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THOVAS SEXTON, M2,

One of the Most interesting Fig-
ures Among Irish Leaders.

A BRILLIANT ORATOR, BUT %0-
CIALLY A RECLUSE,

During the tremendous siruggle of
the civil warin the United States, the
hosts of the ultra-war and negrophile
g‘lrty were led by a gentleman called

had Stephens. Whenever the cry
of oonciliation raised its voioe ; when-
ever natural humanity, starting back
in horror from the terrible bloodshed,
demanded peace ; whenover any ques-
tion aroee as to whether the negro
should be placed in abeolute predom-
inanoe over the whites of the South—
the voice of Thad rose loud and rau-
cous, and by its very vehemenoe and
strength imposed its own irrecon-
cilability upon weaker natures, says
the London \Weekly Sun. And | re.
member, when all the world had
become familiar with the despotic
omnipotence of this strange, wonder-
ful, terrible man, reading oneday that
he lived in a foew bare rooms, and had
nu companion but a single ocolored
servant.

Two natures more dissimilar than
that of Mr. Sexton and the old aboli-
tionist leader could not well be imag-
ined. The breadth, the frigidity, and
aleo the Irish geniality of Mr. Sexton’s
judgment would probably have ranged
him in the civil war of America on
tho side of peace, toleration and gen-
tle treatment ; but the reason an ar
ticle on him suggests to me this early
recollection is that m the abeolute
absorption in a great struggle, in the
lonelinees and isolation of their per-
sonal lives, there is something very
like in the careers of the two men.
For Mr. Sexton has no life ouleide the
life of the House of Commons. In
the ridiculous and idiotic mud-slinging
which opened the great Parnell split,
an inspired assailant of Mr, Sexton
sacribed his hostility to Parnell to his
love of the swoetbreads whioch are, as
everybody knows, a standing dish in
the houses of the great. Asa matier
of fact Mr, Sexton has

NEVER JREN SKEN AT A SOCIAL. FUNCTION

in London in the whole eourse of his
life. In all the fifteen years he has
lived in this city, the man is yet $0 be
produced who can say that he had
seen Mr. Sexton at his own or at any
other dining table. About three or
four times he has besn persuaded into
attending semi-official dinners given
by his own party. In the old days of
Pamell's unbroken leadership there
used {0 be nearly always a dinner to
the chief on his birthday, and these
diuners Mr. Sexton %0 atiend.
But with these exceptions Mr. Sexton
bas remained as much aloof from the
oonvivial companionship of his fellow-
men a8 if he were one of the early
asoetios, who sought their salvation in
the loaely desert, and not one of the
most prominent figures in & great im.
perial Legislatare. .
is a on in parliamen

life Las not made Mr. Sean.hs:g
man ; indeed, the more [ have seen of
the prominent mea of political struggle
the more am I driven {o the conviction

v:\nﬂd“

that happiness and political eminenno
are rarely united. But it is this ab-
sorption which has made Mr. Sexton
the mighty parlismentarian lo is.
When Mr, Sexton comes down to the
House of Commons he has ulready
spent s morning in parlinmentary
work. As he mips the cup of tea
which is his only sustenance till din-
ner time, he goea carofully over the
newaspapers of the day; reads all
questions and the orders, glances over
any blue book which may bear upon
the questions in which he is intercsted
and takes laborious, carcfully-arranged
and tabulated notes. Whenever he
rises to make a speech, vven if it bo a
brief one, he has in hia hands a eouple
of sheets of note paper, on which you
seo written, in a hand as small and
almost

AS HEAUTIFUL AS THAT OF THACKERAY,

all the facts, arguments and sequence
of the question. Ifthere be quotations
to be made, they have been cut out
from the newspaper or the blue book,
and are pasted in as carefully as
thoug the great Parliamentarian were
ascissors-and-paste sub-editor. There
is no sloppiness about any work that
Mr. Sexton does. He is not a hut-or-
miss kind of combatant. I do not
suppose he has ever rigen in the House
of Commons in all the years he has
been there, and, in spite of all the
speeches he has made, without baving
mastered all the facts of the subject on
which he spoke.

And this thoroughness he carcies
out in everything he does. Sometimes
it is bard to understand how the small,
delicate, almost fragile frame is able
to pasa through the gigantic demands
which are made upon its energies.
Aud often as the name of Mr. Sexton
appears in the public press, this gives
but a faint idea of the amount of labor
and devotion he gives to the work. At
this moment he is the chief advocate
of the Irish claim at the commission
which is inquiring into the financial
relations of Great Britain and Ireland.
And just think what labor there is in
working up every single serious item
of expenditure in the budgets thst
have regulated the relations of Eng-
land and lreland during the ninety-
five years which have elapsed since
the aot of uniou! It is a peculisrity
-—it is 10 & oertain extent even a weak-
ness—of the mind of Mr. Sexton to let
00 detail escape him. The smallest,
tiniest cranny or nook of subject he
explores with the same relentless, tire.
less and serutinizing investigation as
the and most palpable; and
now and then perhaps, ag a result, he
l&:u something of the sense of propor-

n.

