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Did th« gentlemanly condiid of Captain Stopford« deftrte

. Ibch a return a» tUii \ Will Mr. Jcircrfuu prctviul that fuch

treatment did not furiudi jud caufe of uffvnce and provocat.

tion \ If h< can reconcile fo baCe k traniadion to moderi>

maxims of philofophy, wc ought to b« thankful that the plain

common feafc of the cuuutry we inhabitt it iM)t yet fo |>er>

ertedt a^d that the terms right and <wrong^ kuulntji and j«a>

> h'mdntfi^ iliU retain thtir proj>cr and apuropriate mraiiinfs*

We will now notice the ca£e of the riabfax : A midfliip*

nan and five men arc feut from that (hip tA> weigh the kedge

anchor. Tho£e men fuddcnly take polTefliou of the boat*

fcize upon their officer, whom they threaten to killtand reach

the American (hore. Though the circumftances attending

their dcfertion are peculiarly aggravating, yet they are ik>

fuoner landed, than they ai e enUlied by the American recruit-

ing officer, JLieut. Sinclair ) Lord TownAieud comes on'

fliure» fees his men parading the ftreots of Norfolk, with the

American flag: makes ap(4icatic» to the authority there,

through the BritiHi Conful, fur the delivery of them, without
eflfei^. Oi • of the men would willingly have returned witb
^m, had he not been prevented by the unfortunate man, who
•n Monday lad fuiFered for his crime. He futally appHes to

.Ucuteoant Sinclair, and ofiers, if permitted to ro iitto the

rendezvous, to point out the men, but obtains no iatisfadtioO)

•nd receives the evaiivc, prevaricating aikfwer, that he knew
of no men who bad entixred, of the naoaes his JLordfhip men^
tioned.

The Americtn floop of ,war, Wafp, which failed the be-

ginning of June, with the Prefident's objections to the pead*

jng Treaty, as an additional proof of friendly intention, car-

fled with her three Diitifh dclerters.

A number of men defcrted from the refpedtive (hips named
in the Admiral's Order, and in no inilaoce have they been
given up in <;onfequence of the applications made for them,

but have been encouraged {Uid harboured in tlicir defertion,

and the muft of tl\em entercdia^ihs American Naval £er-

vice. ,"
•

In fhort, the defcrtions from our Squadron in the Chefa*

peake have been regularly and fyflematically encouraged, and
in too many inftances, has infult been added to injury. And»
yet, fays Mr. Jeiferfba ** thit tmrmity yiat it/ithout^revocation,

crjujiifiable ctf«^'\^.; jfV # ei-'W .;'j*^.'*V #-**^-'?- **^ ' *•
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