
366 Pu!ici Lib ra ries- Collections for Local and Gencral Ilistory.

originated in prescrits--«ýnd at littie charge to the Society. And in
relation to General Science, Maps and Globes, and 3ome of the
more common and useful Philosophical Instruments, could nlot
,%vel be liF,0encecl %ith.

'l'le collection ofvorks te serve zig a, foundation for a future
Ili,;tory of the Country, corneç next under conisideration.

Mien the perfect faicility oftlite alrnost gratuitous acquisition of
such documents as will immediately be enumerated, their impor-
tance andi cssenti.il indispensahility ta an ohjcct so fraulght wvith
consequence to every inhabitant af the cuuntrv, Is considercd ; i
%votil( appear an omission of' the strangest kind, not to make
a point of procur, ng and preserving themi.

These then -ire the LAWs andi the JOURNALS 0O7 THE Lr.GISLA%-
'rIuRES Of this and the other North Amerîcan provinces.-Thiese,
there is nlot thc, slighitest douht miglit be had for the cxperwe of
carriage .4nd binding, on the trouble beiig oi~ f iiiaking the
propei requisite application to the different clerks of the respec-
tive Legîslaîures. The iitility of having aszembled tagether in a
Public Intttitution, the various laws of these Provinces, it does not
reqthire-ai single wvord to i4wwt.

AUi the Nevspa.pers published ir. the towvn and province shoul
be obtainied ivitli this view, preserved and bound ; and net at ait
ivith the purpose of a political Reading Room.

T[he general, collection, deposit, and1 preservabion of w!îotevcr
issues froni the Press of the Towvn, %vherein such an Institution
is founded, ippears to be proper for this l>urpose. No malter
%vhat bte productions may ho, Calendar, Pamphlet, Sermon, &c.
&c. &c. they would eachi add a mite to the illus5tration at some fu-
ture period, of the sbate of society in this ; and tbis should be an
object, not te bc dismiý;secl w~itl the chur!i,;ls saw, that ' we iv'ere
doing ranch for posteriîy ; but should like to sec them do some-
bhing for us-.'

As subsidiary to. -and bighly pramotive of this abject, the collec-
tion oftan illustrative cabinet of the Natural flistorv aI the coun-
try, including of course a Ilortus Siccus, ivould be particnlarly de-
sirahle. Copies a!so of MSS. and of scarce printed Tracts en
fubjects of local history. should aiso nlot he overlookied. And %vith
the same vieiv it would ho proper to pay somne attention ta the
collecting of Nlaps and Surveys of the Country, Plans, and
Drawings of remarkable natural and artificial objects.

A p ursuit ivhich at home has gained a wvorthy pre-emi.
nencp, and in which En,,lidimen could not wivel fait of doing se,
for ils oh ject i,; purely Engli,ýh, ai il is neither more non lezs than
the history' of their own firesides and altars, wvhich shoiild l)C
dear te every ont-, and if te every one, still more so be Britons,
who cnJoy the blessings of heaven more Ireely than any other
nation, is Topography. General hisiory is almost run down,-
so their attention is turned te Ibis, and in this truly national pur-
suit. as has just now been said, tbey are highly distinguished.


