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30 per cent, with no compensation for dairy producers in that
province: clearly a double standard.

Last Friday I was in Princeville at an auction of slaughter
calves. I met a producer from my riding, Gérald Turcotte, who
explained in his own words how Quebec was being used by the
rest of Canada. I will repeat what he said. Canada is so anxious
to keep us because we pay well and do not take much money out.
Imagine, he said, a farmer with ten Holsteins. Three are very
good milkers: Ontario, Quebec and British Columbia. One of
these cows eats little, is not a picky eater, requires little
attention from its owner, is rarely sick, does not go outside the
fence, is very docile, returns to the barn in time for morning and
evening milking. In short, this cow is the best of the herd.

You will understand, Mr. Speaker, that the farmer would not
let this famous and profitable cow go for all the gold in the
world. Quebec too is very profitable for Ottawa and the rest of
Canada. However, it is the victim of injustice: National Defence
contracts, research and development funding, expenditures by
the department of agriculture in Quebec that are lower than the
economic activity generated by the sector. Quebec is therefore
not getting its fair share of federal investment. Since 1984, its
share has been only 15.9 per cent, despite the fact that the
population of Quebec represents 25 per cent of Canada’s popula-
tion and that Quebec provides 23 per cent of federal revenues.

Quebec has never received more than 19.1 per cent of the
federal government’s expenditures on goods and services. In
1992, for example, the federal government spent a total of $31.2
billion with only $5.9 billion in Quebec, which represents 18.9
per cent. This figure is 6 per cent less than our demographic
load. T have tonnes of such examples.

Yes, my friends, Quebec is very profitable for the rest of
Canada. For the rest of Canada as it stands today. Quebec, as
Gérald Turcotte put it so well, is a fine cash cow for Canada.

This is why we are not being allowed to have a tool box of our
own so that one day we in Quebec can build our future as we
ought, pass our own legislation, sign treaties and collect our own
taxes.

[English]

Mr. Lyle Vanclief (Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of
Agriculture and Agri-food, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, agricultural

Adjournment

subsidies have been reduced as part of a broad government effort
to reduce the deficit. However the government has taken great
care to ensure that all regions and sectors of the industry have
been treated as fairly and equitably as possible.

The western grain transition payment program and the west-
ern grain transportation adjustment fund will be used to partially
offset the potential disruption that may result from the removal
of the western grain transportation subsidy. The removal of the
feed freight assistance program in eastern Canada and parts of
British Columbia is being accompanied by a $62 million adjust-
ment program.

The impact of the repeal of both the Atlantic Region Freight
Assistance Act and the Maritime Freight Rates Act in eastern
Quebec and Atlantic Canada is being eased by a transition
assistance program of $326 million.

An adaptation fund of $60 million per year on average will be
used to help meet future adaptation requirements. The govern-
ment has set aside $17 million a year for the next four years from
the adaptation fund to address concerns regarding the impacts of
the reform of transportation subsidies in eastern Canada.

The answer to the hon. member’s question is yes, there are
funds available to address eastern Canadian farmers’ concerns
about transportation reform. The government is reducing the
dairy subsidy by 15 per cent for each of the next two years. Thus
at the end of two years the subsidy will still be at 70 per cent of
the levy, where it is today. The continuation of the subsidy
provides producers with a source of funds that can be used to
ease the transition into a more market oriented system.

The government has ensured that all farmers, in fact all
Canadians, are sharing equally in the responsibility for deficit
reduction. The package of subsidy reform is fair and balanced
with respect to different situations, different regions and differ-
ent sectors within the Canadian agriculture and agri—food indus-
try.

The Deputy Speaker: Pursuant to the standing orders, the
motion is now deemed to have been adopted.

[Translation)

Therefore, the House stands adjourned until tomorrow at 10
a.m., pursuant to Standing Order 24(1).

(The House adjourned at 6.37 p.m.)




