
The Struggle for the Land

of land from Polish owners for the purposes of sub-

sequent colonisation by Germans. But just at that

time Count Caprivi thought it necessary, for par-

liamentary reasons, to propitiate the Poles. Conces-

sions on the questions of schools and church were

followed by assistance for the Polish Land Bank;

that was equivalent to the rescue of the Polish land-

owners from whom the Settlement Commission had

to endeavour to acquire land. The immediate and

desired parliamentary object was in so far attained,

that the Polish faction voted for the Army Bill of

1893.

But it soon became evident that the attitude of

the parliamentary faction, as is often the case, did

not correspond to the opinions of the party in the

country. On the occasion of the discussion of the

Navy Bill, the majority of the faction refused to

follow their leader, Koscielski. Herr von Kos-

lielski himself made that incautious speech at Lem-

berg in 1894, which contributed in a considerable

degree to the change in Prussian policy in the Eastern

Marches to the course laid down by Bismarck. At

that time, in September, 1894, the German Associa-

tion of the Eastern Marches was formed, after

Germans from that district had visited the old

Imperial Chancellor in Varzin and paid him

homage.

The tradiiions of Bismarck found a prudent in-

terpreter in Miquel after the retirement of Caprivi.

New funds were placed at the disposal of the Scttle-
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