
3.U PREFACE,
of America. Accurate relations of tlicir firfl; voyage, in

1741, have been publilhcd by Alullcr iind Gmclin. Se-

veral foreign authors have entertained an opinion, that

the court of Ruliia lludiouily conceals the progrefs

which has been made by more recent navigators, and

fuffcrs the Public to be amufed with falfc accounts of

tiicir route. Such condudl appeared to mc unfuitable

to ihofc liberal fentimcnts, and that patronage of fciencc,

for which the prefcnt fovcreign of Ruflia is eminent

;

nor could I dilccrn any political reafon, that might

render it improper to apply for information concern-

ing the late attempts of the Ruflians to open a com-

munication between Afia and America. My inge-

nious countryman, Dr. Rogerfon, firft phyfician to

the Emprcfs, prcfented my requeft to her Imperial

Majelly, who not only difclaimed any idea of conceal-

ment, but inftantly ordered the journal of Captain.

Krenitzin, who conducSted the only voyage of difcovcry

made by public authority fmce the year 1741, to be

tranflated, and his original chart to be copied for ray

ufe. By confulting them, I have been enabled to give a

more accurate view of the progrefs and extent of the

RufTian difcovcrics, than has hitherto been communicat-

ed to the Public.
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