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Oral Questions
important issues which we have passed on t0 hlm but have seen
no resulis'?

[Translation]
Hon. André Ouellet (Minister of Consumer and Corporate

Affairs and Postmaster General): Madam Speaker, 1 can
confirm that the director of investigations is taking steps to
hasten the completion of the investigation and 1 think that we
will be obtaining his report during the next few weeks.

[L aglis h]
SUJPPLY AND SERVICES

i STE DISTRIBU TION OF FAMILY At 1055 NCt ( FIEQUEiS

Mr. Tom Cossitt (Leeds-Grenville): Madam Speaker, il is
estimated that approximately one and one-quarter million
family allossance eheques were not distributed on lime toward
the end of' ast week, therefore causing severe hardship to the
many needy families involved.

Mly question ks for the Minisier of' Supplv and Services. In
view of the fact that M'r. Joung, a Posi Office spokesman. has
publicly stated the cheques were dclivered 1o the Post Office
two days laie by Supply and Services. will the minister confirm
whether this indccd did happen, was his departinent laie in
delivcring the cheques and. in anv event. will he give an
explanation on cx.îctly sshat happencd'

Hon. J.-J. Biais (Minister of Suppiy and Services): Madam
Speaker, first of ail permit nie to congratulate rny friend. thc
hon. member for Leeds-Grenville, on hîs appoinîmnent as offi-
cial critie for the Department of Supply and Services. This ks
the first opportuniîy I have had to offer himi ihat
congratulation.

1 would also like I0 point oui, Madaîn Speaker, that indeed
the number of cheques which were delivered late was in the
vieinity of 4,000 t0 5,000. 1 want to assure the hon. gentleman
that iî was not in any way due to any error on the part of the
Department of Supply and Services. The cheques were deliv-
ered to the Post Office in accordance with the predetermnined
sehedu le.

Mr. Cossitt: Madami Speaker. 1 thank the minister l'or his
complimentary remnarks ai the start. but 1 cannot agre xsith
him when he refers îo 4,000 to 5,000 cheques, when tl k
reporîed that 45,000 alone wcre in the ciîy of Ottawa. There-
fore, my supplementary is directed to the Minister of Consum-
er and Corporate Affairs and Posîmaster General.

An officiai of Supply and Services, head of the Supply and
Services office in the city of Toronto, has blamied the Post
Office. and 1 ssould like to ask him wheîher he is prepared to
blame Supply and Services, or accepi the blame f'or his
departiment?! In any event, will he tell us what he knovs about
the situation?

Translation]
Hon. André Ouellet (Minister of Consumer and Corporate

Affairs and Postmaster General): Madam Speaker. I am
pleased to tell the hon. member that in faci the Post Office
Depariment, as it does every monih, delivered over 1,270,000
cheques. Unfortunately, of those 1,270,000 cheques, about
7,500 were laie in being delivered. My depariment assumes
full responsibility for that delay. We apologize for the faci that
those 7,500 cheques were not delivered on lime. 1 am advised,
hosseser. i hat t here was only a onc-day delay so that. consider-
ing the faci that oui of a total 1,270,000 cheques delivered
onîx 7,500 were laie, the average is still quite good.

[En glish]
INDUSTRY

APPLICA'TION TO FIRA BY FIiNNiSFI TIRE COMPANY- Ri ASON
FOR (,OVERNML NT APPROVAi

Mr. Walter N'cLean (Waterloo)- Madam Speaker, my
question is for the Ninister of Jndusîry, Trade and Commerce.
Wîll he advise the House why the governmenî has approved
the application to FIRA by a tire company from Finland,
sshich svill import and subsequentîx produce tires in this
country, aI a time when the govcrnmnenî lias ,îiiîlorized a $51)
million DREF grant to the Michelin Tire Company'>

Hon. Herb Gray (Minister of Industry, Trade and Com-
merce): Madami Speaker, the law in the form il was passed by
Parliament does not permit nie to provide the kînd of informa-
lion sought by my hon. friend.

I hope the House will be supporting me before 100 long in
legislation which, among other îhings, will enable the aci to
operate wiîh more openness. 1 am afraid ihat is about aIl the
information 1 can provîde. excepi to add thai if the application
was approved, as he says, it was because the test of significant
benefit in the îerms of the acl was met.

Mr. McLean: Madami Speaker, in light of the serious effeet
on the tire companies that are now producing. and in lighî of
the financial implications on the part of the people of Canada
involved in recent negotiations, will the minisier make the
comilment that no governmenî granîs will be made to assist
this Finnîsh company white the exisiing industry is operaîing
so far belos ils capacity?

M'r. Gray: Madam Speaker, 1 am not in a position to speak
for each and every depariment on each and every one of the
range of prograus of the guvcrnment, but 1 am sure if
applications are received-and 1 have no indication or reason
t0 believe they will be-they will not be accepted unless the
conditions are met which were set originally in respect of
benefits Io Canada.
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