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A DELAY and weaknefs to which Admiral
Bymg attributed his inability to relieve Mahon :

and we may juftly complain forgiving xh^French
an opportunity to land, and to flrengthen them-
felves on the ifland of Minorca, while we had
fo ftrong a fleet in readinefs to fail, and kept
inadlive at home; except y^-u^" fhips of the line

ordered April i (t. under Admiral Holbourne to

join Sir Edward Hawke in the Bay.

In confequence of this meafure, from this

fatal hour, every packet and exprefs brought
fome advantages gained by the enemy, who had
no force to curb tht:ir operations. For, Com-
modore Edgecombe was glad to retire with fafety

to Gibraltar, and the garrifon of Fort St, Philip
did not exceed 2400 effedlive men ^ and about
100 of the train of artillery, when the fiege

* Thc^ men thrown in by Mr. Edgecombe made them
2600 eft*e6tive men in all.
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