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THOIIAS SEXTON, M.P.
One of thé. Mut lntar.sLlng Fig-

uueAnong lrish LeMerm.

A BIILLIA!IT OIIATOIL, BUT se.
CIALLY A REtLUSIt,

i)uriug the tromoudous struggle cf
Lb. civil war in Lh. Unitedi StaLag, Lh.Lest o e b.ultra.wan sud negrophile
psrty vere lad b>' a gentleman calleti
Thed Stephens. Wlîenever Lb.eor'of conciliation raiso tis voie; vhen.
ever natureil iumnsnity, s"atig back
ln horror (rom Lb. terrible blood8bii.
tiemandeti peace; vienever sny ques-
ion arcse as te uhether Lb. nogro

shoulti b. placed ini abointe redtns
inasuce aven Ltae wbites cf the Luth-
Lb. voiceocf Thati rose toad anti rau.
cous, andi by its ver>' vebemence anti
streagtb impoied ta io wn irrecon-
ciiability upon weaker natures, as
Lh, London Weekly Sun. Andi 1 re.
meniben, vien aIl the wvend li
become familiar witb Lb.etiespotie
omnipotence of this strange, wouder-
fui, terrible mian, toading one day thst
le lived in a few haroe mi, anti ha
nu companion but a einemi oeo
servant.

Two natures more disoimiuiar than
that of lir. Sexten andthLb olti aboli.
Lloist leader coulti net weflha imag.
ineti. Tii. breatt, the frigidit>', anti
aise the Irish genialit> cf lMr. Sexton's
judMgnt voulti probabl>' Lave rangeti
huil inithecivil van of America on
Lb. aide cf pesce, toteration anti gen.
Lie treatunent; but the resson an sr
ido on Lins suggesta to me tbf. early

recollection is that in the abeolute
absorption lu a grest struggle, in Lb.
louelinees andti solation of their pet-
senai liv. ,tiiere is sonetbing ver>'
tike in thie careers cf ithe tva mon
For Mrt. Sexton bas ne life oulsée the
lite cf the leuse of Cossmons. Ins
the ridicaleus anti idiotie mud.ellnging
,which openedthe i.great Parnell aplit,
an inspired asailant of Mt. sexton
saribeti bis boatilit>' 10 Parnell te bis
love of the sweotbreadu vhieb an, as
everybody> knows, a standing tuis lin
Lb. bouse« of Lb. grest. As A malter
cf (sot lit. Sexton bau
NKVxt a ii sxzx AA« .lrocAi. PCTIo1

in Londoin luhei viileocourse.cf lis
ief. In &Il tLb. fiftae e yau sabu a

lived in Lis city',the man i yet obe
preduceti Who can @y tisalb.obW
Smi Mr. Sexton atbisacwn craste>'
otb isrdning table. About Lree or
four ium e haLasbee pusatistinto
attening seni-efficW ian trse given
by i n uParty. In Lb. aid daya cf
Parnel's unbroe.n leadiershaip t1uer.
ase t Lebe narty always adiîn.r to
the Claie on bis birtiia , aMd the
duuners lMr. Sexten u=etoi attend.
But with thes exceptia.. Mr. Sexten
bam remainetias much aloai rm Lhe
Conîvivial ouepaniensbp of hie (.11ev.
mms as if lhe wovers ofectis e ely
ascetics, 'Whosougt tls.ansolutio in
thée loney dert, aMtiVnos01eeof th.
MasL peominent figuru le a puet im.

ftia 1' a=tien leplismetsy
11h bau lotmatie Mr. seixtSa sbamp

a; ieti.s. themm 1 bave.sem of
Lb. Paemin.atnsmm of politisali $biais
thée mm ae sldriven to tLb. canvita

tht happineos andi political eiainellri
are rarcly uniteti. But iL fi Lis ab-
sorption wlîich bua madie Mr. Sexton
tbe niiglîty parliamontarian lie is.
Mohn bMr. Bexton cornes down te the

Iliuse of Conimons hllasu aiready
spenL a morning in parliamnîtary
work. As lie ips the cup of tes
wbioh ln bis only sustenanco tili din-
ner ime, lbe goos carofully oecr te
newapap.rs ef the aay ; rends al
questions and the. orders, glatices over
sny blue book whieli may bear upon
Lb. questions in whicbh is interested
mnd takes laborious, carefuilly-arratagcd
andi tabulateti notes. Whienever lie
rimes to maire a speech, teven if iL bo a
brief one, holis in ia s anda a couple
of shoota of note paper. on whicli you
meo written, ini a hanti as swasll andi
aimait
AS iiICAUTiVU. AS TifAT OF THMA KEILAY,

&Hl the facto, argumientesud acquence
of the. question. If there be queotatiens
te b. imade, they bave beeti cuL eut
from I.lie newspaper or the blue book.
andi ame pateil ina. carefully au
Choug th. great Parliamentarian were
a scissrs.andpsate sub.edator. There
le no aloppire about any work that
lt. Sexton does.Ilie is neta bit-or.
misa kind of ceinbatant. 1 do neot
suppose lie ba. ever risen in tbe floue
of Commons in &il the years lie lias
been there, andinl spite of ail the
speeches lie bua madie, wiLlaout bavaaag
mustered the I facto of the iubject on
wliich he spoke.

