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North-west Company; tliat Mr. Semple, throiigli a mistaken zeal

for the interests of his employers, hesitated ti< iet tiitni pass; that u

scuffle ensutd, in which the unfortunate governor and about twenty

of liis people were put to death. Mr. Semple could scarcely have

denied the right of a passage to the natives through their own territo-

ries. The account given in the Montreal Herald of the I'ilh October,

evidently from one of the few persons who survived the massacre, is

probably the true one. From this it appears, thai a regular expedi-

tion was fitted out by the North-west Company, to drive away, for

the second time, the people belongiug to the Hudson's Bay Com-
pany, w ho had re-possessed themselves of their establishment on tho

Red-river. Mr. Semple, observing their approach from the fort,

said * We must go and meet those people—let twenty men follow

me.' They had only proceeded a few hundred yards, when several

colonists came running towards them in great dismay, crying out,

* The North-westCompany—the "half breeds
!"

' Having advanced

about half a mile from Fort Douglas, a numerous body of cavalry

appeared from behind a wood, and surrounded the Governor and his

people, when one 13ouch6, a Canadian, rode up to Mr. Sempic, de-

manding their * fort.* The Governor answered, * Go to your fort.*

' You,' retorted Bouch^, ' have destroyed our fort, you damned
rascal.' ' Scoundrel,' said Semple, laying his hand upon Bouche's
bridle, ' dare you call me sor' Bouche sprang from his horse, and

a shot was immediately fired, by which Lieut. Holt fell. The next

shot wounded the Governor, who called out to his men, ' Do what
you can to take care of yourselves ;* but he was so much beloved

that they affectionately gathered round him to learn what injury he

had suffered ; when a volley of musketry was poured into the group,

which killed several and wounded the greater part of them.

' The cavalry galloped towards the survivors, who took off their hats

and called for mercy. But this address for mercy was made to the

servants of the North-west Company, and at their hands was immedi-
ately received by what must be presumed the accustomed measure of

their compassion—a speedy termination of earthly calamities. The.

knife, the axe, or the ball, in able and willing hands, soon placed in

lasting repose, those whom pain or terror had rendered clamorous. One
only was spared, through the exertions of a Canadian to whom he had
been intimately known—two others were providentially saved by esca-

ping to a canoe, and two more, by swimming, in the tumult, to th« other

side of the river.'

Thus fell Govenior Semple, a man of amiable and modest man-
ners, and of a most humane and benevolent disposition,—his pri-

vate secretary, the surgeon, two officers, and fifteen settlers. Their
bodies are stated to have been barbarously mangled to gratify the

lavage rancour of their nutrdfirers, commanded by a Mr. Cuthbert
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