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Nuc. propospj in favour of the occupants of luiid between the Columbia and the forty-ninth jiarulK'] woukl he

asse'iLcd to. 1 may repeal my convittioii, founded u])ou all the diseussituis in which I iiave been

engaged here, that in niakiiig ])artition of tlie Oregon Territory, the pTotceti(ui of those interests which

have "rown uj) during the joint occu]iation is reganled ns an iiulispensable obliiration on the score of

honi>ur, and aa impossible to bo negh'clcd. I am quite sure that it was at one time in eonlem]ilation to

insist upon the iree navigation of the Colundiia liiver for liritish sulijeuls und liritish coniiuerce

generally, and tliat it has bfon idtimatcly conrmed to tlio Hudson's IJay ("onipaiiy, after great resistauce,

and, iu the end, most reUutantly. I'n'iug so conlincd, liowevtr, it woidtl be only reasonable to lindt flic

enjoyment of the right to a period beyond which the company might have no great object to use tiie

river for the piu'jioscs of their trade. Hut the interests of the I'.rili.sh subjects who have settled upon,

and are ()<'cu]\ving lands ncu'th of the forty-ninth, are considered as iiermanent, and entitled, wlieii

passing under a new jtnisdiction, to have their ])ossession secured. This, at least, is the view taken dl

the subject by this Oovernmeut, and not at all likely, in my npininn. to be changed.

" I may add, t<io, that ] have not the least reasnii in supjinse it wnuld be jiossilile to dbtaiu the

extension of the 49th parallel to the sea, so as to give tiio southern capo of Vancouver's Island to the

Tnited States.

" It may not be amiss, before leaving this subject, to call your"attention to the position of the present

Ministry. The success of their nic'asures resi]eetiug the ]iropo.'-ed commercial relaxatidus is (j\iite

certain; ami the Corn Hill, having now linally )>as.sed the House of (dnnuons, may be exjiccted, at no

remote day, to pa.ss the Lords by a mnj(uity no less deci.sive. From that time, however, the tie which

has hitherto kept the Whig ]iarty in sujiport of Sir liobertreel will be dissolved ; and the deteniiinatiori

of the rrotectionisl party, who supjiose themselves to have been betray.!, to drive him from ollice,

has lost none of its vigour or ])ower. Indeed, it is confidently reported, in quarters entitled to great

respect, that they havu even offered to the leader of the Whig ]iarty to select his own tim(v "'.id ihat,

when he is ready, they will be no less prepared to force Ministers to resign.

" I have reason to know that, at ])resent, > nisters themselves believe a cliange to be inevitable, and

arc considering only the mode and the time in which it will be umsl likely to hajijien. It will not he

long, after the success of the measures for the re]ieal of the Corn Laws, before o]ipiirtunities enough

for the accomplislnuent of the object will occur. Tiio Factory l?ill, regulating the hours of' labour,

will afford <me, and most probably that on which tlui cliam;e will take place. AVith a knowledge that

the change, sooni'r or later, must be unavoidalile. and that the ofl'er has been made to ihi! probalile head

of a new Ministry to select his own time, may it not lie experted that, instead of waiting rpiietly to

allow the Whig leader to .'elect the time of cnming in, the present i'reniier will rather select his own

time and mode of going out, and, with his usual sagacity, .so regulate his retirement as to leave as few

• .„stacles as possililc to his restoration to jjower i In thai case it is not very ludikely he would prefer

going ciut upon the Factory liill. bef'nre taking ground u)ion more inijiortanl measures ; and, if so, it

will not surjaise me to witness the coming in of a new Ministry by the end of June, or earlier. With

a knowledge of the projiosition now to be maile, 1 am not jirepared to say that one more objectionable

might have lieen ajiprehendud f'rnni a Whig Ministry; unless, indeed, the present tiovernment may be

supposed to bo ]iieiiared to accept ipialilications, when jiroposed by the President, which it wa.s unwill-

ing at first to oft'er. rpon that supposition, it might Im desirable that the nujdiiications should be

offered before the coming iu of a new Minister, who, finding only the acts of his predecessor, withrait

a knowleilge of his intentions, migiit not be so ready to lake the responsibility of ii«scnting to a chaUj-'e.

+ »•*»
" I have, &G.

(.Signed) " Louts JLvcLank."

The following Wiis Mr. Pakenham'.s report after receiving Lord Aberdeen's despatches

of 18th May :—

(No. 68.)

" My Lord, " IVadiiii/Zoii, June 7, 1 84G.

" Her Alajesfy's Oovernmcnt will nci'essarily be anxious to hear as soon as )iossible the result of

my first connnunications with the I'nited Stales' (iovernmeut, in pursuance with your Lordship'?

instructions of the 18th of May, on the subject of Oregon.

f Tiii' Ui>t three ii,nni;;r,ii)lis of this luttcr are oniittecf liorc. They linve no rchition to tlu' qiiuslinn liei'orc

the Arbitrator, loi.l they havu not (as fur as Her Miijcity i Uovernaient iiiiow) been ijubhshed by the UiiiteJ

States' Goverument.