Anti tbf. tloroughneaa lie carties
out in everything bc do".. Sometinies
it is bard to undorstand bow be amali,
delicate, almost fragile (rame le able
te pan Lrough Lb. gigantia demande
which are madie upon iLs energies.
Anti often a. the name of 1fr. SexLon
appears in the public presa, thf. gives
but a faf ut ideà cf tbe amouint of labor
anti dovotion he gives te Lb. werk. At
this moment blite L.chef ativocate
of the Irish claun aL the commission
wlîich :i q uinig into the. financial
relations of Great Britain anti Irelanti.
Anti juat tbink wliat Jabot there in in
working up every single mrious item
of expenditure in the. budgets thet
have regulated the relations cf Eng.
lmatand I reiand turing th. ninety-
Ive lemrswbich have elapeeti ince
the sot of uniot! IL lsa apecuiiarity
--iL in te a ortuin extent even a weak-
uea-of th.emd cf Mr. Sexton to Jet
ne de"ailsacpe hm. Thé.smallest,
tiniest crmuny or ncok of ubject ho
explores with tihe sane releuLlees, tire.
Issu anti sarutnizing investigationi as
the largeat andi Mâet palpable; andi
nov sud then pethaps, as a resuit, hoe
less aomehing of Lb. nse of propor-
tion.

OUT WUAT A NUVKNLY t;r
iL in te a nation like Irelanti. There,
Muas1 ailthe training of the expert andi
Lb. omfoialbut , i*tb rare exceptions,
int e o "L.md ethéb.governmnt. For
mm 911 is ii.traand ability bu met iLs

matchw; ansuIid d. mare doggedly
An fld5cd5ntI78fld aubbordy advcatf
by a man like dr. Sexton. Who brings
to tises. isousion. &bout fig"esa
talent andi a niefàoq for statitis tliat
veultido oredat go cne Who Ladl spent
bislifeat&oW.k'md.sk's intisetreury.
Talent of snoba kin in a acountry
where no Nationaliat bas any chance
of publie appointumust aMdioffitiai
SL-ainlngi aTasàa.iins ; and
150.tims "aik,,illarlthe splendid
homorandi "b.uiwl hoanag psti

te Mr. Soxtous .qgeniuesud services,
tiaat his owîî cotintr3inion do neot do
full justice te Lis Pido of lis work.

Wlaile M r. Sextoin spends hours; once
or twice a wLIGk in theî comminssion of
îniquîry, lie 5iLs senshtnt a% over in is i
atteiîdaice in the Iliuse of Coannois.
Thecre is soinethaîîg very îaatîvo and
most clîildlike iu the lvay lit: sticks te
the lieuse of t euamons. To ineat aid
piirliamntariiiiitei place becomes iin.
Bufferably tireoine - iti clarni il; atil
as fresh wth M~r. Si'xtoia as wlon !lae
eaitcred the place aliiiîest a youth. lie
is always prescrit tlaroulihut iî'bstien
Lime ; bie rarely passes a day without
Iîavig sailne quiestion iniithe pisper
laîtuleit, sud liease ilways diore, watcii.
fui, attentive, sicc-piess, to intervenuo
watla a stipplemental .îueien wben.
evor tiioro ta au opporttinity af atrikiug
an eieîny or lielping a frieîîd et Ire.
land Ile nover leaves the building.
aînd thaugli lie înay daliy for au heur
or se over a cigar-tlic ona luxury tlaat
breaks the asceticismn af Ilue life atter
diniier-lie is ustiaaily te bc fouîîd an
the liause oven during the drcary
dînner heur; anai if hoe îîot tiacre
lie is to bc fotîîd nu tIhe lbrary
laboriau.aiy gûtting tlîroxîgl the piles
et correapendenco witl wiîci alal busy
maena are asaailed. Wlienin iidîiglit me
passeti. and cvery lîuîan being la
yawuiîîg andi resilîcasta get aff, '.%r.
Sexton îîîay stil l bc sen in lbis place
-the arder paper before Juain, thosc
WoltitSI k*.\ &%I' IiiACTI( %l. UyIrs

et lus gazing lta everybody wlîo la
naaking any moveineît, anati tle
sharp cars ef lis open. I'rieiids whoso
cornpaîfoîîslip lie loves niay tempt
humi with a walk or a drive home ta-
gether; but Mr. Sexteu isî net to lie
iueved. Net until tic motion for ad.
jouriainent is put, anai mready the
glia3tliness aspectral emptirlcs.aof
îigbt bas cas its alticipatery Pbadow
over Lhe lieuse af Comuxens. P"-I r
Sexton b. geLte orisc tro'. niaseat.