BUT WHAT A MERAVENLY GIFT

it is to & nation like Ireland. There,
alas ! all the training of the expert aud
the officialability, with rare exoceptions,
is on the side of the government. For
onoe all this trained ability has met its
match ; and Irish claims are doggedly
andefficiently and stubbornly advocated
by a man like slr. Sexton, who brings
to thees discussions about figures a
talent and a mieinory for statistics that
would do credit to one who had spent
bislifeat a clerk’sdesk’s in the tressury.
Talent of such a kindiu a ocountry
where no Nationalist iins any chanoe
of public appointment and official
training is as rave as it is precious ; and
1 sometimes think, with all the splendid
honor and ihe universal homage paid

slamett

to Mr. Sexton's genius and services,
that his own countrymen do not do
full justice to this side of his work.
While Mr. Sexton spends hours once
or twice a week in the commission of
wquiry, hie is a8 constant as ever in his
attondance in tho House of Commons.
There is something very native and
most chiildlike in the way Le sticks to
the House of C'ommons. ‘To most old
parliamentarians tho place becomes in.
sufforably tiresome ; 113 charm is still
as fresh with Mr. Sexton as when he
entered the place almost a youth. He
18 always present throughout question
time ; he rarely passesa day without
having some tuestion 1w the paper
himself, and he 18 always thore, watch-
ful, attentive, slecpless, to intervene
with 4 supplemental juestion when-
evor there is an opportunsty of striking
an enemy or helping & friend of Ire.
land  Ile never leaves the building,
and though he may dally for an hour
or 8o over a cigar—the one luxury that
breaks the asceticism of hig life after
dinner—he 1s usually to be found n
the House cven during the dreary
dinner hour: and 1if he be not there
he is to be found in the library
Iaboriously gotting through the piles
of correspondence with which all busy
men are assailed. \When midnight 1s
passed, and cvery human being ig
yawning and restless to get off, Mr.
Sexton may still be seen in his place
—-the order paper before him, those
WONDROU'S KEEN AND PIACTICAL EVES
of his gazing at everybody who is
making any movement, and those
sharp ears of lus open. Friends whose
companionship he loves may tempt
Inm with a walk or a drive home to-
getber ; but Mr. Sexton i3 not to be
moved. Not until the motion for ad-
Journment is put, and already tke
ghastliness and spectral emptinese of
night has cast its anticipatory shadow
over the House of Commons. ean Mr
Sexton be got to rise frow. nis seat.
Aud what are the qualides in au-
dition to those I named woich make
Mr Sexton the great parliamentarian
he is? 1 should put in the forefront
the perfectly extrao.dinary readiness
with which the word answers with Lhim
to the thought. Not even in the case
of Mr. Gladstone was that readiness so
complete and so extraordinary. His
mind seems to be one of those alert
and positive ones which at once see
clearly, and the word rushes to the
tongue as clearly as the vision to the
mind. I have rarely heard him hesi
tate for a moment to find words to ex-
press his ideas—evon when the ideas
were of a complex order and required
subtlety and delicate shadings of ex
preasion. It is also one of the results
of this extraordinary alertness and
lightning like rapidity of expression
that Mr. Sexton should—again Mr.
Gladstone is the only one who can
be likened to him—be never fogged or
bewildered in the labyrinths of the
longest semtence. There are fow
speakers I know—eaven among those
who can be classed as orators—who
do not now and then find 1t diflicult to
goet out of the thicket of speech into
which they are occasionally betrayed
in the course of speaking, and who do
not leave a ragged, an unfinishied or a
confused sentence. This hLas never
happoned to Mr. Sexton, in my expe.
rience, in the whole course of s
political life. His oratory would prob.
ably strike the stranger with some sur-
prise who Leard him for the first tinse.

The tradition still lingers that Irigh.
men are extremely florid or extremely
vohement orators. Listen ty Mr.,
Sexton--mark the deliberate, slow —
almost too slow — articulation, that
deadly calm, scarcely ever broken ex-
cept when an argument has to be
prossed howe by a certain elevation of
voice and cmphasis of manner—and
you will be inclined to the conclusion
that the

FRIGID, LOGICAL, BUSINESS LIKE ORATORY

of the House of Comwmons is to be
found in its perfection sn the Irish
rather than on the English benches.
[ have seen Mr. Sexton lift the House
of Commons to the empyrean—imypreas
both sides of 1t so profoundly that
there came that deadly silence which
only the very perfection of oratory can
vrocure ;. and yet it is curious that
tlus orator is at the same time one of
tho greatest business men in the House
of Comuions. His mastery of figures
18 ag instinctive and as immediate as
his readiness of expression. 1 have
been told that when he was a school-
boy bis powers in rapid calculations
of mental anthmetic were already 80
well known that his school fellows
used to give puzzling questions to him
for their amusement. I remember
onenight Sir George T'revelyan brought
in a complicated bill, I think it was
when lie was chief secretary. Stand-
ing up immediately after, Mr. Sexton
bad already done a complicaved sum
in his mind, and was also able to tell
to a penny the result of these elaborate
calcnlations. The chief secretary at
once declared that Mr. Sexton's fig-
ures were exactly and emphatically
right.

\WWhat 1 want to impress upon the
reader above all things is
THE ESSENTIALLY PRACTICAL CHARACTER
of Mr. Sexton’s genius. He speaks
when need be; but he does not love
speaking. What he loves above all
things is to get the work in which he
believes done ; and there are few tasks
he hias ever taken up in which he does
not suceeed.

And what gratification does Mr.
Sexton get from all these services to
Ireland —tireless, persistent, inealcaul-
able? Like most of his colleagues,
he hLas to pass through a period of
misunderstanding — gsometimer  of
downrigit and brutal calumny—dur-
ing the saddened years which have
followed the golden era when all Irish-
men were united: and his nature—
thoughtful, gentle, philesophic rather
than combative and pushing—has felt
the blows, and will ever bear the
3cars. But he was too manly and too
tenacious a nature to be driven from
his work by public misunderstanding.
Sad, lonely, highminded, busy in the
public cause through every second of
every day, he iz one of the most interest-
ingiloqe oé the purest, one (:; the most
pathetic res in even the tragic
picture gtlﬁaury of Ireland's leadewt?gl
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