
xxxviii INTRODUCTORY MEMOIR

was Monseigneur Darboy, Archbishop of Paris, whose

tragic death at the hands of the Commune encircled his

name with the halo of a martyr and a saint. " The Arch-

bishop of Paris," w:ote Acton, "had taken no hostile step

in reference to the Council, but he was feared the most of

all the men expected at Rome. The Poi»e had refused

to make him a Cardinal, and had written to him a letter

of reproof, such as has seldom been received by a bishop.

It was felt that he was hostile, not episodically to a single

measure, but to the peculiar spirit of this pontificate. He
had none of the conventional prejudices and assumed

antipathy which are congenial to the hierarchical mind.

He was without pathos or affectation, and he had good

sense, a perfect temper, and an intolerable wit." By the

end of December 1 869 Darboy had exacted a promise that

the dogma of Infallibility would not be proclaimed by

acclamation, so as to take the majority by surprise. Acton

wrote frequent reports of the Council and its proceedings,

chiefly to Mr. Gladstone and Professor Dollinger, some of

which were afterwards collected and published as the

"Letters of Quirinus" in the Allgemeine Zeitung. He

considered that the cause of the minority was lost

when, on the 24th of April 1870, the Council adopted

the Supplement to the First Decree. This was to the

effect that the judgments of the Holy See must be

observed, even when they proscribe opinions not actually

heretical. Acton's comment upon this vote of the

episcopal majority docs not lack incisiveness. "They

might," he wrote, " conceivably contrive to bind and limit

dogmatic infallibility with conditions so stringent as to

evade many of the objections taken from the examples of

history ; but in requiring submission to Papal decrees on

matters not articles of faith, they were approving that of

which they knew the character; they were confirming,

without let or question, a power they saw in daily

exercise ;
they were investing with new authority the

existing bulls, and giving unqualified sanction to the

inquisitor and the index, to the murder of heretics and the

deposing of kings. They approved what they were called


