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that faster action was not taken in Canada
when the danger signals first appeared. We
must strengthen our legislation in order that
suspected drugs may be removed quickly
from the market by the food and drug
directorate. As separate clauses of the bill
are debated we shall have amendments to
propose in these respects.

As the minister has stated, new drugs are
being placed on the market with great fre-
quency. We all know that the Sabin oral
vaccine against polio has been withdrawn,
perhaps with undue haste. However, we must
remember that in our efforts to protect the
people of Canada we must not slow down
drug developments or, perhaps, delay a major
breakthrough in the treatment of presently
incurable diseases such as cancer. The major
question raised is: how can we prevent similar
occurrences?

Having considered the hon. gentleman’s
proposals, we are in agreement in principle
with the amendments put forward. However,
there are several omissions. We see nothing
here to give the food and drug directorate
the necessary power to remove drugs rapidly
from the market. Moreover, an obvious loop-
hole was pointed out during the question
period the other day. Then hon. members
became aware that deadly jequirity beans
were allowed to remain on the Canadian
market because there was no authority to
prevent their coming into the country. We
should have such power. A situation in which
a potential deadly poison, unlabelled, is
allowed to remain on the market because we
cannot prevent it, should never arise.

I should like to suggest very strongly to
the minister that in view of the technical and
professional background necessary to under-
stand the complex problems brought up by
these amendments, the bill should be referred
to a committee, as provided in standing
order 65, either to the banking and com-
merce committee or to a special committee.
If this were done, expert witnesses could be
called, including representatives of the food
and drug directorate, and these could be
examined by the committee in order to throw
more light on the circumstances surrounding
thalidomide with a view to preventing fur-
ther such tragedies. If this matter were
referred, as I suggest, to a committee, a
more detailed examination of events might
take place. In addition, the working of the
directorate as well as the meaning and effect
of the proposed amendments could be studied.
Only in this way can we see whether the
proposed amendments are suitable to do
what they are intended to do.

We have every sympathy for the food and
drug directorate. They are trying to do a very
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large and important and life-saving job with
a small staff and budget. We must do all we
can to help them, to understand their prob-
lems and to provide them with legislation
which will enable them to perform their
necessary duties as efficiently and as quickly
as possible. We must provide more staff for
the work of the directorate. At the present
time, no clinical testing is carried out by this
body, and a decision in this regard is one
which will have to be made in the future.
At least, the department should play a more
active part in the testing of new drugs. I
suggest to the minister that he should consider
placing a representative of the food and drug
directorate as an observer in each of the drug
firms, carrying out experiments in the use of
new drugs. I am sure this could be arranged,
and I am sure it would be welcomed by the
drug firms themselves concerned. This person
would be there as an observer to see that the
work was carried out within the laws of the
food and drug directorate. He would not inter-
fere in any manner, but would be there as
an observer rather than to partake in the
experimentation. Again I would request the
minister to refer this bill to a committee so
that this aspect and all these other aspects
can be studied.

I was interested to hear what the minister
had to say about the drug lysergic acid di-
ethylamide, or L.SD, as it is commonly called.
This drug was first used to produce mental
diseases such as schizophrenia, and it was used
in this manner to produce disease so that the
people engaged in experimentation could try
to find out more about the disease and how
to treat it. At the present time this drug is
being used in the treatment of alcoholism. I
was very pleased to hear him say that there
would still be a method by which these drugs
could be used for experimental purposes, be-
cause there are many drugs available which
are extremely dangerous but which, if taken
properly and under the proper guidance, are
very valuable. As an example, we all read
in the newspapers about people taking what
are referred to as “goof balls”. We all know
that this employs the use of barbiturates, one
of the common drugs on the market, to pro-
duce the symptoms of alcoholism or related
diseases. The minister has not suggested that
we take barbiturates off the market; therefore
I think we should be very careful, when we
do take drugs off the market, to leave some
method open by which they are still available
for worth-while and experimental purposes.

In closing, Mr. Speaker, I should just like
to ask the minister again to give very serious
consideration to referring this matter to a
special committee. This program which I have




