July 14, 1966

Mr. Douglas: Exactly. May I point out two
things to the minister. First, the federation
has insisted on using the very legislation the
minister is now asking us to pass as a lever
to blackmail the employees into accepting
that position. Second, the fact that we have a
wildcat strike on now, in protest, is an indi-
cation of how the employees feel.

I want to point out another thing to the
minister. Irrespective of the legislation which
is passed, if the commissioner brings down
findings that are totally unsatisfactory, does
the minister think there will be peace on the
waterfronts of this country? In the long run
the only way we will resolve problems such
as reduction of work gangs and whether men
may be thrown on the human scrap heap
without adequate security will be by negotia-
tion and not by having an imposed solution.

I say to the government that this is a
dangerous precedent which they are estab-
lishing. So far as this party is concerned I
wish to give notice here and now that we
shall not be a party to this precedent and
that we shall oppose with all the legitimate
resources at our command any attempt in
future to extend compulsory arbitration to
other areas of the industrial complex of this
country.

I urge the minister and the government,
before it is too late, to do the one thing which
would be absolutely fair. I urge them to
accept the amendment which has been moved
by the hon. member for York South (Mr.
Lewis) and let this legislation go to the
committee on labour and employment in or-
der to allow all parties to appear. If it can be
ascertained then, as the Minister of Citizen-
ship and Immigration says, that this legisla-
tion represents the will of both parties, the
house can decide whether it wants to pass it.

Surely it is unfair for the government to
ask us in the dying hours of this part of the
session to pass this legislation when we have
no knowledge officially of what the long-
shoremen’s position is with respect to it. We
know the views of the Shipping Federation.
They are in favour of the legislation. We
think that the men have a right to be heard.
If the government turns down this amend-
ment, what it is saying is that on the basis of
the demand of the Shipping Federation, with-
out giving members of parliament the right
to consult with the union, this legislation is
going to be put on the statute books in spite
of everything we can do to stop it. If the
government takes that position the people of
this country will know where the Liberal
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party stands with respect to the rights of
workers and the right of free collective bar-
gaining.

Some hon. Members: Hear, hear.

Mr. Starr: Question.

Mr. Deputy Speaker: The question is on the
amendment to the motion.

The house divided on the amendment (Mr.
Lewis) which was negatived on the following
division:
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