
UNITED STATES AND GREAT BRITAIN.

-'s SO situatedypu say " tlio island of San Juan has been in the possession of
y to give riscjtjgi^ Subjects for many years, and it is, with the other isUmds in
Inch I have [3 Archipelago de Arro, declared to he within the jurisdiction of the
have no douony^ and under tlu' protection of British laws. 1 liave also the
'

^
J lilted Stalers of lun- Majesty's ministers to treat those islands as part of

3 British d(jniinions."
sir, the assiThe acts, l)efore referix'd to, have declared these islands to he within

e jurisdiction formerly of the Territory of Oregon, now of the Terri-
.•KAMPTOISV[.y of Washington; and the general laws of those Territories, so far

they may he applicable, have thereby been extended over them.

The ownershi]) remains now as it did at the execution of the treaty

June 11, ]HAi\, and can in nowise be att'ected by the alleged

possession of British subjects."

The contemiioraneous exposition of the ti'eaty, as evinced by the

ibates in the Tnited States Senate^, shows the Canal de Arro to be

e boundary line, as understood by the United States at that time,
roiiY,

lo/j 1-, 18oi),^^
^],(3 tloubt of the British government as to any claim beyond that

)1 your comii: plainly manifested by the note of Mr. C'ramptoii, the British min-
iition lias biter, to Mr. Ibiclianan, Secretary of State of the United States, dated
American ciinuary lo, 1818. Indeed, on Arrowsmith's map of Vancouver's
named Bariiiland and the adjacent coast, })ublished in London, April 11, 1849,
d on the isliiie boundary line is laid down as coming through the Canal de Arro.
aiu moneys The ma]) is com}>iled from the surveys of A^mcouver, Kellet, Simp-
juited Statestn, and others, and W(Mild seem to establish that even as late as some
:nowleilging :iree years subse(|uent to the treaty the great English navigators
lent, he refuf^ad hydrogra})lii!rs, as well as the American government, considered
ed a number le Canal de Arro, as in the terms of the treaty, the channel which
? restitution ijparates the continent i'rom Vancouver's Island.
'e.

'

I shall taice the earliest opportunity to send a copy of your commu-
lormation saication and of this lejily to the Secretary of State of the United
t Mr. Bariu}states, and in the meantime I have to re('ii)rocate most earnestly your

ope that nothing may occur to inteifere with the harmony and goojl

on to the saii3eling which should cliaracterize the relations of neighboring States.

.\s' })roccediii:

manner bv tl ISAAC L ST^:VE^'S,

su[)ervisu)n

md in the en

•escribed law
I" disehai'ire

I have, i^'C.

(rovernor irashington Territory.

His Excellency J. Douglas, Es(j[., (h\

ny of Orego:

i of Washiiii I^'oi^''' Victoria, September '28, 1855.

ts was held i Sik : 1 have the honor of enclosing, herewith, a statement of the
file legislativ esses incurred by the Hudson's Bay Company, in consequence of the
the county violent and unlawful intrusion of Sheriif Barnes_, with the armed
the l)ounds ii)08Be of Whatcom county, and the forcible seizure and carrying away
N acts under from the island of San Juan of certain valuable stock sheep, in pay-
!h an attempment of taxes levied on behalf and in the name of the United States
im to the i'lijf America.

That unwarrantable act was committed on the 30th day of March

I


