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forced to choose bomeen the- life ol the ,)ation at.cl ^.^ o,-aMiz.^<f
.shucfMMver that bcastcl that the sources of .,aH.>nal"\.^.lih
were .n its hands. The)- had to grapple with and strangle slavery
or let the nation be cleft in twain. The choice was a hard
one. bm they chose well. It involved an expenditure so
nnmense that no calculation of it can be made, but the invest-
ment uas wise. There is no nation on earth so shrewd as
re-ards all manners of investments as the American, and never
did it make an mvestment so p of^table. Literature and art,
morals and religion, .son^r. music. poetr> and eloquence, all have'
flowed from it and will continue to flow from it for generations.
These things are more precious than gold or anything that gold
can buy. They arc life. Sentiment and the almighty dollar
came into conflict, and fortunately for the American people
sentiment proved the mightier. No wonder that Abraham Lin-
coln's name has eclipsed that of George Washington. Who now
dreams of dwelling on the petty skirmishes of the Revolutionary
war r- Every Anierican citizen is now a better and richer man.
because he shares in a grander national life. He feels its'

pulsations in his own veins, and he knows that his children
and children's children will share in an inheritance beyond all
price and that can never be taken from them.

Now, what has Canada done to show that she values na-
tional existence and national honor more than anything else ?
r have already gone over the record, and it must be admitted
that more could not have been expected in the circumstances,
and that there is promise and potency in it not unworthy of the'
stock from which we nave sprung. We have no right to expect
from man or nation more than the duty of the hour, and on


