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trod on, in scrambling on deck. We took our meals on our laps, sitting

around on boxes and barrels, and made amends for the want of style or

elegance, by cordial good feeling and a practical exhibition of the best

principles of " association." There was another pleasing peculiarity in

this mode of floating. Two or more arks were frequently lashed

together, by order of their commanders, whereby our conversational circle

was increased, and it was not a rare circumstance to find both singers

and musicians, in the moving communities for " the west," so that those

who were inclined to, might literally dance as they went. This was

certainly a social mode of conquering the wilderness, and gives some

idea of the bouyancy of Amerif^an character. How different from the

sensations felt, in floating down the same stream, by the same means, in

the era of Boon,—the gloomy era of 1777, when instead of violin, or

flageolet, the crack of the Indian rifle was the only sound to be anticipated

at every new bend of the channel.

Off Wheeling the commander of our ark made fast to a larger one

from the Monongahela, which, among other acquaintances it brought,

introduced me to the late Dr. Sellman of Cincinnatti, who had been a

surgeon in Wayne's army. This opened a vista of reminiscences, .which

were wholly new to me, and served to impart hirtorical interest to the scene.

Some dozen miles below this town, we landed at the Grave Creek Flats,

for the purpose of looking at the large mound, at that place. I did not

then know that it was the largest artificial structure of this kind in the

western country. It was covered with forest trees of the native growth,

some of which were several feet in diameter, and it had indeed, essen-

tially the same look and character, which I found it to present, twenty-

five years afterwards, when I made a special visit to this remarkable

mausoleum to verify the character of some of its antiquarian contents.

On ascending the flat summit of the mound, I found a charming prospect

around. The summit was just 50 feet across. There was a cup-shaped

concavity, in its centre, exciting the idea that there had been some internal

sub-structure which had given way, and caused the earth to cave in.

This idea, after having been entertained for more than half a century,

was finally verified in 1838, when Mr, Abelard Tomlinson, a grandson

of the first proprietor, caused it to be opened. They discovered two

remarkable vauhs, built partly of stone, and partly of logs, as was judged

from the impressions in the earth. They were situated about seventeen

feet apart, one above the other. Both contained bones, the remains of

human skeletons, along with copper bracelets, plates of mica, sea shells,

heads of wrought conch, called " ivory" by the muUitude, and some other

relics, most of which were analogous to articles of the same kind occur-

ring in other ancient mounds in the west. The occasion would not indeed

have justified the high expectations which had been formed, had it not been

for the discovery, in one of the vaults, of a small flat stone of an oval fonn,


