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NIAGARA FALLS, FROM THE FERR^.
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The best way to approach Niagara is to come up on the American shore,

and cross at the ferry. The descent of about two hundred feet by the staircase,

brings the traveller directly under the shoulder and edge of the American fall

—

the most imposing scene, for a single object, that he will ever have witnessed.

The long column of sparkling water seems, as he stands near it, to descend to

an immeasurable depth, and the bright sea-green curve above has the appearance

of being let into the sky. The tremendoiis power of the Fall, as well as the

height, realizes here his utmost expectations. He descends to the water's

edge, and embarks in a ferry-boat, which tosses like an egg-shell on the heaving

and convulseJ water ; and in a minute or two he finds himself in the face of

the vast line of the Falls, and sees with surprise that he has expended his fullest

admiration and astonishment upon a mere thread of Niagara—the thousandth

part of its wondrous volume and grandeur. From the point where he crosses,

to Table Rock, the line of the Falls is measurable at three quarters of a mile

;

and it is this immense extent which, more than any other feature, takes the

traveller by surprise. The tide at the Ferry sets very strongly down, and the

athletic men who are employed here, keep the boat up against it with difficulty.

Arrived near the opposite landing, however, there is a slight counter-current,

and the large rocks near the shore serve as a breakwater, behind which the boat

ruiu smoothly to her moorings,


