
MV VI AR OF Till, (iRl Vr WAR

it cnuKl amply a lirtK' innrc th.ni a CLiitiiry a^o in the

Xapdjconic stni^^K'. In a sense, tlieii, it I^ ,i [)tusic:il

jniiasitc on the rest ot the woiKI; a parasite which,

h(iue\er. has ^i\en its intellectual enerr^y in retu!"n for

i'Hwl l(ir its lii'iK .

I lii> war iiad for its object the (leli\erv of no people*

iron) hi)iKla;j;e, except the Helj^ians after the war Ir.ul

he^un; it had no religious jnirpose such as the Ci u-

saJes: ir was nor the iipilsinu' of deniocracv like the

1- rench Re\(.)lution. I hose who charged the nKichine

guns ami the wives and inotjiers who ur^ed them on
were unconscious ut t!ie real force disLjuised bv their

jiat)-Iotic k!-\ luir. Ask a man to die for nionev and he

rchises. Ask him to d.ie in order t!i.\t he ma\ have
more butter on his bread and he refuses. This is put-

tinj^ the cause of war too bluntly. It is insulting; to

coura}.:;e and to self-sacritice, a-^sessino; them as somc-
thiii!^ set on a counter for sale. I'or nations do not
know why they ti^ht, as a rule. Processes of exolution

and chains ot e\ents arouse their patriotic ardour and
their m.'.rtial instinct till the climax comes in blows.

I he cause of the l'".uropean war is economic: and, by
the same token, l!urope kept the peace iov forty years

for economic reasons. She was b isv skimming the

ci-eam ot the resources of other countries. Hers was
the capit.ii, the skill, the energy, the morale, the cul-

ture, lor e\[iloiting the ot!: "s. All mode'-n in\etit-ion

originated with her or with the offsprinp; of her races

beyond seas. Steamers brought her raw material,

which she sent back in manufactures; the\ took forth,

in ]ilace of the buccaneers of former da\s seeking gold,

her financiers, engineers, salesjiien, ami teachers, who
returned with tribute or sent back the interest on the

capital they had applied to enterprise. She looked


