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I firdcrt'd tlio vf.-x'N to hi' imiiifdiatily released IVoin custody, and jiersuaded
the suffi'i'iTs to tjverlouk tlie proeeediiiirs, wliidi hud evidently arisen from
ignorance of the law, and not frohi nuilieious motives on the part of tlie

magistrate.

In the month of Septeminr IH.j;4, a ea.-e was tried here hefore the Justices'
Court, wl' I attracted much attention in this ci)untr\

.

It wa., inmenced at the .luit of the hefore-mentioned Wel)ster, atrainst the
Muirs. an inikistrinu- tamily liohUni: >eve!al hundred acres of land at Soke, and
was derided in a very hast\- muniier inrainst the deti-nilants, whu were con-
demned to pay (l:uua;.!es to the amouut nf •.','_>

I.
"J dollars, hesides the costs of

suit.

The manilVst injn>tiec of thut >entiiu'e. to which I soon afterwards called the
attention of tin ('nniicil. .ui' Extract of Minutes of Council, "JOth Se])tt nd)er
IH.Vi, tran>inilte(i with my Despatch. .No. J, of the 7th .Jiiuuarv IM.'>|. deeplv
improved upon \\\\ mind the nece-.>ity of limitiiiir the jurixliction of the
Justii'cs' Court to .nutters stri<'tly within their province and legal exjierienee.

and of making a letter provision for the ailmini>tration of justice hv cstabli-hinK

a higher cotu-f. w'lere ca- . of impnrtanee miirht i)e carefully heard and investi-

gated, proper record' kept, and justice a^ much as |)o>sihle be done to all

parties.

In the meantiiiie. until that measure wa> carried into etfecr, I appointed .Mi,

Cameron to the othce of justice ol the juace. ami enjoined him to keep proper
records ol every iiipurtant ca>e, and to lie careful in oh.-erving the forms
re(piired hy law, wliiili tVom the ignor.'uice of the other magi>trates hi'l 'lee-

previously neglected in the Jnstice>' Court.

I was al<o induced to take that step hy the prooeedinus ot .Mr. Webster, v.no

encouraged by his fornu'r success, had commenced a tre>h suit, founde<l on
.som>' frivolou> pretest, against tiie unfortunate .Muir> ; ;i circumstance of which
Mr. Mnir, senior, with tears in his eye>. came to intorm me; and stranu'e a> it

nuiy appear, after tliat .'uldition to the bench. Mr. \V. Ii~ter decamped, anil ha?>

never returiu'd to tlii> colony.

The e.-talili>hment of a >uprene Coiir' was tlin> in the tir>t place >ugue>teil

b\ the inetheienc\ of the Justice-.' Court, and wa>, moreover, rendered indis-

pensable b\ the inerca.-ing wants of tlie cjlon\, and the al)^em^ of anv other

court properly possessed of jurisdiction in civil cases. There is nothimr uneon-

stitmional in tli' n.iture of the ?«upre'ne Court, nor ineousist' nt 'vith the

practice uf the Mother countrv. and of all ntlit v hritisli c^;liinies. '.'he con-

ot pliailm dr.iui I u|i h\ Mr. t inier^n. were tran.smii 1 1! institutiiiii and lorm

ni\ l>ispatcli, No. •_'. o' the T'h .lanuar\ IS.) I, for cousiilcratiun and correction
;

and i. thrrelori', cannot conceive by what process of reasoniuif the authors of

the|"tition could be led to suppose tiiat a measure r.o n^anittstly iliteiuled lur

the protection ot tbe subject, ami till' ethcit'Ut administration nt justice, c luld

be inteiiilid as an invasion of their civil rights.

I be lemjiorarv a|ipointment of Mr. I ameron to the ollice it judge oi that

court nn'.:ht be so considered, as he has no doubt his hudts like other men. but

I am coiitideiit of hi- tirnmess ;iiid inlei;rily, and fully convinctd that be will

not will'ulU coiiiuiit an act of injustice, nor tl<-cidc on a iiolu! of law which he

does !iot luiU under«t;ind ; and lu-siile-, there is no nther (li^llo-allh• |)erson in lb'

colonv -o w.U ipialihed by cxperU'llce or leg.il knowleii:ie ti' till tlu'otiice w'.i.eli.

were be -u^pended, must tor vsant of a i|Ualiti il person remain vacant.

1 be- al-ii to n nntrk. that 1 have no wish to retain Mr. Cameroi. us jndui.

and will su«pend tiu' temporary appointment n.ade to Inm sho\dd such be \our

wish; in that ca-e. however, a judiie should be si'ut out Irom Huiiland, other-

wise the clamour w dl be etpidiv Lireat aiaong the coloi\i-ts, for the want ol a

properh constituted civil court.

1 he arirunn-nt ol tiie pelitioiiers, f .unded on thi' I'aetof .Mr. ( amer.'n's iienn:

a servant of the Hudson's Hay ( 'inpanv . will applv with i ipi il force to the

otic r mairi-trates, as thev are servants of the I'uuet .Soinid i onipauy, and in a

nnn-h more ilepemlent ])osition than .^lr. (ana ron ; tiii-. i-. howtier. an

unavoidable evil, as there are ni> (pialiticd persons in the coionv tor such othee-.

•'xcept the othcern ol thos<' coni]ianies.

The menu" ad to the l»uke of .Ne.vcastlc ap))iars to be a nn re i-epetition ot

the (oniplaints set forth in the peiiliun to tin- Uucen.

M\ opinion of Mr. Cameron's chaiaeler ami capaeiiv bis been bet,)re slated.

5U- B4 I highly
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