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NICHOLAS FLOOD DAVIN, M.P.

Mr. McCARTEIY moved second readiiii;

of Bill (No. 10) to furth.^r amend the R«-

viaed Statutes of Canada, chapter 50, r«

upectim; the North VVosl Territories,

Mr. DAVIN moved in amendment

:

That this Hill bo not now rend the Sfcond
time, but thill it he rtssolvel. That it is ex-
Seilient that tlio IjOKij^lative Assembly of tho
orth-Wost Terrirorica t>e authorized to deal

with the subject of this Bill by Ordinance or en-
aetineiit, after the next xenoral eloctfoa for the
said Territories.

He «aid: This, Sir, is after all, a North-

West question; but 1 need hardly say that

I am quite aware that it is the privilege,

and even the duty, of every member of

his Hourte to cimcern himself with any

public (jues'ion whatsoever ; a!»d I con-

}<ratulate the NorthWest that my hon.

and learned friend (Mr. McCarthy) has

taken a tardy interest in our welfare.

I am not aware that he ever took a very

ureit interest in our welfare until very

latttly. He himself tells us that he sat in

thii House time andanain when this mea-

sure was before it, and that he actli Uly

did not know tnat tho 110th clause exist-

ed until the spring of last year. Well, in

an ordinary meniber that would be an ex-

traordinary thing, but in a distinguished

advocate it is a marvellous thing indeed.

But I think I understand why it ia that

he has taken this interest in rs in the

North- West. W-j had here a question

last year which I do not intend to go into

at present, hut which has Vteen agitated

throughout tho country in a manner that

I do not think was either edifying or

statesmanlike ; and I rather think that

my hon. and learned friotid discovered

that, on that question, he had taken an

illogical stand, that he found, after

defending hia po8iti«)n for a considerable

time, that the position was indefensible,

and in order to let himself down easy, he

took op (jueHtions that would have been

settled in the Territories without his aid

or the aid of anybody else outside <tf those

Territories. Now, this speech, to which

I had not the honour of listening

Mr. M(^CARTHY. Hear, hear.

Mr. DAVIN. I liapjtoned to be in

Hamilton at the time, uiuler more aus

picious circumstances, but i hav» read

that speech cartifully. and tlie roin^rktble

thing about it is that it i-* one of a seiiei*

illustrating the law of ev dution, because

they gi> on bit by bit, they repeat them-

selves ooiisiderably, but still at each step,

my h'>n. and learned friend shows that

the doctrine oi Darwin is applicable even

to great politicians, and he illustrates the

law of evolution. I said a moment ago

that I had not the honttur of hearing that

speech, but. Sir, I had the honour uf


