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the House—a courtesy becoming to this
I g:ls_e in the position which it occupies, and
al leve characteristic of it. If he has not
Ways been fair in his statements, I am sure

¢ Ineant to be fair, and that is all that can
© expected of human nature. The greater
fart of my hon. friend’s speech was directed
© the important subject of the Manitoba
school settlement, My hon. friend says that
that settlement has not met, with the approval
Ofl the country. T differ from my hon. friend
there. While it has not received the univer-
sal approval of the country, it has received
tle approval of the great majority of the|
Shectors. My hon. friend says that
tof)re Wwas an understanding with the Mani-
@ government on the part of the Liberal
E:at]y of the Dominion which prevented any
whi iment being made by the government of
\ ich he was the head, and of which he was
h:‘ ldeOI‘tar}t member before becoming the
ao: - I quite deny that there was any such
o fi;!ment. T ought to know something of
b I there was any, and I have never
eard an observation or a word which would
ehable me to fancy that any such agreement
isad existed.  The subject of the schools
can one of very great importance, be-
an dseiu 1t mvplves religious considerations,
ecause it relates to the very delicate

::,t' well as importint subject of edu-
ey 1on, Nobo.dy can have any doubt that
ste‘re has arisen out of that question
"’f§ and bad feelings throughout the whole
Ominion. We all recognize the evils inci-
aegt to religious strife and bad feeling,
tn as Canadians, desiring the prosperity of
" © country and the well-being of its people,
the :Jl must feel how desirable it would be
I ad evils of that kind should cease in the
mn i The great objection to the policy of
Ofy o on. friend while he was a leader
was &1 government or a member of it
pub’l . fat he dld. not t.ake into account the
o thlc Ieeling which existed on this subject,
and ti mportance of preventing this strife
the MIS bad feehn'g. It was in 1890 that
which ﬁnlbOba legislature passed the Act
as . k&S given rise to all the trouble that
rou aken place. That Act, I have no
SO0 to doubt, was passed in good faith.
Sucﬁv :‘S Passed under the impression that
and itn Act was in the interest of Manitoba,
thag itWaS passed under the impression also
cial | Was within the power of the provin-
. egislature to pass such an Act. That

Impr, :
Pression appears now to have been a

mistake. The Privy Council, to whose
decision we all owe respect and pay defer-
ence, has decided that while the Act was
perfectly valid in point of law, which had
long been thought to be the only matter in
question, the Act gave jurisdiction to the
Dominion Parliament to correct a grievance
which the Act worked to the minority of
Manitoba. That is the result of the de-
cisions, and there is no doubt that the local
legislature, according to these decisions, had
the power to abolish the separate schools of
Manitoba, and there is no doubt also, that
the passing of the Act gave jurisdiction to
the Dominion Parliament to interfere, if
parliament should think fit. The power is
not a judicial one, or to be exercised
judiciaily. The counsel in arguing for
the minority before the Privy Council
disclaimed any pretense that there was any
judicial authority or any judicial duty on
the part of the government or of parliament.
Counsel declared that as regards parliamen-
tary action, it was a political question—
that political considerations were to be
taken into account. So it was the duty
of the governinent to do that which was best
for the country in the matter and to remedy
the grievance in some way which would be
consistent with the best interests of the
Dominion. Now, what was the course that
the late government pursued to accomplish
that object? As soon as the decision of
the Privy Council was known here, steps were
immediately taken to have an appeal which
the minority had the right to make to the
government considered and entertained ; that
appeal was made accordingly within a few
weeks after the receipt of the decision of the
Privy Council. The decision at which the late
government arrived was that set forth in
the remedial order. The province of
Manitoba was not prepared to adopt what
the remedial order required. Now, this
matter was a very delicate one. It was
one which had to be dealt with very cau-
tiously and very considerately. What the
remedial order proposed to do was to re-
store the Act as it had previously stood, as
nearly as was practicable. The objection
to that was that it was far too sweeping a
thing to do in so hasty a manner. The effect
of it would have been to perpetuate religious
strife in Manitoba, and the religious
strife would have prevailed all over the
country; and before determining upon
& course so injurious to the country,



