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shores of the lakes Erie and Ontario. Ours is the duty 
of telling the story of this gathering of the races from 
the several sources named, and of the consolidation of 
them and their descendants into one people bearing the 
name Canadian, and who have, under the shelter of 
Britain, extended the rule of Canada to a region stretch
ing between the Atlantic, Pacific, and Arctic Oceans, 
including well-nigh half of North America.

No name could have been more appropriate than 
Canada for this vast territory, for the name 
Canada goes back to within half a century of the 
discovery of the continent by Columbus. We 
find it first used in Cartier’s account of his voyage given 
by Ramusio, 1556. It was used for a century and a 
half before we find any allusion to its meaning, and this 
no doubt accounts for the difference of opinion on the 
subject. It is in the writings of Father Hennepin in 
1698, that we are told “ that the Spaniards were the first 
who discovered Canada ; but at their first arriving, 
having found nothing considerable in it, they abandoned 
the country and called it * II Capo di Nada,’ i.e. a cape 
of nothing ; hence, by corruption, sprang the word 
Canada, which we use in all the maps.”

About half a century later, Father Charlevoix, in 1744, 
states that the Bay of Chaleur was formerly called the 
“ Bay of Spaniards,” and an ancient tradition goes that 
the Castillians had entered there before Cartier, and 
that when they there perceived no appearance of mines, 
they pronounced two words, “ Aca nada,” nothing here, 
meaning no gold or silver ; the savages afterwards re
peated these words to the French, who thus came to 
look upon Canada as the name of the country.

As regards the voyages of the Spaniards to which 
reference is made, it has been usual to identify them with 
those of Velasquez to the coast of Canada. It has now 
been found that the reputed voyages of this Spaniard 
are spurious, so that it is evident no reliance can be 
placed on this as origin of the name Canada.

Father Charlevoix states in a note that “ some derive 
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