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Our kiKHvledgc coiicerniitg gastric sensitivity is derivt'd from a small

number of rcsoarcliL's, partly e.\periinent;il and partly clinical.

The experiments o;i animals have ciaisisted in applying some form

of stimulation to the stomach and then observinLt the various reactions

induced by this means. The action of local emetics (CuSO, and tartar

emetic) was studied by Openchowski', who found that the afferent

paths for exciting vomiting in this manner are contained in the vagi.

The sensory innervation of the peritoneal surfaces of tlie stomach

was studied tiy Duccesclii^ who tested the effect of electiical and

mechanical stimulation on the respirations and genei'al reactions of the

animals. His results led him to infer that, whilst sensory stimuli are

conducted from the entire <iuter surface of the stomach by both the vagi

and the splanchnics, those passing by the vagi are alone capable of

exciting vomiting.

Head' noted that the an^as of cutaneous tenderness accompanying

ga.stric disorders correspond with the distribution of the 7th, 8th and

9th dorsal neves, but the work of Ducceschi has as yet alone yiehied

experimental evidence regarding the importance of the spinal nerves in

the sensory innervation of the stomach.

Hertz, Cook, and Schlesinger*, in a lecent study in man, observed

that the lo'ver end of tlio uesophagus was considerably more sensitive

than the tnucous membrane of the stomach. In investigating tiie

sensitivity of the gastric mucosa it is, therefore, essiMitial to confine the

action of the "metic substances strictiv to this surlare. Whether or not
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