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till* oflues iiiojicr to il;iit MiuJutrv, to wit :

—

•bajdinin, anil all Uiiiigs wlmi-

Boevor I Imvo ooinmandfil you/" pli-dgiiij; to His Apostles, whom lie had

tliiis particularly cnlk-d niid conimifisioued, His spocial personal presence

and samtion, to the cud tit time, !iud that—to the exclusion oT all otlier'^,

saM' tlioKo to whom, thioujili lluir (the Apostles) delegated authority, Ih"

like powers were duly entrusted—the privileires of ihe <.'hri:stiau Priesthood

were guardeil as .«i|m. ia! and exriusivi- down t<i 'tin- dose of the Ne\\

Testament Canon.

Itiyond the Old and N'c w 'i'tstiiii:. nt (.'aui'U ihi-re lia> Imii. coiiftssedly, im

••xtra revelation of the Divine Will . It stands, therefon-, as out necessary and

ultimate authority, and tli<' "(////<•/<.«,' if airreealile to that Cunon, must utter the

8ime truth; and where they do, they must be received as deelariny to us ijie

I'liv o/O'oJ, not the law of man.

Nmv in her xxiii Art. tli>' C'lii:reli speaks thus expressly:— • Jt is iiol Lic-

'((/"(/,?.. aeeordin!^' to the |)remis.s laul down, contrary ti> the law of (iodi "for

any man to take upon liim the fiOiie of, , . . miuisteringthe sacraments"' (of win. ti

baptism is one) -before he bo lawlully (dUe I <inJ fait to exe( tite the same."

Why ? Because the law lelatiiiK to PUi h ministrations is in Christ's inntitti-

//'>«ofthemI It bases itself on His declared will and command, ai;d cannot by

any, save Himself, bo further limited or extirnkd.

It reaches, moreover, equally to all the cflicial duties embraced in the words

(if His commission, and may not be dealt with partially, as if one part of ih^^ im-

posed duty stood on lower or hi{:Ijer ground than another.

If, therefore, '•(Jo ye,"' (Matth. xxviii, I'j.) in its connection with •• I.o, 1 am

with you always," involves the exclusive right to the priesthood as transmitted

by lawful authority, .so much so that a m;\n cannot le a Christian priest without

it—then assuredly the .same words as coupled with the duty of bapti.zing are uf

e'/}ial forte, and by parity of reason, exclude all others, save those who j re in thai

commission, from intermeddling with the s.acrament.

It i.s not enough that a man " take not thi.s honor on hin;se]f,' or tiiat be be

i sent"—he must be ^'laivf'tiUy called,"' ''agreeably to God's word" and "the insti-

tution of Christ,"' ThetJhurch, in her Article assumes that there is a Divine law

on the subject, ai)d that none save those " who have pubhc authuriti/ /,'ii-in ><• //„')„j"

!. r.. the Bishops (see preface to the Ordinal) can dispense this law.

The (jiiestion then arises—are lay baptizers duly or in any way tiuis 'calicf

and sent ?'" If not, thoy have taken tnis thing upon theniselveF, and the Judg-

ment of llie Ciiureh is that their ministration is '-not laic/u/,"' i.e., contrary to

Ihc law of Ciod. Now, if it be contrary to law, for we hero speak of tlu^ law of

Christ, it must be s iful, [I John iii, 4], and to admit " culiliti/" as its result isto

assume that the grace of Uod—altho' afl"ected to be conveyed contrary to His will

and commandment— j» actually t/icn throu.gli the medium of a sinful act ; that the

blessing of baptism, whosv. ultimate design and purpose it is to make men holy,

iij, by (iod's spirit, communicated by lu' aus openly untagonistiu to the' rule and

spirit of holiness—nn a<-'Sumpiion altogeth-T gratuitous, becausi.' nut warranted

Uv the word of God.
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