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T may reasonably b.
doubted whether any
otiier European capital
could boast of a Society
more brilliant than that
which flourisiied in Bd-

iniiurgh during the ciosing yoars of
the. eighteenth centuiry and the. open-
ing once of the nineteenth.

A surprisingly large niumber of
men uiistinguished in almoet every
phase of activity of the. human intel-
leet were contemporaries in the capi-
tal of Sectland from 1780 to 1820.

W. may conveniently speak of "the
turu of the. century> as indicating
thoso lait years of the. aid and the
first of the. new. Not only was Sir
Walter Scott at the zenith of hie as-
tonishing produetiveness,. but Jeffrey
wm foumnding The AEdinbuErgh Re-
tiew, Joseph Blackc, the. diseoverer
of carbonie acid gas and latent heat,
vas lectuning on Ciiemistry at the,
University, James Hutton wase n-
larging the concepts of geologista by
his speculations on the igneous rocks,
the, secondb Moure was wniting wiiat
was te beceme ciassie ln Anatomy,
Sir John Leslie vas performing hie.
.rpoerimoflts on «the artificial produc-
tion e! cold whieii brougiit hlm Buro-
pean lame, Dugald Stewart lu moral
philosophy vas not only informing
but delightlng immense classes, Rae-
burn vas covering his canvasos with

Carlyle, Sydney Smith, were ail etill
in Edinburgh, and '¶ab"-the im-
mortal-, Miss Ferrier and Lady
Naîrne were ail of the groap. There
was brilliauce wiiichever way one
turned, brilliance lu Belles Lettres, in
Poetry, lu Oratory Forensic and Èe-,
clesiastical lu Piiysicad Science, lu.
Medicine and lu Medical Jurispru-
dence.

Wiien we turm to the. ecientifte sec-
tion o! Edinburgi's brilliant society
we enceunter names which are
amongst the. foremost lu the. history of
British discoverice lu natural know-
ledge.

W. shaIl first notice possibly the
most diatinguishe4, namely Professor
Joseph Black, M.D., the. discovorer of
carbonie acid gis. The .ighteenth
century vas itself just drawing to a
close viion Dr. :Black closod his eyes
on all earthly things, for he died on
November 26tii, 1799. Black was
hemn of Scottish parents lu Bordeaux,
but he studied ln the. Unlversities of
Glasgow and Edinburgh, and~ vas fln-,
ally Professor of Chemistry first at
the one and thon at the other. AI-
tiiougii it is true that Van Helmont
cf Louvain had referred to what vas
really carbon dioxide as "'gas sylves-
tre", the, very word "gai" having beeu
invented by him, and that the. Rever-
end~ Stopiien Hales had known that
certain alkaline salte contained thbs
substance, yet Black vas =nquestion-
ably the. fist porion te investigate


