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of MiiiiH'sota, soutlnvard of this liup. From Canada to the Red River the route (if a
traek known only to hunters eau hesocaUed) liesthrou<ih Lake hiPluie, over sonn^ hun-
dred miles of marshes, inland Avaters, and portar/cx. From the peopled j)arts of M' -

nesotit it is jiecessilih; hy a short and easy routes over i)raines. The settlement itM

extendssome tifty miles alonjf the Red and Assinil.oine riv<'rs. The alluvial soil of then
hanks is wonderfully fertile. Ei<;hteen years of uninterrupted eroi>])in<>' have heon en-
dured Ity it in some places. Behind the river banks extend vast i)lains of «>rass. The
climate, it is true, is not attractive^; a mon; than Russian winter and a nion^ than Can-
adian suuMuer

—

eijilit months of frost and tour months of mosipiitoes. Ihit in favorable
.seasons the produce is euoruu»us. TIk^ settlers are described as reveliufi in rude abund-
ance; their only drawback the bsolute impossibility hitherto of exportin<r their over-
])lus or inii)<irtinj>' the commodities of civilized lih^ except through the distant waters of
Hudson's iSjiy. open only tw(» or three nu)nths in the year.

On this secluded island in the wihlerness dwell some twelve or fifteen thousand Brit-

ish subjects—farmers, hunters, lishernmn. They havb been very mildly governed for

sometifty yi-arspast by the Hudson's Hay Company ; they have a bishop and clergy, a re-

cor<lcr, a governor, with all appliances, found for them at very trilling exitense to them-
selves. And so long as tlie late Mr. KUice. ])opularly termed the ]?ear, lived, they had
in England a kind of ]K>pe. or head lama, whom they venerated at a distance, and who
was ever active and vigilant in jjrotecting them against the dreaded invasion of for-

eigners, British or American. For the truth is that the Hudson's Bay C(uupany pet-

tetl an<l encouraged these sim[ile folks for good reasons of its own. Its rulers were ex-
cessixily anxious to prevent interloi)ers from meddling with their fur trade to the
north, and they wei'c always ready to point to this "thriving agricultuial community"
as a pionf that they had a soul fiu' greater things than the purstiit of fur-bearing ani-

mals—that they were, in truth, enlightened jiatrous of civilization.

It might have been thought that a c(unmunity so secluded and so car<'d for would at
least beat jx^acewithin itself. ]}ut, alas for the imperfection of human nature ! nothing
eoidd l»e further from the fact. Ever since its foundation by L(ud Selkirk sixty years
ago, the settlemi'ut has been a seem' of permanent intestine division. It has two per-
suasions—Angelican and h'oiuan Catholic; twolaugnages—English and l''reneh ; with
numbers nearly c(|ual, with a consideralde dose of the savage Indian elenu'ut at the
s<'rvice of either ]iarty when re(iuired. Its foundations were laid in strife. Lonl Sel-

kirk brought there a stockot' hardy Highlanders from Sutherland, and established them
under the prote(ti<ui of the Hudson's Bay Comi)any. But the Northwest Company of
M(Uitreal strove with the fonuer lor their vast monoiioly, or a shar(^ of it. 'i'hey sur-

rounded tlie infant colony with a cordon of " half-br<'eds "—offspring of Canadians and
Indian women, popularly termed ''Acs Jioin ///•»/c's;" and ultimately actual war broke
out between them. Tile Scots were for a tinu^ outiium))ered by their wild enemies. (Gov-

ernor Seuiple. a brave and righteous man, was killed in a skirmish in IHKi. Then the
authorities on both sides got frightened, ami ])eace was made. The com|)anies coa-
lesced. And the lUtle settlenusnt, like infant Rome, was nuule to admit within one
ring fence its Komans and Sabiues— British settlers and half-breeds on the one side,

Canadian half-breeds on tlm (ither—to live together on as good teiiiis as they might.
This the citlunists accomjilished Judiciously by settling apart at the ojiposite emls of
the occupied ground. Since that time a kiml of hollow peace has ]U'evailed between
them, but not without interruptions. In lHI5()"a person styling himself (iem-ral Dick-
son, of the Indian liberating army—oiu' of those ]ir(inatnre lililmsters whom America
has so often sent forth—came i'roni Washingttni, and made an effort to seduce the ser-

vants of the c(im]iany with the pretended objeef of uniting all the Indians in one na-
tion, of which he was to be chief under the title of Montezuuui the Second." He, his

brigadier, aides-de-camp, and ollicers, ''dressed in grand uniforms," were overtaken by
Avinler, and reached K'ed K'iver in soiry ])light—jxior Montt'znuni with the loss of
his toes—where the comiiauy, fnun the very necessity of the case, were compelled to

feed ami warm their enemies until they could b<' sent home in the suunucr. About
1H47 a gentl man named Isbister, w'no had, we think, been in the service of the
com]tany, ainwd at itfectiug the liberati<m of the settlers from its !fovei'nment, anuis-

ing a cnnsideial)le spirit of ojtjjosition to it in this country, and suuiewhat dangerous
disatVecf ion—so its servants comidained—among the]ieo)de themselves. But the dan-
ger ]ias>ic(l away, anil Mtt.e more was heard of "Assiuiiiom," exce]tt its new and ambi-
tions name, until it wa^ sold, with other territories, by th»^ llndso s Bay Company
to +lie home government on behalf cd' Canada, and Canada was iina ly placed in pos-

session.

We now receive information that this transfer has been the sigiml for disiilfection and
armed revolt. The govermu' sent from Canada Mr. McDmigal, making his way to his

]iost till nun h the I'uiled States, thei'e being, in fact, no other road, has )»een stopped on
the frcmtier by arimd nun, and renniins at I'embina, in Miniu'sofa, issuing mild procla-

nnifi(Ui-< to his obstinate suhjects. But there is (um feature in the cane which, with
onr i»resent informaf i(ni, we are quite unable to exidaiu. It is this: that the malcon-
tents are represented as belonging not to the British, but to the Camulian section oi

It


