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VIU INTRODUCTION.
Trades, both advantageous to the Communi-
ty, he will embrace that which is moft pro-

fitable to himfelf, though it ihould happen

to be lefs gainful to the Publick, It is a Max-
im with Traders, and a juftifiable one. To get

all that can be got in a legal and honeft Way,
And if the Laws of their Country do give them
the Permiffion of carrying on any particular

gairiful Trade, it is their Buiinefs, 2is Merchants,

to engage in the Profecution of it.— As to the

great Point of National Advantage, or Difad-

vantage, this is properly the Concern of others,

who St at the Helm of Government, and con-

fequently whofe Province it is, To frame the

Laws and Regulations relating to Trade infuch

a Manner, as may caufe the Private Intereft of
the Merchant to fall in with the General Good

of his Country,

For thefe Reafons therefore the Appoint-

ment of the Board of Trade, muft cer-

tainly appear a very wife and necefary Inftitu-

tion. The Intent and Defign being, as I hum-
bly conceive, to anfwer this very End, And
the Honourable Members of it may be looked

upon in this Light, as the G u A r d i a n s of

the Publick Welfare. \n prefiding

over the General Commercial Interefts of the

Kingdom, they zretoinjpe^ the feveral Branch-

es of Traffick, that are carried on, and to give

Notice to the Legijlatiire, whether the Profit

of the Kingdom, or of the Merchant, is moft

promoted.
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