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discussion on the first clause of a bill is of the
utmost importance to those of us wbo
happen to be in opposition, and after the
next election it wiil be just as important to
my friends who now sit on the gavernment
benches.

Mr. CHEVRIER: You will have to change
y aur taetics to change places.

Mr. GREEN: 1 suggest that hion, gentlemen
opposite be flot too insistent in asking for such
.a barsb interpretation of the rule. I was bore
during ail the war years and before that, as
most other members were, and I have never
heard that this right extended only ta war
appropriation act.s, or to the first item in the
estimâ tes of a department. I urge upon you,
Mr. Chairman, that you do flot make a far-
reacbing ruling of that type without having
given ît the most careful consideration after
hearing submissions fram various sides of the
house. Certainly. as the hion. member for
Stanstead bas said, it would be unfortunate
if at this late date in the session a barsh
ruling of the type requestod by the Minister
of Veterans Affairs were made.

Mr. MACKENZIE: I abject to the word
"barsh". 1 simply wish to see the raies
observod. There is nothing harsh about it
agt aIl. The ruies are fair and equitable.

Mr. CHEVRIER: I think in view of the
statement made by the bion. member for
Vancouver South, particuiarly his statement
that there seoros ta be an attempt to curtail
discussion. I should say just a word. There
has been no attempt to curtail discussion. The
facts are to the contrary. There has been
ample apportunity to discuss the very matter
that baon. members are attempting to discuss
t.oday; first of ahl in the committee of rail-
ways and sbipping, where the affairs of the
Canadian National are brought up, ta whicb
cammittoe matters are referred for that very
purpose; and now the bill cames to the house
consequont upon approvai of the C.N.R.
budget in committee. Again, there will bo
mare opportunities ta, discuss this whole
riatter of railways, first on the estimates cf
the Minister of Transport, on the generai
administration item; then on his estimates
for railway service and raiiway matters, alid
again an another part of his estimates. Are
wve ta have tbroe debatos on this question, or
one? It makes na differonco to me whetber
we have the debate now or later.

Mr. GREEN: Why not have it now?

Mr. CHEVRIER: I have met this before.
There w'ili ha the sainle d.ifficulty when the
estimates came up and the whole dehate will

[NIr. Green.]

gtart ail ovor again. It seems ta me that we
should stick to the ruling, and the ruling has
been that, in committee of the whoio the dis-
cussion should have to do with the clause
before the committoo.

Mr. HACKETT: Mr. Chairman, I have a
goo-d deal of cammiseration for you. I same-
times lose my way and sometimes my
patience, and if I were in your position 1
would lose my patience mare frequently than
I do in my own raie. But the fact is we
want ta get on with tlue business of the house.
\Ve want ta ask a few questions cancerning
thi, matter. I am drawing ta your attention
an authority wbich I am sure the righit hion.
member for Vancouver Centre will not ques-
tion. It is the autharity of my geniai friend
who sits just behind him, the Minister of
Labour, who is an autbority on procedure as
well as an many other tapies.

Mr. MITCHELL: My hion. friend is tak-
ing himself too seriously.

Mr. HACKETT: I always take the Min-
ister of Labour ver ' seriausly, and I am
going ta ask you. Mr. Chairman, ta foiloîv
my good example. This is a matter which
came up just, a few days ago. An hon. mem-
ber wanted ta discuss, as we are attempting
ta discuss now, an item on a resalution, and
he put forward this argument as repurted at
page 3894 of Hansard. The hion. member for
Acadia (Mr. Quelcb), who was not being given
the latitude that hie feit, he was entithed ta,
said:

That may not be true. On the resolution stage
you are free ta ask any question pertaining to
the rosohution, but when we are dealing with the
bill we are tied down ta -individual sections and
miay find it impassible ta ask a particulýar ques,
tion. We had an example this afternoon when
certain questions were asked and lion. memrbers
ivere told that they cauld not ask thema under
that particular section. 1-t is quite possible that
w lien thîe bill cames down there may ho certain
quiestionîs we want ta ask that do not apply
specifically ta any section, and therefore we
shail îlot ho able ta ask them.

Wbereupon the Minister of Labour inter-
vened and said:

You cao ask tlîem on the tithe.
I submit, Mr. Chairman, that we should ho

afforded the opportunity of asking the few
generai questions which are of interest ta us
ar. this. time. It will save time and wili ho
no cieparture fram tradition; it wili ho merehy
carryiîg out the understanding thiat bas existed
and been abided hi' in tbe bouse for manv

mo an,. I thierefore ask yau ta raIe tii t since
tice equipmnent îvhich is referred ta in the bill


