurai prodiictiDiis^ and that the danger to both can only be per-

manently averted by one of two courses—by Canada joining the United States in a Zolverein, similar

to the German Zolverein, thus extending to all articles the ])resenl principle of reciprocity,—or by the

creation, by ourselves, of a Home Market for the Canadian farmer, through our encouraging a manu-
facturing population in Canada, it being known that, in case of our doing this, a large pro|>ortion of

the manufacturing population of the United States (win) are chiefly Firitish snbjecis) would speedily

r>'lurn to ilie province.


