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acrentP, fell upon the frontiers of tlie colonies. The
former, not finding thcmfclves fupported, fuddcnlv

flopped fhort ; hut the latter, for fomc time carried

dcfolation and ruin through their neighl)ourh«od»

totally deftroying the fcltlemcnts, and murdering all

thofe who came in their way. They were loon

checked, however, ..nd made to repent their folly.

They were dffeattd in every a»Stion, and purfucd by
the militia of Virginia and Carolina into their (uvri

country. T'herc the Indian towns were demclilhcd,

their corn dcltroyed, and their warriors thinned iti

fepented engagements ; until the whole nation was

nearly exterminated, and the wrctclied furvivors were

obliged to fubmit to fuch terms as the vitLlors thought

fit to prtfcribe.

Such was the (late of affairs at tlie clolV of the year

1776; from which we may fee how little was that

year aOilually effefied towards the contpieft of Ame-
rica. That the Americans thcmfclves thought fo

Indeed, we have a convincing proof, fincc, on the 4tli

of Oftober this year, even when their afiairs fecnied

In the mod defperate fituation, they entered into a

treaty of perpetual compnA and union among thcm-
fclves, and laid down an invariable fyftem of laws for

their government, In all public cafes, with refpedt ei-

ther to peace or war, and to their commerce with o-

ther ftates.

In 1777, nothing happened between Sir William
Howe and Wafliington, except fome Inconfiderable

Iklrmifhes, till the grand expedition againfl Philadel-

phia was fet on foot. This expedition fpread the

greatefl alarm throughout the continent ; and General
Wafhington ufed his utm.ofl efforts to defend that

Important place. Notwithitandlng the" fucccffes of
the Britiili army lail year, they now found it impof-
fible to attack Philadelphia by the way of the Jerfcys.

There was, therefore, a necelfity for the embarkation
of the troops, In order to their reaching the place
of their deftinatlon. When they liad reached the
Capes of Delaware, they there received fuch infor-

M m 3 mation

I'll

r

i

•i


