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The Address-Mr. Woodsworth

In the speech from the throne there is
nothîng te indicate that the government bas
any proposais designed te meet the pressing
needs of the Canadian people. I must say
that the speech is replete with meaningless
or misieading phrases. Look at the foiiow-
ing: "The acuteness of the depression is past,"
"approaching prosperity," "the strength of our
financial structure," and "improved con-
ditions." Since the Prime Minister believes
that the depression is fundamentaiiy psycho-
logicai I presume that ho mnay be pardoned
for his professionai optimîsm. Evidently he
beileves in the old Coué formula, "Every day
in every way we are getting botter and better,'"
but I wouid say that although he may be free
te take that position in a professional sort
of way, te me it seemns intolorable that he,
a weaithy man. should proceed with evan-
gelistie fervour and unctueus phrases te lec-
ture the poor people on the spiritual advan-
tages of their poverty. The Prime Minister
says:

We have no desire to underrmine that highi
courage, that resourcef,îins and abiiity of ojîr
citizens 10 ernerge out of difficuities, strcngth-
ened by triai as by fire.

It does seem te me that this is very much
like a man standing in security on the bank
of a stream watching- some poor feilows
struggie in the currentand go down one by
one. rncouraging thenm to hattie manfuily
against the current because il may prove te
be the very best way of deveioping their
muscles. I think of mon whem I know, who
are struggling 10 support families and wbo
are anxious from day te day and week to
week as te where their food is te come from.*
Some of these mon have been driven even
te suicide by their anxiety, and what ham
the Primo Minister te say te one of them?

I presume ho would say, "Wel, my good
feilow, I know Ibis is very bard for you, but
be consoled; out of it ail you wvîll ceme
purificd as by firo. You ili develop cour-
age, initiative and ail those qualities fer
wbich Canadians have striven in the past."

I tbink of some of the womcn wvhom I know
who have ne opportunity of securing the
medical attention they require; their eyes
and their teeth are ncgiccted; in some cases
they are putting off from day te day and
week te week operatiens that sbould be per-
formed at once if their lives are net te drag
on in misery. \Vbat wili the Prime Minister
say te one of them? "My goed weman, I
am very sorry; you are passing through a
bard trial, but you are developing qualities
of higb courage, and you will eluerge from
these difficulties strengtbened as by fire." I
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think of some of the cbildren who to-day are
being denied an education. I know there are
hundreds in my own community who are
given no chance to go even to the higher
grades of public sohool; who are flot having
a chance to attend high school, who have
flot the funds to go on to university; some
of them tramping about the streets without
the prospect of ever getting a job. What can
the Prime Minister say to these, but to urge
them that in some way or another, out of it
ail, in spite of difficuities, they may deveiop
a high courage and be purified as by fire?

When I think of how wealth is acquired, I
ask, why should weaithy -men talk to poor men
ie that way? Il is aIl very weil to say that
in the o]d days men acquired weaith by their
own bard work, by the sweat of their brow;
but the groater part of the wealth of this
country wvas flot acquired by that means. No
one can spcnd ten years ini this bouse, walk-
ing around the corridors here, without learn-
ing, that a good deal of the wealth of this
country is acquired rather by special privileges
of varîous kinds--grants, Beauhiarnois deals,
concessions, charters, subsidies, tariffs, and alI
that sort of thing; yes, and bank charters, as
rny good ýfriend from Southeast Grey (Miss
Macphail) says. And then we flnd people
who have acquircd wealth, by the purely arbi-
trary arrangements of socîety talking in this
way to poorer people ýwhe by the same purely
arbitrary mneasures have been deprived of the
means of subsistence. I say that tbis kind of
tbing is intolerable.

The Prime Minister may talk as he likes
about the strength of our financial structure.
Welil, may I quote a couplet wbicb I have
quoted in tbis house before? Lowell warns:

Think ye that building can endure
That shelters the rich and crushes the poor?

The day before parliament opened I picked
Up a Montreal paper in which I read of the

relief given in the city of Verdun. These are
the figures: for a famiiy of three or four
persons, $5.60 per week for 14 hours' work;
for a family of two persons, $4.80 per week for
12 hours' work; for one person only, 33.20
per week for 8 bours' work. This is the in-
creased schedule that is comning int force;
it wvas ratified by the council ocd the city of

Verdun at a special meeting held on October
3, 1932. 1 ask whether these amounts are
sufficient to support any Canadian family in
decency? Yet the Prime Minister is afraid to
have larger surus granted lest this miglit dis-
courage initiative and se forth on the part
of the people. In the same newspaper I


