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tions in reading, writing, and many of the

ufeful and ornamtntal branches of induitry

which are peculiar to the (ex..

Religion is venerated in every quarter—Its

temple-^, its humane, and benevolent inftitu-

tions—Its monuments and memorandums in

cities and countries are numerous. Hiftoric

paintings and pidures cover the walls, and
the croffes by the way conftantly lead the

mind to devout refleftions. It would be fo-

reign from the defign of this work to enter

upon a detail of the peculiarities in the opin-

ions and rites of the Catholic church, which
we call fupcilcitious. Many ingenious argu-

ments are given for their faith and mftitu-

tions. Proteftants when they ftriped the

churches of hiftoric fcripture paintings, de-

prived themfclves not only of the rich pro-

du6lions of eminent artifts, but of valuable

means for u")ftru(5l:ion.- The animated canvas^

in Catholic countries, gives us more jufc and
lively ideas of the nativity, refurreclion, and
afcenfion of our Ix)rd, than can oe aflbrdtd

by the tongue or pen of the learned, nay, than,

by the language of fcripture itfelf. That the

painter has given us the fcene in reality is not

pretended, but as exaft a reprefentation of it

as human ingenuity can devife. To this cuf-


