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Utica VV.18 a mud fort, during the old Frencli war. It was situated

between Main street and the bank of tlie river a little eastward of

Second street." When Fort Schuyler had accoin])lished its mis-

sion, or the war over, the authorities kept the promise made to the

allies, and with other constructions of like character, it was given

over to decay.

Following the custom of the day the Fort was named for an

officer, at this very period in the acrive service of his country,

Colonel Peter Schuyler, of New Jersey. Already had the noble

deeds of Peter Schuyler, of Albany, btcome household words; but

as the dash, bravery, heroism and i)hilanthro])y of his namesake

were daily coming more and more into view, and were command-

ing the astonishment and admiration of his countrymen, it received

his name, simply as a feeble acknowledgment of the services he

liad already rendered the government, as well as a reminder for

further faithfulness, devotion and sacrifice.

That the Fort was called for the Jersey and not for the Albanian

Schuyler, we need but recall the custom that prevailed at this day

in naming every stockade or defense for an officer then in active

service. Unhappily when its foundations were laid Peter Schuyler,

of Albany, had been in his grave twenty-five years, while his name-

sake of Xew Jersey was in command of the Jersey Blues then

garrisoning Oswego. Nor among all the officers in the army was

there one more popular, self-sacrificing, or the recipient of higher

honors. When others were timid and doubtful, he was bohl ; when
they i)arleyed and delayed, lie was nervous and anxious for action;

when the State was unable to pay its troops, he advanced moneys

for the san^fl from his private resources ; and more especially, when
the general government could not and did not ransom her soldiers

from captivity, Peter Schuyler, of New Jersey, became their

deliverer by personally purchasing their redemption, and with no

hope of retuni. Indeed his bravery, patriotism and philanthropy

endeared him to the whole country. It is likewise the testimony

and tradition of his descendants still living in New Jersey, that it

was their ancestor for whom tliis Fort was called ; and at this very

hour their choicr^t heirloom consists of the sword once worn by
their noble sire during his campaigns in our valley, when the old

block-house first came into being. While Peter Schuyler, of

Albany, had frequently given his services to his country, and
enjoyed a most enviable reputation among the Indians, he was^

however, more a man of peace; in fact, he was offered the

honor of knighthood for his civic services. Peter Schuyler, of


