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t We BOOD had a large astemblage of canoes alongside

our floe, and a most noisy bat merry barter instantlj

took place : all of 08 beiOg as tinxious to purchase E8ki<|

maux curiosities, as tbey were to procure iron and

European toys. In less than an hour we had thirt}|

canoes round us, and five of the women^s lai^e boats

or ^* Oomiaks :^' all exactly agreeing with the descrif

tion which Crantz gives of the boats of the Oreenlan*]

ders As we are now entering on the natural territo

ries of these people, I need not give a full description

of their vessels until a farther experience enables

to do so with confidence. An old man steered each

woman^s boat by an oar, and appeared to have a kind

of authority over the ladies. Some boys were also iol

the boats ; but no men, except the steersman. In the!

largest of the Oomiaks I counted twenty-one persoDS

It is quite out of my power to describe the shouts, yella

and laughter of the savages, or the general connisioal

which existed for two or three hours. The femaleif

were at first vjcry shy, and unwilling to come on thel

ice, but bartered every thing from their boats. Thisl

timidity, however, soon wore off, and they, in the eD(),|

became as noisy and boisterous as the men.
The cast of countenance of these Eskimaux perfect'!

]y resembles that of the Greenlanders, as far as 1 couldl

judge from Crantz. A first interview does not author!

ize my attempting to describe their features; butll

may safely say, that I could not, even in a dozen visits,!

have discovered the regular colour of their ekin ; from!

its being so covered with blood, grease, and dirt, as to!

baffle all attempts to trace its natural hue. Its artificial!

dye was of a dull copper or brown colour. Amongst!

some of the young girls we occasionally could discover!

a deep purple tinge of health on the cheeks ; and the!

skins of both sexes were very soft and greaSy to tbel

touch. The hair of the women was confined in a knot|

on the top of the head, or on the forehead in some

;

but others, like men, wore it in glorious confusion alll

over their necks and faces. Whichever way it wasl

arranged not a curl was to be seen, and the jetty black!
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