Ati wbat are the quîiabî"ea ini au-
dition Le those Isiamctiw-lCb niake
Mr Sexton the great parlismeutarian
lac is ? I aboulai put, ni tiieforefront
Lhe perfectty extraotdinary readines
with wliich the word answera witbhlim
te the thouglit. Net evoît in the cam
cf Mrt. Gladistone was that readinms se
complete anti soe.xtraordinary. Hie
mind seexus te lie one ef those alert
and positive ones wliich at once see
ctearly. anti the word rushes te the
tongue as ci.ariy as Lia. vision te tth.
mmnd. 1Ilhave rarely hîeard aii b esi
tuîe for a marnent te flnd words te ex-
presa bis ideas--even when the ideas
were cf a complex eider snd rc.juired
subtlety andi delicate siiadir.gs et ex
pression. It is aise oue of the resuits
ot tuis cxtraordiuary alcrtmîeas andi
lightniug like rapîdity et expression
Lliat Mrt. Sextoîtsbouid-agaiii Mr.
Gladstone la tbe only onc wbo can
b. likeneti te i-be nover foggcd or
bewiltiereti in the labyrintias et the
longeot sentenace. Thore are few
speakers I know-tven amang tbe
vue eaun ho classeti as orators-wbo
do net nov and thon finti iL difficuît te
geL eut of Lthe thieket of speech jute
wbfch tbey are cccasionaliy betrayeti
in the cou rse of peaking, amati whe do
net Jeave a ragged, an unfinisiieti or a
conusact sentence. Thîislias neyer
happenea t Mr. Sexionf in Msy expe.
ieaice. in the wviole courseoet)lis
political lite. Hi. oratory voultiprob.
abiy strike Lb. stranger vith noe asur.
prise whao heard hlm for the. firot imie.

Thao tradition still lingers that Irishi.
meni are extrenieiy lorîd or oxtreoely
volionîoîat orators. Listen t-)lir.
Sexton--mark the doliberate, slow -
almost tee slowv - articulation, Liait
deadty eam, scarcely OVir broken ex~.
ccpt Whîou an argumaent lias tL e e
prossod homo by a certafin elevatteai of
voici> and emplîist manrer-sud
yeu will bu iiiclined te the conclusion
thiat the
Fitloili,, LO.ICAI., IItU.lFS51.1)( IîATOIIY

efthwe lieuse et Cemmonsis lete ho
found in ite perfection gn the Irish
rather tlîan ou the Etiglisli bouche..
1 have seegi Mr. Sextera lift Lb. Houeo
efit ouote empyean impress
l>ethî aides oe t iLseprefeundly that
tliero came tlaat desdly si lenice wbfch
ouly thîe ver), perfection of oratory can
procure. and yct iL is curieus Lbat
tlî:a orater is at the maime ime oeeoe
tic greatest business men ini the Heue
et Coinîuuous. Ilis master-y et figures
îa as finstinctive anad as imuetiuate nas
lais readiueqss otexpression. I bave
lieai told that wlaeii lac was a school.
boy bis powers in rapid calculatiaus
of mental arîtlîmetie were already s0
well kiiown tiait bis school felowi
msed te give puzzlin, questions te blux
for tîjeir amusement. I remember
eue niglît Sir George Trevelyaîî brought
in a caîuplicated bill, [ think it vas
wlieî lie was chiet eccrctary. stanad-
ing up imcediattly atter, Nft. Sexton
bad already donc a compJîcawed Oum
in lis mind. and was sis;o ibte te tel
to a penny tie resuit of thes. elaborate
caletulsiiis. The chict sccretary at
once declared that Mrt. Scxten'm fig-
ures wcre exactly anti empliaticaily
riglit.

What 1 Wsîît te iunpres upon tiie
reader above all:huigs is
TUEt ESETEIi. OAMCAL <IIAiIACTEit
et Mr. Sextons genius. Hoe peahke
wbeun ned Ie; but be dees net love
speaking. What hoe loves above al
tlîings la to geLtihe work in wbîcb la.
believes doue; andi there are few tasks
lie bas ever tsken up in wbicb fie does
net succet.

Anti what gratification does lit.
Sexton geL (rom ail these services to
Irelandti-ireless, persisr.eut. incalcul-
able ? Lke mut t <i is colleagues.
lie basLe pass thirougb a perioti of
misunderstanding - sometime!ý et
tiownrîgbt andi brutal calumnn-tiur.
ing the satideneti years vLicia have
foilowe thLb golden era when &aIish-
men were united: &ati s nature-
thouglîtful. gentie. phiosopbiertLer
Liîan ceonbative anti pusling-lias toit
the blows, anti will ever boit the
mears. But b.ovau tee maniy andi toc
tenscious a nature to e Ldtriven (roi
hie work by public miaunderstanting.
Sati, louely, lîigbiniiided, basy lu Lhe
public cause Lrough every scnd et
every day, lie le eue oftthe imtinterest-
iîîg, one of the purest, one ofthte mst
pathetie figures in ev6n Lb. ragit
picur. gallon>' of Ireland'a leader.
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